
Masses & Services this Week  

Saturday 15th 

June St. Justin 

4.00pm Confessions 

4.30pm Mass: (Carmen Grech RIP) 

Sunday 16th      8.00am Mass: (Dierdre Taylor RIP) 

11.00am Mass: 

Monday 17th 9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (Dec’d members of the van der Weyden 

& Spreckley Families RIP) 

6.30pm Rehearsal for Confirmation Mass 

Tuesday 18th   8.00am Mass: (People of the Parish) 

5.15pm Rehearsal for First Holy Communion Mass 

Wednesday 

19th 

6.00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

7.00pm Mass: (Eileen Morza RIP) 

Thursday 

20th St. Alban 

9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass:  

7.00pm Rehearsal for Confirmation Mass 

Friday 21st  
St Aloysius 

Gonzaga 

7.00pm Confirmation Mass 

(Bishop Patrick will be the Principal Celebrant) 

Saturday 

22nd Ss. John 

Fisher & 

Thomas More 

9.00am Mass: 

Confessions after Mass 

4.00pm Confessions 

4.30pm Vigil Mass: (Kathleen Bertolaso RIP) 

Sunday 23rd     

Corpus Christi 

8.00am Mass: (Jem Grimwood RIP) 

9.30am Mass: 

11.00am First Holy Communion Mass 

dancing until 10.30pm. Tickets are £7.50 in advance or £8.00 on the 
door (children are welcome, and must be accompanied). The Bar will 
be open. 
 
As you know, we have had some major expenditure this year with the 
installation of the new heating system—if you would be willing to  
organise a fundraising event to contribute to the cost, we would love 
to hear from you. Have a word with Deacon Dennis. 
 

With our prayers and good wishes, 
Fr. Jim & Deacon Dennis 
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Parish Priest: Fr. James Burke, 52 St. Thomas’s Road, Spalding, PE11 2XX  

Telephone: 01775 722056 (Ext ‘2’) 
Email: fr.jim@stnorberts.org.uk  

Deacon: Rev. Dennis Brady, 61, Pennygate, Spalding, PE11 1NN Telephone: 01775 723616 
 

Parish Administrator: Katherine Saunders 
Telephone: 01775 722056 (Ext ’1’) 
Email: admin@stnorberts.org.uk          

 
Parish School: Saint Norbert’s Academy Catholic Primary School, Tollgate (off Pennygate), 

Spalding, PE11 1TJ  Telephone: 01775 722889 
Head of School: Mrs. Jenna Withers 

 
Nearest Catholic Comprehensive: Saint John Fisher Catholic High School, Park Lane,  

Peterborough, PE1 5JN 
Head Teacher: Mrs. Kate Pereira  Telephone: 01733 343646   

 
Parish Pastoral Council: Judy Flynn 07774 260853 

Parish Centre: Contact the Parish Office: 01775 722056 
 

Safeguarding Parish Co-ordinator: Deborah Slay 07857 206236 

Day for Life 2019: 
DOMESTIC ABUSE 



DAY FOR LIFE: The theme chosen for this year’s ‘Day for Life’ focuses 
on the Church’s response to domestic abuse. 
 

One in four women and about one in six men suffer from domestic 
abuse in their lifetime. Two women are killed every week in England 
by a partner or ex-partner. 

We acknowledge that men, women and children suffer domestic abuse 
at the hands of husbands, wives, parents and other family members. 
Violence of this kind should never be tolerated or justified. It is an   
offence against the dignity of the human person. 

The Church is recognising the hurt done to those who have               
experienced domestic abuse. Pope Francis writes: 
‘Unacceptable customs still need to be eliminated. I think particularly of the 
shameful ill-treatment to which women are sometimes subjected, domestic 
violence and various forms of enslavement which, rather than a show of     
masculine power, are craven acts of cowardice. The verbal, physical, and     
sexual violence that women endure in some marriages contradicts the very 
nature of the conjugal union.’ (Amoris Laetitia 54) 

There is Catholic teaching on domestic abuse in Canon Law: 
Can. 1153 

§1. If either of the spouses causes grave mental or physical danger to 
the other spouse or to the offspring or otherwise renders common life 
too difficult, that spouse gives the other a legitimate cause for leaving, 
either by decree of the local ordinary or even on his or her own         
authority if there is danger in delay. 

§2. In all cases, when the cause for the separation ceases, conjugal    
living must be restored unless ecclesiastical authority has established 
otherwise. 

Greater awareness of the scourge of domestic abuse is a positive       
development as it is the first step towards addressing a serious moral 
and social problem. 

In particular we wish to highlight the need for public education and 

PARISH FINANCE 
 
Recent collections: 
 
1st/2nd June: £756.40. The second collection for ‘Communication 
Sunday’ realised £135.46. 
 
Last weekend you gave £796.51; thank you for your continuing     
support and generosity. 
 
Second collections during June 
15th/16th  ‘National collection for ‘Life’ causes 
22nd/23rd ‘Peter’s Pence’ This collection has been brought forward  
 from the 29th/30th June. 
29th/30th  Parish Maintenance Fund 
 
Counters Rota: Grateful thanks to all our volunteers—unfortunately, 
we have not been successful in getting everyone together to       
demonstrate what needs to be done...so, Norma will meet with all 
available volunteers immediately after the 11.00am Mass on Sunday, 
30th July and, for those unable to attend, Katherine is offering to 
show what needs to be done on Monday, 8th July at 10.00am—but, 
please, do let Katherine know in advance if you are going to attend 
(admin@stnorberts.org.uk) or 01775 722056—option ‘1’. 
 
The Rota is now ready—it may not be yet perfect, but we need to start 
somewhere—any amendments, please let Fr. Jim know and he will 
adjust accordingly—many thanks. 
 
Thank You: Fr. Jim wishes to acknowledge the generous donation of 
£350.00 to cover the cost of the repairs required to the front doors to 
the church. 
 
To complete the outstanding works (to replace the kneelers) we still 
require £1,627.50—all contributions greatly appreciated. 
 
Parish Social Night: The ‘Live Wire Duo’ will be performing a       
mixture of Country music, plus music from the 60’s & 70’s in our 
Community Hall on Friday, 28th June. Doors open from 7.30pm    



Eleven of our Eucharistic Ministers renewed their commitment to 
their ministry during the 11.00am Mass last weekend, our remaining 
ministers will hopefully renew their commitment next weekend      
during the Saturday, 4.30pm, and Sunday the 8.00am & 9.30am    
Masses. 
 
Project Pentecost: A few people did sign up to volunteer in the parish, 
thank you! Fr. Jim was asked (encouraged!) to leave the sign-up sheets 
in place this weekend in the hope that more parishioners will sign up 
this weekend. 
 
NOTICES 
 
Webcam: Thanks to those who have been in touch with us about 
problems with the live streaming from church, and apologies that we 
are only addressing these issues now—we hope that the service will 
be back in time for the Confirmation Mass this Friday—thank you for 
your patience. 
 

First Holy Communion 2020: Applications are now closed. This year 
(2019) we have had the largest group for First Holy Communion  
preparation; and, without wishing to go over old ground, apart from 
our regular attendees, the attendance at Mass and the monthly       
children’s Mass, has been the lowest. So we really must address this, 
not just for First Holy Communion, but for all the sacraments. All of 
our catechists commit their precious time voluntarily every week for 
these programmes and when children and adults absent themselves 
from their commitment without any explanation it is discourteous not 
only to the catechists, but to the other participants as well. Thank you 
for your understanding. (Fr. Jim). 
 
Baptism Programme: The next Baptism Programme will take place 
on the 7th & 14th July. The programme will proceed at 4.00pm and 
will finish no later than 5.30pm; parents are expected to attend both 
Masses. If you have not already done so, please obtain an application 
form as soon as possible from the sacristy or the parish  office if you 
are planning to have your child baptised in church in the near          
future—thank you. 

action regarding domestic violence, especially against women. Such 
violence includes many forms of non-physical intimidation such as 
persistent verbal abuse, emotional blackmail and enforced social or 
financial deprivation. It may occur in any type of close adult         
relationship. For those who are experiencing domestic abuse, the 
home is far from being a place of security and self-fulfilment. Too 
often it is a place of pain, fear, degradation and isolation. 

The most effective way in which Catholics will be able to help men, 
women and children who are victims of domestic violence is by   
giving their support to existing groups and projects and by assisting 
in the spread of awareness and information. 

Within our parishes it is very important for all of us, priests and    
parishioners, to be alert, to be sensitive, and from time to time to use 
the opportunities we have in preaching for example to speak of the 
dignity of human beings and to emphasise the equal dignity of 
women and men; particularly within marriage. 

We also have a culture of safeguarding which is part of the life of the 
Catholic Church in this country. It is important for those involved in 
this work to be aware of and alert to the particular problem of      
domestic abuse. 

Domestic abuse is often a hidden problem, and our aim is for         
anyone experiencing domestic abuse to feel able to have confidence 
to seek help within the Church setting. 
 

Helplines 
National Domestic Violence Helpline 
Freephone 24 Hour (run in partnership between Women’s Aid and Refuge) 
0808 2000 247 

A list of helplines can be found on the CEDAR website. 

Links and information 

CEDAR – Catholics Experiencing Domestic Abuse: Resources 
www.cedar.uk.net 

http://www.cedar.uk.net/


Catholics for Family Peace 
www.catholicsforfamilypeace.org 

Restored Relationships 
www.restoredrelationships.org 

Marriage Care 
www.marriagecare.org.uk 

Women At The Well 
www.watw.org.uk 

Catholic Safeguarding Advisory Service 
www.csas.uk.net 

Catholic Children’s Society 
www.cathchild.org.uk 
 
In our parish you can call or make an appointment with Fr. Jim, in complete 
confidence: Tel. 01775 722056; email: fr.jim@stnorberts.org.uk 
 
You may also call our Safeguarding Officer, Deborah, on 07857 206236 

 
Your Prayers are Requested for: Paul Smith, Elvira Choma, Mary Bull, 
Rita Gensiorskj, Jean Fairbanks, Mike Bertolaso, Leontia Slay, Audrey 
Cook, Eileen Walton, Manfred Haacker, Maureen Crunkhorn, Maddie 
Scott, Ros Mullholland Gullick, Rosemarie & Peter Anderton, Pat 
Saville, Ian Caunce, Trish Taylor, Julie Carson & Gareth Churchill.    
Because of the GDPR rules, we cannot automatically include the names of 
those who would like to be included in our parish prayer list. Fr. Jim is aware 
that there are some people who would like their names included, but he cannot 
remember all the names given to him after the three Masses. Please place the 
names on a piece of paper and hand them to him or Deacon Dennis;             
alternatively, send him an email (fr.jim@stnorberts.org.uk) and he will gladly 
add names to the list. 
 
Please also remember: Kathleen Bertolaso, Julia Bothroyd, Annie 
Chapman, Charlotte & Kenneth Edwards, Margaret Lee, Jean Swann 
and all those whose anniversaries occur at this time. May their souls, 
and all the souls of the faithful departed, rest in peace. Amen. 

Fr. Jim writes: Apologies for having to cancel Masses last week—I 
have been having problems with my feet again, and I felt I must rest, 
so I am grateful for those ministers who stepped in to lead             
Eucharistic services. Unfortunately, I had to cancel my plans to go to 
Cardiff (probably a blessing in these terrible weather conditions) and 
have decided to make use of Fr. Stan and Fr. Paul’s kindness to    
cover the Masses this weekend in preparation for the busy week 
ahead. 
 
This Week: 
 
Monday: 6.30pm Confirmation Group: We will be rehearsing for the 
Confirmation Mass. 
 
Tuesday: Fr. Jim will be rehearsing with the children in preparation 
for the First Holy Communion Mass. 
 
Thursday: 7.00pm final rehearsal for the Confirmation Mass 
 
Friday: No morning Mass this morning. 
     7.00pm Confirmation Mass with Bishop Patrick 
 
Next Weekend: 
 
As you know next weekend we will be celebrating the children’s 
First Holy Communion Mass at 11.00am. Because of the large   
number of First Holy Communicants this year, the church will be 
packed to capacity and Mass will be longer than usual. For this 
reason, there will be an additional Mass at 9.30am to guarantee a 
seat for those who need one and for those wanting to avoid the 
longer Mass! 
 
Volunteers needed to help in the kitchen in the Hall after the First 
Holy Communion Mass next Sunday to serve teas and coffees. If 
you can help, please let Katherine know in the parish office 
(admin@stnorberts.org.uk) or 01775 722056 —option 
‘1’...alternatively, just turn up! Thank you. 
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