
Masses & Services this Week  

Saturday 13th 

April 

3.30pm Confessions 

4.30pm Mass: (Eileen Maloney RIP) 

Sunday 14th 

Passion     

Sunday 

8.00am Mass: (People of the Parish) 

11.00am Mass: (Thomas Smith RIP) 

Assemble in the former Methodist Church for the  

blessing and distribution of palms and solemn         

procession 

Confessions available after both Masses today 
4.00pm Stations of the Cross 

Monday 15th  9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (Catherine Nesbitt RIP) 

5.00pm Expected arrival of Student Cross 

6.30pm Confirmation Programme in the Walsingham 

Chapel 

Tuesday 16th  8.00am Mass: 

Wednesday 

17th   
6.30am Mass: (Private Intention ‘Jacqui’) 

11.30am Chrism Mass: St. Barnabas Cathedral,      

Nottingham. 

Holy      

Thursday 

18th     

No Morning Mass  

7.00pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

Watching before the Blessed Sacrament until 10.00pm 

Good Friday 

19th  

10.00am Ecumenical Walk of Witness 

10.15am Children’s Way of the Cross 

11.00am Ecumenical Walk of Witness Crowland 

3.00pm Solemn Proclamation of the Passion 

Saturday 20th    8.00pm Service of Light & Easter Vigil 

(First Mass of Easter) 

Easter       

Sunday 21st   

8.00am Mass: (People of the Parish) 

11.00am Mass: (Peter Robinson RIP) 

recently, but, please God, she has turned a corner and we wish her 
every success in her new post when she takes over the reigns at her 
new school after Easter—please keep her and all our own staff in St. 
Norbert’s School in your prayers. 
 
New Heating Installation: The work has finally been completed. Our 
thanks in the main go to Brian Evans for overseeing the work and to 
Futureheat of Peterborough who were the main contractors. 

PARISH OF 

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION &      

SAINT NORBERT 

 
14th April 2019                    Palm Sunday (C)                   Psalter 2 

 
Parish Priest: Fr. James Burke, 52 St. Thomas’s Road, Spalding, PE11 2XX  

Telephone: 01775 722056 (Ext ‘2’) 
Email: fr.jim@stnorberts.org.uk  

Deacon: Rev. Dennis Brady, 61, Pennygate, Spalding, PE11 1NN Telephone: 01775 723616 
 

Parish Administrator: Katherine Saunders 
Telephone: 01775 722056 (Ext ’1’) 
Email: admin@stnorberts.org.uk          

 
Parish School: Saint Norbert’s Academy Catholic Primary School, Tollgate (off Pennygate), 

Spalding, PE11 1TJ  Telephone: 01775 722889 
Head of School: Mrs. Jenna Withers 

 
Nearest Catholic Comprehensive: Saint John Fisher Catholic High School, Park Lane,  

Peterborough, PE1 5JN 
Head Teacher: Mrs. Kate Pereira  Telephone: 01733 343646   

 
Parish Pastoral Council: Judy Flynn 07774 260853 

Parish Centre: Contact the Parish Office: 01775 722056 
 

Safeguarding Parish Co-ordinator: Deborah Slay 07857 206236 



The second collection this weekend is for Julia’s Fund. The collection 
taken this weekend will be added to your donations throughout Lent 
and presented during the Mass of The Lord’s Supper on Holy      
Thursday as our annual ‘Gifts for the Poor’. 
 
Your Prayers are Requested for: Paul Smith, Elvira Choma, Mary Bull, 
Rita Gensiorskj, Jean Fairbanks, Mike Bertolaso, Leontia Slay, Audrey 
Cook, Eileen Walton, Manfred Haacker, Maureen Crunkhorn, Maddie 
Scott, Ros Mullholland Gullick, Rosemarie & Peter Anderton, Pat 
Saville, Ian Caunce, Trish Taylor & Julie Carson Because of the GDPR 
rules, we cannot automatically include the names of those who would like to 
be included in our parish prayer list. Fr. Jim is aware that there are some    
people who would like their names included, but he cannot remember all the 
names given to him after the three Masses. Please place the names on a piece 
of paper and hand them to him or Deacon Dennis; alternatively, send him an 
email (fr.jim@stnorberts.org.uk) and he will gladly add names to the list. 
 
Please pray for the happy repose of the souls of Ebbe Capron and    
Allison Law; may they rest in peace. 
 
Please also remember: Evelyn Ward, Rita Martino, John Britnell, Iwan 
Iwanyckyji, Gordon McLoughlin, Gwendolene Broadley, Eileen     
Goddard, Winifred Roffe and all those whose anniversaries occur at 
this time. May their souls, and all the souls of the faithful departed, rest in 
peace. Amen. 
 
NOTICES 
 
Confirmation Programme: Our thanks to those who supported the 
sale of bacon rolls after the 11.00am Mass last weekend. 
 
The Confirmation Group will meet this Monday to discuss their      
preparations for Confirmation and we will meditate on The Way of the 
Cross—parents are welcome to stay. 
 
There will be another fundraising event after Easter—more details 
about that soon. 
 

You may ‘adopt’ a child individually or as a family by signing up to 
join the spiritual prayer programme. Starting from Easter Sunday, 
you are asked to pray for ‘your’ unborn child and for all the unborn. 
 
On the first Sunday of every month a short report describing the     
baby’s development will be published in the newsletter, and every 
month Fr. Jim intends to preach a pro-life homily—in addition, on the 
last Sunday of every month, we are inviting you to commit to attend a 
Holy Hour before the Blessed Sacrament to pray for your spiritually 
adopted child. The children conceived this month will be born in    
December, our Respect for Life Programme will conclude with a     
celebration on the 29th December 2019—the Feast of the Holy Family. 
 
Over the next two weekends you are asked to sign a pledge (promise) 
that you (and your family, if they agree) will pray for your spiritually 
adopted child every day and that you will attend a Holy Hour before 
the Blessed Sacrament on the last Sunday of the month. 
 
Because of the Jubilee celebrations, we cannot organise a Holy Hour 
on the 28th April, so our first Holy Hour will take place at 4.00pm on 
Sunday, 5th May. 
 
Pro-life Chain: Saturday 27th April 2019 from 10am to 12 noon at 
Trent Bridge. SPUC invites you to mark the 51st anniversary of the 
Abortion Act coming into force in 1968, by joining our Pro-Life Chain. 
This is a peaceful, silent roadside vigil in solidarity with unborn    
children, their mothers and anyone suffering from the effects of    
abortion. Please come, STAND UP AND BE COUNTED! For more 
information, contact John 07757 815 625, Caroline (01623) 795 062, or 
email people@spucnottingham.org.uk 
 
A reminder that the annual March for Life is taking place in   London 
on the 11th May. The entire day is a great  celebration of life! If you 
are interested, please have a word with Sharon for more details. 
 
Congratulations to Rebecca LeCaplain who has been appointed 
Headteacher of St. Peter & St. Paul Catholic Voluntary Academy,  
Lincoln. As many of you know, Rebecca has not been in good health 
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you not to use the church car park for these events and leave the car 
park free for the elderly and those that need it. The council offices on    
Priory Road have given us permission to use their car park all day on 
the Sunday and from 5.00pm on the Tuesday. It is just a short walk to 
the church from there. People can be dropped off in the lay-by on St. 
Thomas’s Road. 
 
I do apologise for this, but, as you can imagine, there will be a lot of 
visitors and if we do not manage the parking carefully it would be 
chaos. 
 
The address for the SHDC  car park is: Priory Road, Spalding, PE11 
2XE (You can of course park on the road in the area around the 
church).  
 
Many thanks for your support with this matter. 
Judy Flynn 
 
Project: St. Thomas (The former chapel project). As we have          
mentioned over the previous two weekends, things are gathering        
momentum now—we have a small working party that are being kept 
very busy, and we are in the process of setting up an executive        
committee. If you are interested in getting involved, please speak to  
Anthony Grunwell, (Tel. 07740 664017) We hope to give you more  
information on our progress with the project very soon. 
 
We are seeking volunteers to prepare various applications for   
funding—can you help? Please contact any of the working party as 
soon as possible, thanking you in anticipation. 
 
Respect for Life Year/Spiritual Adoption Programme: As announced 
in last weekend’s newsletter, we will be introducing a ‘Spiritual 
Adoption Programme’ on Easter Sunday. Our parish community will 
have the opportunity to ‘spiritually’ adopt a child who is newly     
conceived this month. The latest statistics we have to hand (2017)    
reveal that 197,533 abortions were carried out in the UK during that 
year—it is these babies, who are in danger of being aborted that you 
are being invited to ‘spiritually’ adopt. 

PASSION (‘PALM’) SUNDAY: Palm Sunday is the sixth and final 
Sunday of Lent and the beginning of ‘Holy Week’, the week that 
leads to Easter Sunday, commemorating events in the last days of 
Christ’s earthly life. Holy Week begins on  ‘Passion Sunday’ (today) 
and ends Easter Monday. 
 
Palm Sunday is a time of celebration as well as sadness because    
Jesus died on a cross less than a week after he had entered             
Jerusalem. 
 
What is Palm Sunday? 
The Sunday before Easter is known as ‘Passion Sunday’. It marks the 
end of Lent and celebrates Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem for the Jewish 
festival of Passover. Great crowds of people lined the streets waving 
palm branches to welcome him. The people were very excited. They 
spread branches on the road—and even laid down their clothes. 
They shouted: ‘Hosanna!’ which means ‘Save us now!’ 
 
Why did they go to Jerusalem? 
It was the time of the Jewish feast of Passover. Many Jews travelled 
to Jerusalem to celebrate this feast together. 
 
Traditionally, many churches will have a procession in or around 
the church while people sing songs of praise and wave palms. This 
is to help them imagine what Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem might have 
been like. 
 
What happens to any palms left over? 
Any palms left over are kept and burned to make ashes for next 
year’s Ash Wednesday. 
 
The problem with palms is that once you cut the branches from the 
tree, they don’t live long. 
 
The problem with Palm Sunday is that the excitement of that crowd 
soon faded, and when Good Friday rolled around, many of the same 
voices who shouted ‘Hosanna!’ were also shouting ‘Crucify him!’ 
Their love for the Lord was shallow and based entirely on their hope 
of what exciting things he could do for them. 



Please do note the times of Masses and services this week, and we 
encourage you all to participate in the Easter Tridiuum; i.e., Holy 
Thursday, 7.00pm The Mass of the Lord’s Supper; Good Friday (a day 
of fasting and abstaining from all meat dishes) 3.00pm The Solemn 
Proclamation of the Passion, and Holy Saturday, 8.00pm The Service of 
Light & Easter Vigil (please remember that your attendance at the 
Easter Vigil fulfils your Sunday obligation). 
 
HOLY WEEK POSTERS: Once again this year we have some posters 
for your windows at home which remind passers that this is Holy 
Week. Then during Easter Week you reveal  that during that week we 
commemorate Jesus’ resurrection—they are a great witness to our 
faith, please consider displaying a poster in your home. 
 
Easter Flowers: The Flower Arrangers would like to thank you for 
your generous response to their collection for Easter flowers, which 
raised £223.25. If you would like to have an arrangement dedicated in 
memory of someone, or a tribute to someone, please contact either   
Sharon Amess or Anne Judd. 
 
EASTER EGG TOMBOLA—The annual Easter Egg Tombola will be 
held in our hall after the 11.00am Mass on Easter Sunday, 21st April. 
We are asking you to donate Easter Eggs and then try and win them 
back again! Thank you!  
 
PARISH FINANCE 
Last weekend you gave £669.29. Thank you for your continuing      
support and generosity. 
 
Second collections during April 
This weekend:  Second Collection for Julia’s Fund. 
 
Owing to Fr. Jim’s Silver Jubilee celebration, the usual monthly second 
collection for our parish maintenance fund has been cancelled this 
month. 
 
The collection taken over Easter is your personal gift to Fr. Jim, and it 
constitutes part of his annual salary. 

Thank You 1: Fr. Jim wishes to express his thanks for the generous     
donation of £100 towards the cost of the remaining work (door     
repairs, kneelers and gaskets). 
 
Thank You 2: Fr. Jim writes: ‘Many thanks to those who sent their 
best wishes, for the cards and gifts I received last week for my    
birthday; with love and prayers, Fr. Jim. 
 
Children’s Liturgy: Unfortunately we will not be able to have    
Children’s Liturgy again until the 5th May. We need more             
volunteers to keep our very popular Children’s Liturgy going—can 
you help? Please see Anne  Darragh, Deacon Dennis or Fr. Jim if you 
would be willing to join the rota. Please note that any volunteers will 
have to undertake DBS clearance, provided by the parish. 
 
Counters Rota: Teresa Smith compiles the rota for our weekly       
counters, and we are very grateful to Teresa for doing this; and we 
thank our small group of counters who do a marvellous job.       
However, we do need more volunteers—if you could spare some 
time over the occasional weekend to help prepare the weekly        
collections for banking, we would love to hear from you as soon as 
possible. Don’t worry if you have never done this sort of thing      
before as Katherine will show you all that needs to be done. Please 
contact one of the following if you are willing to join the rota:      
Deacon Dennis, Fr. Jim or Katherine, who works in our parish office. 
 
ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE JUBILEE: Sunday, 28th April—The 
Hall will be open from 9.00am for helpers to arrive and/or for food 
to be dropped off. 
 
Tuesday, 30th April: The Hall will be open from 12.00 noon. If     
anyone is unsure what time to turn up on either or both days, please 
contact Judy on 07774 260753 who will be in attendance on both 
days. 
 
Parking arrangements for the Jubilee celebrations on 28th and 30th 
April: We now have arrangements in place for Sunday 28th April 
and Tuesday, 30th April with regards to the car park. We would ask 


