
Masses & Services this Week  

Saturday 30th 

March 

4.00pm Confessions 

4.30pm Mass: (Francis Michie RIP) 

Sunday 31st    8.00am Mass: (People of the Parish) 

11.00am Mass: (Private Intention) 

Monday 1st 

April 

9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (Holy Souls) 

6.30pm Confirmation Programme 

Tuesday 2nd 8.00am Mass: (Priest’s Intention) 

Wednesday 

3rd  
6.30am Mass: (Holy Souls) 

9.30am Mass: (John Shotton RIP) 

7.00pm Reconciliation Service 

Thursday 4th     9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am (Holy Souls) 

Friday 5th  9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (Margaret Doyle RIP) 

7.00pm Stations of the Cross & Confessions 

7.30pm Mass: (For our sick & housebound parishioners) 

Saturday 6th    9.00am Mass: (Pat & Alison Burke & Family) 

Confessions after Mass 

4.00pm Confessions 

4.30pm Vigil Mass: (Gordon Strickland RIP) 

Sunday 7th    

5th Sunday of 

Lent (C) 

8.00am Mass: (Maria Shearer’s Intention) 

11.00am Mass: (People of the Parish) 

The Confirmation Group will be serving Bacon Rolls 

along with Teas and Coffee in the old chapel after 

Mass—all proceeds to help fund the pre-

Confirmation Retreat at The Briars 

4.00pm Stations of the Cross 

A Final thought….. 

 

With our prayers and best 

wishes 

Fr. Jim & Deacon Dennis 

PARISH OF 

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION &      

SAINT NORBERT 

 
31st March 2019       Fourth Sunday in Lent (C)         Psalter 4 

 
Parish Priest: Fr. James Burke, 52 St. Thomas’s Road, Spalding, PE11 2XX  

Telephone: 01775 722056 (Ext ‘2’) 
Email: fr.jim@stnorberts.org.uk  

Deacon: Rev. Dennis Brady, 61, Pennygate, Spalding, PE11 1NN Telephone: 01775 723616 
 

Parish Administrator: Katherine Saunders 
Telephone: 01775 722056 (Ext ’1’) 
Email: admin@stnorberts.org.uk          

 
Parish School: Saint Norbert’s Academy Catholic Primary School, Tollgate (off Pennygate), 

Spalding, PE11 1TJ  Telephone: 01775 722889 
Head of School: Mrs. Jenna Withers 

 
Nearest Catholic Comprehensive: Saint John Fisher Catholic High School, Park Lane,  

Peterborough, PE1 5JN 
Head Teacher: Mr. Sean Hayes  Telephone: 01733 343646   

 
Parish Pastoral Council: Judy Flynn 07774 260853 

Parish Centre: Contact the Parish Office: 01775 722056 
 

Safeguarding Parish Co-ordinator: Deborah Slay 07857 206236 



The 4th Sunday in Lent: The Hermitage in St. Petersberg, Russia, is 
one of the great museums of the world. It houses vast collections of art 
amassed by the Russian czars. The museum was once their winter   
palace. Climbing the elegant marble stairway to the second floor, you 
will find the famous Rembrandt painting: ‘The Return of  the Prodigal 
Son’. 
 
An ageing father bends to welcome his penitent son home again. The 
boy, ravaged by an unforgiving world, one sandal off, buries his head 
in his father’s embrace. 
 
Today’s Gospel touches our hearts on many levels. Sometimes we are 
the forgiving father; at other times we may be the jealous brother. Per-
haps, more frequently, we are the prodigal son (daughter) seeking the 
Father’s forgiveness again. 
 
May the Church be a place of welcome; may it be like the father of the 
prodigal son, it’s arms open in a welcoming embrace. 
 
Let us remember in our prayers today those families where somebody 
has gone away, or lost contact, or where parents and children are     
estranged. 
 
That all mothers, and mothers to be, may be blessed this day, and that 
those mothers who have died may have eternal rest. 
 

Your Prayers are Requested for: Elvira Choma, Mary Bull, Rita      
Gensiorskj, Jean Fairbanks, Mike Bertolaso, Leontia Slay, Audrey 
Cook, Eileen Walton, Manfred Haacker, Maureen Crunkhorn, Allison 
Law, Maddie Scott, Ros Mullholland Gullick, Rosemarie & Peter      
Anderton, Pat Saville, Ian Caunce, Maureen Judd & Trish Taylor.     
Because of the GDPR rules, we cannot automatically include the names of 
those who would like to be included in our parish prayer list. Fr. Jim is aware 
that there are some people who would like their names included, but he cannot 
remember all the names given to him after the three Masses. Please place the 
names on a piece of paper and hand them to him or Deacon Dennis; alterna-
tively, send him an email (fr.jim@stnorberts.org.uk) and he will gladly add 
names to the list. 

information on our progress with the project very soon. 
 
We are seeking volunteers to prepare various applications for   
funding—can you help? Please contact any of the working party as 
soon as possible, thanking you in anticipation. 
 

Reasons I Love My Mother: My mother taught me to appreciate a job 
well done: ‘If you’re going to kill each other, do it outside. I’ve just finished 
cleaning’. 
 
My mother taught me religion: ‘You’d better pray that will come out of 
the carpet’. 
 
My mother taught me about contortionism: ‘Look at the muck behind 
your ears! I said, look at it!!’ 
  
My mother taught me about the weather: ‘Your room looks like a        
tornado hit it!’ 
 
My mother taught me all about anticipation: ‘You wait until I get you 
home!’ 
 
My mother taught me about my roots: ‘Shut that door behind you! Do 
you think you were born in a hay barn?’ 
 
My mother taught me about justice: ‘One day you’ll have kids of your 
own, and I hope they will turn out as good as you’. 
 
Mothers are very special people and are gifts from God; this is a little 
prayer of appreciation: Almighty God, protect, bless and protect 
mothers everywhere as they guide their children. Help them to teach 
and love their children as you love each one of us. Mothers are very 
important, keep them in your love and grant eternal rest to those now 
in your keeping. Amen. 
 

Happy Mothers Day to all Mums! 



Owing to Fr. Jim’s Silver Jubilee celebration, the usual monthly second 
collection for our parish maintenance fund has been cancelled this 
month. 
 
Maintenance Works: Unfortunately, Cadent did not finish their work 
on time, meaning that British Gas and Futureheat could not complete 
their work. We are expecting British Gas to complete their work on the 
9th April and Futureheat the following day—this should be the      
completion of the new heating installation. 
 
Our joiner, Simon Bragg, has completed his work—but did you       
notice? Many haven’t, which is what we wanted to achieve! Simon has 
done a wonderful job matching in his work with the existing...if you 
need a good reliable joiner, we would certainly recommend Simon—
samples of his work can be seen around the church...if you need his 
services, Fr. Jim will happily provide you with his contact details. 
 
Sadly, the work never finishes, it would be lovely to have a break 
from it all. Simon is looking into the possibility of having the damaged 
panels repaired, but this is a specialist job, so we await the cost for 
that, but, at least they are well protected now. 
 
The next items on the list are the replacement gaskets around the    
coloured glass windows, the originals were cut too short and they 
have worn away to the point that they have become ineffective. Some 
of our kneelers in church are in a bad state of repair and need           
renewing, this is the biggest job on this list and is the most expensive. 
Finally, on this list, is the treatment to the front doors of the church, a 
parishioner has offered to varnish them, but they require some        
attention and two coats of oil applied. We do have prices for all these 
works, if anyone would like to sponsor a job or a kneeler, please let Fr. 
Jim know—many thanks. 
 

Project: St. Thomas (The former chapel project). Things are gathering 
momentum now—we have a small working party that are being kept 
very busy and we are in the process of setting up an executive        
committee. If you are interested in getting involved, please speak to  
Anthony Grunwell, (Tel. 07740 664017) We hope to give you more  

Please pray for the happy repose of the souls of Jackie Woodcock 
and Isabelle Hitchman (the granddaughter of Eileen Hitchman); may 
they rest in peace. 
 
Please also remember: Paula Goemans, Fritz Landen, Bryan Daw-
son, Bridget Bingham, James Toal, Anna Coleman and all those 
whose anniversaries occur at this time. May their souls, and all the 
souls of the faithful departed, rest in peace. Amen. 
 
NOTICES 
 
Second Collection this weekend is for the Parish Maintenance 
Fund. 
 
100 CLUB: The first draw of the year will take place this weekend, 
after the 4.30pm Mass We are just 5 people short of our target! 
Thank you to everyone who has taken out a membership—and 
Good Luck! 
 
Confirmation Programme: Our Confirmation Group on their pre-
Confirmation Retreat at The Briars this weekend, please do keep 
them in your prayers. 
 
Our thanks to those who supported the group last weekend by    
purchasing a bacon roll after Mass last Sunday. Unfortunately, only 
one parishioner took up the offer after the 8.00am Mass, but there 
was a tremendous response after the 11.00am Mass, realising 
£136.50. 
 
This weekend raffle tickets will be on sale the first prize will be a 
£30 meat voucher to be redeemed at Bennett’s Butchers and some 
other prizes—tickets will be on sale after all Masses this weekend 
and will be drawn in our new centre (the former chapel) after the 
11.00am Mass next Sunday, 7th April, and, once again, we will be 
offering bacon rolls for sale! Tickets 50p each, or five tickets for 
£2.00! 
 
There will be another fundraising event after Easter—more details 
about that soon. 



First Communion Programme: The children will celebrate their first 
Confession during the Reconciliation Service this Wednesday evening 
at 7.00pm prompt. 
 
Request from Bishop Patrick Regarding a Second Collection in Aid 
of CAFOD Cyclone Idai Emergency Appeal: ‘As a Trustee of CAFOD 
I ask you please to take up a second collection in your parish or     
chaplaincy to support the Disaster Emergency Committee (of which 
CAFOD is a member), in seeking to provide vital humanitarian aid for 
the millions of people in Mozambique, Zimbabwe and Malawi, made 
homeless by Cyclone Idai. 
 
I do know that my request to you follows hard on the heels of the    
recent CAFOD Family Fast Day collection but, as you will no doubt 
have seen from the recent news coverage, this is a huge emergency   
situation which requires a swift response. I would like to suggest that 
this second collection be taken up no later than over the weekend of 
6th/7th April. 
 
With my deep appreciation for your amazing generosity throughout 
our diocese, + Patrick. 
 
Following a consultation with those who administer the Julia Fund, it was 
unanimously decided to donate £450.00 from the Julia Fund on behalf of the 
parish. 
 
LENT 2019 
 
Stations of the Cross Every Friday at 7.00pm and as announced in the         
weekly newsletter. Those who would like to volunteer to lead the     
Stations may place their contact details on the list provided in the 
church. 
 
Lenten Lunches: Please remember to ‘sign up’ if you wish to            
participate in the Lenten lunch this Wednesday. 
 
Julia’s Fund: Voluntary collection taken after all weekend Masses, and 
a second collection will be taken at all Masses on Palm Sunday—the 

total raised will be presented as our ‘Gifts for the Poor’ during the 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday. 
 
Holy Week & Easter: We need servers, readers, singers and          
musicians—please see the lists provided in the narthex for             
volunteers, thank you. 
 
Easter Flowers: There will be a second collection next weekend (6th 
& 7th April) for flowers to decorate our church over Easter—please 
be as generous as you can. 
 
Reconciliation Service this Wednesday at 7.00pm. There will be at 
least five priests in attendance—everyone welcome! 
 
Safeguarding: Deborah has contacted all those people for whom she 
has details for regarding the renewal or updating their DBS           
disclosures; unfortunately, not every one has contacted Deborah as 
requested, could you attend to this as a matter of urgency, please? 
 

Children’s Liturgy: Unfortunately we do not have any leaders  
available after this weekend until the 5th May. We need more       
volunteers to keep our very popular Children’s Liturgy going—can 
you help? Please see Anne Darragh, Deacon Dennis or Fr. Jim if you 
would be willing to join the rota. Please note that any volunteers will 
have to undertake DBS clearance, provided by the parish. 
 
UCM: The next meeting takes place tomorrow (Monday) afternoon 
at Holy Trinity Church, Foxes Lowe Road, Holbeach at 2.00pm. All 
welcome. 
 
PARISH FINANCE 
Last weekend you gave £675.71. Thank you for your continuing      
support and generosity. 
 
Second collections during April 
 
6th/7th Second collection for Easter Flowers 
13th/14th  Second Collection for Julia’s Fund 


