
Masses & Services this Week  

Saturday 16th 

March 

4.00pm Confessions 

4.30pm Mass: (People of the Parish) 

Sunday 17th    8.00am Mass: (Holy Souls) 

11.00am Mass: (Vera Bullock RIP) 

Monday 18th 9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (Antonio & Giuseppina Martino &    

Deceased Family RIP) 

4.00pm Reception of Elizabeth Hubbard RIP 

5.00pm Syro-Malabar Mass 

6.30pm Confirmation Programme 

Tuesday 19th 

St. Joseph 

9.30am Mass: (Nancy Holmes RIP) 

12.30pm Funeral Service for Elizabeth Hubbard RIP 

Wednesday 

20th 
6.30am Mass: (Holy Souls) 

9.30am Mass: (Leila Adams RIP) 

7.00pm Meeting for parents of the First Holy        

Communion Group) 

Thursday 21st     9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Service of the Word & Holy Communion 

Friday 22nd  9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (Holy Souls) 

7.00pm Stations of the Cross (led by the First Holy 

Communion Group) 

Saturday 23rd   9.00am Mass: (Holy Souls) 

Confessions after Mass 

4.00pm Confessions 

4.30pm Vigil Mass: (People of the Parish) 

Sunday 24th    

3rd Sunday of 

Lent (C) 

8.00am Mass: (Jem Grimwood RIP) 

11.00am Mass: (Holy Souls) 

The Confirmation Group will be serving Bacon Rolls 

along with Teas and Coffee in the old chapel after 

Mass—all proceeds to help fund the pre-

Confirmation Retreat at The Briars 

4.00pm Stations of the Cross 

Please note the alterations to the usual Mass schedule this week—

sorry for any inconvenience caused. 

PARISH OF 

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION &      

SAINT NORBERT 

 
17th March 2019       Second Sunday in Lent (C)         Psalter 2 

 
Parish Priest: Fr. James Burke, 52 St. Thomas’s Road, Spalding, PE11 2XX  

Telephone: 01775 722056 (Ext ‘2’) 
Email: fr.jim@stnorberts.org.uk  

Deacon: Rev. Dennis Brady, 61, Pennygate, Spalding, PE11 1NN Telephone: 01775 723616 
 

Parish Administrator: Katherine Saunders 
Telephone: 01775 722056 (Ext ’1’) 
Email: admin@stnorberts.org.uk          

 
Parish School: Saint Norbert’s Academy Catholic Primary School, Tollgate (off Pennygate), 

Spalding, PE11 1TJ  Telephone: 01775 722889 
Head of School: Mrs. Jenna Withers 

 
Nearest Catholic Comprehensive: Saint John Fisher Catholic High School, Park Lane,  

Peterborough, PE1 5JN 
Head Teacher: Mr. Sean Hayes  Telephone: 01733 343646   

 
Parish Pastoral Council: Judy Flynn 07774 260853 

Parish Centre: Contact the Parish Office: 01775 722056 
 

Safeguarding Parish Co-ordinator: Deborah Slay 07857 206236 

The Second Sunday in Lent 



Your Prayers are Requested for: Elvira Choma, Mary Bull, Rita      
Gensiorskj, Jean Fairbanks, Mike Bertolaso, Leontia Slay, Audrey 
Cook, Eileen Walton, Manfred Haacker, Maureen Crunkhorn, Allison 
Law, Maddie Scott, Ros Mullholland Gullick, Rosemarie & Peter      
Anderton, Pat Saville, Ian Caunce, Maureen Judd & Trish Taylor. Be-
cause of the GDPR rules, we cannot automatically include the names of those 
who would like to be included in our parish prayer list. Fr. Jim is aware that 
there are some people who would like their names included, but he cannot re-
member all the names given to him after the three Masses. Please place the 
names on a piece of paper and hand them to him or Deacon Dennis; alterna-
tively, send him an email (fr.jim@stnorberts.org.uk) and he will gladly add 
names to the list. 
 

Please also remember: Mabel Spalding, Petrus van der Werf, Sr.      
Theresa Anne Aylward SPIC, Judy Twigg, Fr. Gerebern Pelgroms 
O.Praem, Harold Male and all those whose anniversaries occur at this 
time. May their souls, and all the souls of the faithful departed, rest in peace. 
Amen. 
 
Funeral Arrangements for Elizabeth Hubbard RIP: Elizabeth will be 
received into church tomorrow (Monday) evening at 4.00pm and her 
funeral service will take place on Tuesday at 12.30pm. Once again, we 
extend our condolences to Liz’s husband, John, and their extended 
family at this sad time. 
 
It is with sadness that we announce the death of Eileen Maloney.  
Eileen’s son, Mike, informed us this week of his mother’s death; Eileen, 
I am told by Mike, was a regular member of this parish for many years. 
Our condolences to Mike and to Eileen’s extended family. 
 
We pray that both Elizabeth & Eileen may now rest in peace. 
 
NOTICES 
 
Second Collection this weekend is for the CAFOD Lenten Family 
Fast. 
 

 

Christians worshipped the Christ-child born in a manger, Reverend 
Dobson said that that Christmas he appreciated more than ever      
before the man who preached love, only to die on a cross out of love. 
 
A Thought for Today: Many of the world’s most influential            
personalities have exchanged their thorns for crowns. Charles       
Darwin, suffering from a recurrent physical illness; Robert Louis     
Stevenson, plagued with tuberculosis, and Helen Keller, inflicted with 
blindness and deafness, responded not with bitterness or fatalism, but 
rather by exercise of a dynamic will transformed negative                
circumstances into positive assets. The biographer of George         
Frederick Handel wrote: ‘His health and fortunes had reached the lowest 
ebb. His right side had become paralysed, and his money was all gone. His 
creditors seized him and threatened him with imprisonment. For a brief time 
he was tempted to give up the fight—but then he rebounded again to       
compose the greatest of his inspirations, the epic ‘Messiah’. The Hallelujah 
Chorus was born, not in a sequestered villa in Spain, but in a narrow,      
undesirable cell’. 
 
(Martin Luther-King—Shattered Dreams) 

 
Today is the 17th March and because it is Sunday the feast of St.    
Patrick is impeded this year—which is a shame as St. Patrick’s Day is 
also an international day of prayer for peace—we certainly need to 
pray for peace following the needless violence we keep hearing about, 
those needlessly murdered and the terrorist attacks in New Zealand. 
Please do continue to pray for peace in our troubled world, and we 
wish you a Happy St. Patrick’s Day. 
 

 

May God grant you always... 
A sunbeam to warm you, 

A moonbeam to charm you, 
A sheltering angel, so nothing can harm you 

 
Fr. Jim & Deacon Dennis 



St. Therese of Lisieux Catholic Multi Academy Trust will be             
appointing an Executive Head Teacher to work in three local schools: 
Boston, Grantham & Spalding who will work alongside the Heads of 
each school. 
 
Our congratulations to Mrs. Withers on this appointment; I am sure 
you will join me in wishing her every success in her new role and we 
assure her of our support and prayers. (Fr. Jim) 
 
Have you registered your details with the parish? Under the new 
GDPR rules all parishioners must register with the parish so that we 
can keep your details securely for parish use. We will never disclose 
your details to another party. If you are new to the parish, or have not 
yet registered with us, please collect a form from the sacristy or the 
parish office, thank you. 
 
Catholic Singles is an organisation which helps single Catholics of all 
ages (over 18 years) meet other single Catholics, either one to one or 
through social events. For further information visit 
www.catholicsingles.org.uk or tel. 0161 941 3498. See the poster on our 
noticeboard. 
 
BEING JESUS IS TOUGH: Bishop Patrick has asked all parishes 
around the diocese to contemplate the theme of ‘Discipleship’, this 
little story is given to help us think… 
 
Could you live like Jesus for a year? Reverend Ed Dobson did just that 
and found out that living like Jesus is tough—really tough. The retired 
American pastor spent an entire year trying to eat, pray, talk and even 
vote as he imagined Jesus would and summed up the experience by 
concluding: ‘Being Jesus is tough’. He went on to write the following: 
‘I’ve concluded that I am a follower, but I’m not a very good one. If you get 
serious about the Bible, it will really mess you up’. 
 
But a year trying to live like Jesus has affected Reverend Dobson in 
deeply spiritual and unexpected ways. He has witnessed for Jesus in 
bars, picked up hitch-hikers and voted for the political party whom he 
believed best reflected Christ’s teachings. That Christmas, as        

Major Gas works will commence on Monday 
 
As you know, following the new heat installation in church, it was 
deemed necessary to install a new gas meter and new gas pipes—
this work will commence tomorrow (Monday) and we hope the total 
works will be completed from start to finish within two weeks. We 
will be without any gas supply from Monday to Thursday, so the 
church and hall will be colder than usual. Everything should be up 
and running by Thursday evening.  
 
Confirmation Programme: The young people are preparing for their 
retreat at our diocesan residential youth centre, The Briars, Crich. To 
help fund the trip the young people, supported by their parents, are 
going to be raising funds to meet the costs and the first event bacon 
rolls served with teas and coffees in the old school room after the 
4.30pm Mass and the 11.00am Mass next weekend, please do call in 
and support them. 
 
There will be another fundraising event after Easter—more details 
soon. 
 
First Communion Programme: Fr. Jim is looking forward to visiting 
the children this week.  
 
There will be a meeting for parents this Wednesday at 7.00pm. 
 
LENT 2019 
 
Stations of the Cross will take place every Wednesday at 6.30pm 
and every Friday at 7.00pm throughout Lent and on the 1st, 3rd and 
5th Sundays during Lent as announced in the newsletter. Those who 
would like to volunteer to lead the Stations may place their contact  
details on the list provided in the church. 
 
Lenten Lunches: Our first Lenten Lunch (held on Ash Wednesday) 
was not well supported, and, unfortunately, we had to cancel last 
week because some of us attended the dedication service for       
Spalding’s new war memorial in the parish church. If you would 

http://www.catholicsingles.org.uk


like to join us for the Lenten Lunches, please note we are asking you 
to sign in every week—this will make sure that food does not get 
wasted. (As we do at the early morning Mass, there will be a plate for 
any donations to our chosen worthy cause). 
 
Julia’s Fund: This is a parish fund that was established ten years ago to 
help a Polish family whose baby daughter, Julia, died as a result of a 
cot death. The family wanted to return to Poland with their baby, but 
had no means of doing so—they required £2,600.00 for the baby to be 
repatriated, within 48 hours this parish donated more than £5,000.00; 
and over £6,000 was raised with the help of the Polish communities in 
Boston, Kings Lynn and Peterborough. The fund still exists and is still 
helping local people in need. There will be a voluntary collection at the 
end of every Mass during Lent and a second collection will be taken at 
all Masses on Palm Sunday—the total raised will be presented as our 
‘Gifts for the Poor’ at the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday. 
Last weekend’s collection amounted to £51.04—Thank you. 
 
PARISH FINANCE 
Last weekend you gave £618.35. Thank you for your continuing      
support and generosity. 
 
Second collections during March 
16th/17th CAFOD Family Fast 
30th/31st Parish Maintenance Fund 
 

Counters Rota: This week’s counters are: Joe & Karen; next week,    
Betty & Anita. 
 
Fr. Jim’s Silver Jubilee: Music and singing practice in church this 
Thursday from 7.00 to 7.45pm. Fr. Jim wishes to thank those who came 
along last Thursday to learn the hymns and practice the music. Please 
accept this invitation to come along and join us in song...and, if you 
play an instrument of any sort, bring it with you—if you can! 
 
Social & Fundraising Committee:  
 

The 100 CLUB: As we go to print we are just 10 members short of 
our target! Please do consider joining this fund raising initiative—it 
will cost you £20 for the year. You can hand your subscription to 
Claire or Declan Murphy, one of the clergy, or to Katherine in the 
parish         office—thank you! 
If it is easier for you to pay your subscription by cheque, please 
make your cheque payable to ‘Spalding RCP’. If we can reach 100 
members by the end of the month, the first draw will take place in 
March—more details soon. (If you can, do encourage your family 
and friends to become members—members who do not attend Mass 
in this parish, or live elsewhere, will receive their prize in the post). 
 
St. Vincent de Paul Society: (also commonly known as the ‘SVP’)   
Bishop Patrick recommends that parishes look into the possibility of 
re-establishing the SVP in our parishes—where this is not possible, 
he recommends that a collection be taken to support a local SVP. For 
many years this parish had a very successful SVP, but it waned due 
to the lack of support...as we look to the future with fewer priests 
and deacons, the work of the SVP is essential. Visiting parishioners, 
caring for the homeless...wherever there is a pastoral need, the SVP 
endeavours to provide support. This would be a wonderful project 
for our parish, and Fr. Jim would love to hear from anyone who 
would be willing to become involved; please contact him directly in 
person or by email: fr.jim@stnorberts.org.uk. 
 
ST. NORBERT’S SCHOOL NEWS 
 
Good News: As you may know, the governing body has not been 
successful in appointing a Catholic Head Teacher. For the past two 
years, Mrs. Jenna Withers has stepped up to the role of ‘Acting Head 
Teacher’. You might know that the Head Teacher in a Catholic 
school must be a practicing Catholic, which meant that Mrs. Withers 
could not be appointed to the post. It has to be said that Mrs.      
Withers has done an amazing job in stepping up to the role of 
‘Acting Head Teacher’ the governors did not want to lose her. In 
recognition of her achievements in the past two years, Bishop       
Patrick has appointed Mrs. Withers as ‘Head of School’ and we are 
delighted that she has accepted the position. 


