
Masses & Services this Week  

Saturday 6th 

April 

4.00pm Confessions 

4.30pm Mass: (Gordon Strickland RIP) 

Sunday 7th   8.00am Mass: (Maria Shearer’s Intention) 

11.00am Mass: (People of the Parish) 

4.00pm Stations of the Cross 

Monday 8th  9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (Mary Neary’s Intention) 

Confirmation Programme cancelled due to road 

works 

Tuesday 9th   8.00am Mass: (Tadeusz Wydra RIP) 

7.00pm Meeting for all helpers to discuss the Jubilee 

Wednesday 

10th 
6.30am Mass: (Holy Souls) 

9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Service of the Word & Holy Communion 

5.00pm Malayalam Mass 

Thursday 

11th 

9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (Mary Neary & Family RIP) 

Rosary after Mass 

Friday 12th 9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (Jannette van Royen RIP) 

7.00pm Stations of the Cross 

Saturday 13th     9.00am Mass: (People of the Parish) 

3.30pm Confessions 

4.30pm Vigil Mass: (Eileen Maloney RIP) 

Sunday 14th    

Palm Sunday 

Year (C) 

8.00am Mass: (Jose Abadia RIP) 

11.00am Mass: (Thomas Smith RIP) 

Assemble in the former chapel for blessing of palms 

and procession 

4.00pm Stations of the Cross 

The 100 CLUB: The first draw took place after the 4.30pm Mass last week-
end; congratulations to our first winners: 1st Bridie Lyden (£30), 2nd Josie 
Cooper (£20) & 3rd Linda & Jackie (£10). Thank you for your support. 
 
EASTER EGG TOMBOLA—The annual Easter Egg Tombola will be held 
in our hall after the 11.00am Mass on Easter Sunday, 21st April. We are ask-
ing you to donate Easter Eggs and then try and win them back again! Thank 
you!  
 
For all the helpers for the Jubilee, a little reminder that there will be a 
meeting in the meeting room at 7 on Tuesday 09.04.2019. 
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Second Collection this weekend is for flowers to decorate the church 
for Easter. As you will appreciate, flowers are very expensive, but 
even more so at Easter. Please be as generous as possible. In some 
churches parishioners dedicate an arrangement in memory of a loved 
one, or for a special occasion. The collection also shows are                
appreciation for our small group of Flower Arrangers brass and church 
cleaners who dedicate their time to ensure that our church is always 
looking its best; thank you to you all. 
 
Don’t forget! The Confirmation Group are selling bacon rolls and   
serving tea and coffee in our new centre after the 11.00am Mass this 
morning—all proceeds will go towards the cost of their pre-
Confirmation Retreat at The Briars—please do support them. 
 
Stations of the Cross this afternoon at 4.00pm. 
 
Major Road Works will be taking place on St. Thomas’s Road and   
adjoining streets from tomorrow, 8th April, until Thursday, 11th April. 
The work will be taking place through the night starting at 7.00pm 
(19:00hrs) to 5.00am (05:00hrs). During this time no on street parking 
will be allowed and diversions will be in place. 
 
Your Prayers are Requested for: Elvira Choma, Mary Bull, Rita       
Gensiorskj, Jean Fairbanks, Mike Bertolaso, Leontia Slay, Audrey 
Cook, Eileen Walton, Manfred Haacker, Maureen Crunkhorn, Allison 
Law, Maddie Scott, Ros Mullholland Gullick, Pat Saville, Ian Caunce, 
Mary King & Maureen Judd. Because of the GDPR rules, we  cannot auto-
matically include the names of those who would like to be included in our par-
ish prayer list. Fr. Jim is aware that there are some people who would like their 
names included, but he cannot remember all the names  given to him after the 
three Masses. Please place the names on a piece of paper and hand them to him 
or Deacon Dennis; alternatively, send him an email 
(fr.jim@stnorberts.org.uk) and he will gladly add names to the list. 
 
Please also remember: Elizabeth Nowlan, John Zucchetti, Anne     
Lively, Harry Emraz, Mildred Couch, Mario Monterro, Geoff        
Whitwell, Winnifred Roffe and all those whose anniversaries occur at 
this time. May their souls, and all the souls of the faithful departed, rest in 

before they leave us on Tuesday morning. We are looking for           
donations of food and for help setting up, preparing the meals and 
tidying away afterwards—if you can help, please contact Ruth Nester; 
thank you. 
 
Respect for Life Year: Sometime ago we reported in this newsletter 
that Bishop Patrick asked the clergy of the diocese to get behind a 
new pro-life initiative. Fr. Jim and Sharon Amess attended the      
meeting held in Nottingham and decided that we would try to      
promote a ‘Respect for Life’ programme here in Spalding. 
 
This month we will be introducing a ‘Spiritual Adoption Programme’. 
Everyone loves the innocence of a baby. As an expression of that love, 
our parish community will have the opportunity to ‘spiritually’ adopt 
a child who is newly conceived this month. The latest statistics we 
have to hand (2017) reveal that 197,533 abortions were carried out in 
the UK during that year—it is these babies, who are in danger of    
being aborted that you are being invited to ‘spiritually’ adopt. 
 
You may ‘adopt’ a child individually or as a family by signing up to 
join the spiritual prayer programme in our parish, which will be 
launched on Easter Sunday, 21st April; and from Easter Sunday, you 
are asked to start praying for ‘your’ unborn child and for all the      
unborn—we should never underestimate the power of prayer. 
 
On the first Sunday of every month a short report describing the    
baby’s development will be published in the newsletter, and every 
month Fr. Jim intends to preach a pro-life homily—in addition, on the 
last Sunday of every month, we are inviting you to commit to attend a 
Holy Hour before the Blessed Sacrament to pray for your spiritually 
adopted child. The children conceived this month will be born in    
December, our Respect for Life Programme will conclude with a     
celebration on the 29th December 2019—the Feast of the Holy Family. 
 
A reminder that the annual March for Life is taking place in   London 
on the 11th May. The entire day is a great  celebration of life! If you 
are interested, please have a word with Sharon for more details. 
 
 



distribution of Palms followed by procession into church. 
Confessions are available after both Masses today. 
4.00pm Stations of the Cross 
 
Monday, 15th April: Morning Mass as usual. 
5.00pm approximate time of arrival of the ‘Students Cross’ (see the 
notice further down this page). 
 
Wednesday, 17th April, 6.30am Mass followed by breakfast in the 
Hall. 
11.30am Chrism Mass; St. Barnabas Cathedral, Derby Road,            
Nottingham.  
 
Holy Thursday, 18th April: 7.00pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
Watching before the Blessed Sacrament until 10.00pm. 
 
Good Friday, 19th April—Day of Fast and abstinence from all meat. 
10.00am Gather for the annual ecumenical ‘Walk of Witness’ into the 
town centre (Hall Place, near ‘Boots’) for an open air service, followed 
by refreshments in the Methodist Church, Broad Street. (Processions 
leaving also from the Parish Church, Spalding). 
 
10.15am Children’s Way of the Cross followed by Hot Cross buns 
served in the Hall. 
 
11.00am Annual ecumenical ‘Walk of Witness’ from Crowland Abbey. 
 
3.00pm Solemn Proclamation of the Passion 
 
Holy Saturday, 20th April: 8.00pm Service of Light & Easter Vigil 
(The first Mass of Easter). 
 

Easter Sunday, 21st April: Masses at 8.00am & 11.00am 
 
Student Cross: The students will be visiting us again this year on their 
annual walk to Walsingham. Their estimated time of arrival is Mon-
day, 15th April at 5.00pm. There are 23 students and, as in previous 
years, we would like to offer them a hot meal on arrival, and breakfast 

peace. Amen. 
 
NOTICES 
 
Confirmation Programme: Owing to the roadworks taking place 
along St. Thomas’s Road this week, the Confirmation Group will 
NOT be meeting this week. 
 
The next meeting will be on Monday, 15th April. We will be asking 
for volunteers to participate in the Easter Tridiuum (i.e., Holy   
Thursday, Good Friday and the Easter Vigil). We will also distribute 
a very important document for your sponsors to complete and      
finally, we will be meditating on the Stations of the Cross. 
 
New First Holy Communion Policy: This year we have had the 
largest group for first Holy Communion that we have ever had—34 
children, but this year has also been the worst attendance at Sunday 
Mass and other celebrations throughout the year—for this reason, 
we have no option but to review our First Holy Communion Policy. 
In future the First Holy Communion programme will run for two 
years. 
 
Children due to receive their first Holy Communion in 2020 are 
required to submit their application for First Holy Communion by 
Pentecost (Sunday, 9th June) and should join the Children’s       
Liturgy immediately. 
 
Children due to receive their first Holy Communion in 2021 are 
required to submit their application by 31st July 2019 and are      
expected to attend Children’s Liturgy from September 2019. 
 
Children expected to receive their first Holy Communion in 2022 

will begin their preparation in September 2020. 

 

Parents from other parishes (this includes members of the Polish 
community, who do not normally attend the English Masses) are 
welcome to join our programme with the written permission of their 
parish priest. 



Parents moving into the parish are welcome to join the programme, 
but we will require a letter from your previous parish priest              
confirming your regular Mass attendance. Please speak with Fr. Jim     
before contacting your former parish priest. 
 
The full policy can be viewed on our parish website: 
www.stnorberts.org.uk 
 
The new application forms will be available from Sunday, 5th May. 
 
PARISH FINANCE 
Last weekend you gave £648.64. The second collection for Maintenance 
Fund amounted to £207.30—Thank you for your support and ongoing 
generosity. 
 
Second collections during April 
 
This weekend: Special collection for Easter Flowers 
Next weekend (13th\14th) Annual second collection for Julia’s Fund. 
 
The collection taken at Easter is your personal gift to Fr. Jim, which 
contributes to his annual salary. 
 
Because of Fr. Jim’s Silver Jubilee celebration, there will not be a       
second collection taken over the weekend of the 27th & 28th April. 
 

Julia’s Fund: During Lent we will take a voluntary retiring collection 
after all weekend Masses and a second collection on Palm Sunday, 
which is next weekend; these will be combined and will be presented 
at the Mass on Holy Thursday as our gifts for the poor. 
 
Counters Rota: Teresa Smith compiles the rota for our weekly       
counters, and we are very grateful to Teresa for doing this; and we 
thank our small group of counters who do a marvellous job. However, 

we do need more volunteers—if you could spare some time over the 
occasional weekend to help prepare the weekly collections for       
banking, we would love to hear from you as soon as possible. Don’t 
worry if you have never done this sort of thing before as Katherine will 

show you all that needs to be done. Please contact one of the         
following if you are willing to join the rota: Deacon Dennis, Fr. Jim 
or Katherine, who works in our parish office. 
 
Parish Maintenance 
 

Thank You: Fr. Jim wishes to acknowledge and thank the              
parishioner who donated the cost of protecting the stained glass 
window of St. Norbert; and also the cost of the remaining eleven 
windows was donated by Paul Smith in memory of his parents,     
Violetta and Robert Baden Smith RIP—our sincere thanks to Paul for 
this. 
 
Last weekend I published a list of other jobs that need to be complet-
ed and I have been asked to publish the costs involved to give you a 
figure for these outstanding works. 
 
Repairs to the kneelers (where necessary) is the most expensive item 
on the list—the cost for  this is £2,167.50 (approximately £45.00 per 
kneeler). 
 
Repairs to the front doors of the church, plus applying two coats of 
varnish: £325.00. 
 
To replace the rubber gaskets either side of the coloured glass      
windows in church: £285.00. 
 
To keep costs at a minimum we will have the work carried out     
simultaneously and it will take up to six weeks to complete. 
 
HOLY WEEK & EASTER 2019 
 
Saturday 13th April: Confessions available from 3.30pm to 4.15pm. 
4.30pm Vigil Mass of Palm Sunday (Children’s Mass) 
 
Sunday, 14th April: 8.00am Mass with the blessing and distribution 
of Palms. 
11.00am Gather in our new Centre (former chapel) for blessing and 


