
Masses & Services this Week  

Saturday 9th 

March 

4.00pm Confessions 

4.30pm Mass: (Patrick Kennedy RIP) 

Sunday 10th   8.00am Mass: (Anthony Grunwell’s Intention) 

11.00am Mass: (People of the Parish) 

4.00pm Stations of the Cross 

Monday 11th 9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (Holy Souls) 

6.30pm Confirmation Programme 

7.00pm Fr. Jim to meet with the parents of the        

Confirmation Group in church 

Tuesday 12th   8.00am Mass: (Holy Souls) 

Wednesday 

13th 
6.30am Mass: (Sharon Amess’ Intention) 

12.00pm Lenten Lunch 

6.15pm Meeting for Flower Arrangers 

6.30pm Stations of the Cross 

Followed by Mass (approximately 7.00pm) 

(Holy Souls) 

Thursday 

14th 

9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (Holy Souls) 

Rosary after Mass 

7.00pm Singing practice in church in preparation for 

Fr. Jim’s Silver Jubilee celebration 

Friday 15th  9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (Ruth Nester’s Intention) 

7.00pm Stations of the Cross 

Saturday 16th    9.00am Mass: (Chris Dowd RIP) 

Confessions after Mass 

4.00pm Confessions 

4.30pm Vigil Mass: (People of the Parish) 

Sunday 17th  

2nd Sunday in 

Lent (C) 

8.00am Mass: (Holy Souls) 

11.00am Mass: (Vera Bullock RIP) 

Dedication Service for the Spalding WWII Memorial will take 
place in the Parish Church of St. Mary & St. Nicolas, Spalding in the 
presence of HRH The Duke of Kent KG this Wednesday, 13th 
March. To be seated by 10.00am. The parish has been allotted ten 
places, if you wish to attend, please place your name on the list    
provided before you leave church today—thank you.  
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Parish Priest: Fr. James Burke, 52 St. Thomas’s Road, Spalding, PE11 2XX  

Telephone: 01775 722056 (Ext ‘2’) 
Email: fr.jim@stnorberts.org.uk  

Deacon: Rev. Dennis Brady, 61, Pennygate, Spalding, PE11 1NN Telephone: 01775 723616 
 

Parish Administrator: Katherine Saunders 
Telephone: 01775 722056 (Ext ’1’) 
Email: admin@stnorberts.org.uk          

 
Parish School: Saint Norbert’s Academy Catholic Primary School, Tollgate (off Pennygate), 

Spalding, PE11 1TJ  Telephone: 01775 722889 
Acting Head Teacher: Mrs. Jenna Withers 

 
Nearest Catholic Comprehensive: Saint John Fisher Catholic High School, Park Lane,  

Peterborough, PE1 5JN 
Head Teacher: Mr. Sean Hayes  Telephone: 01733 343646   

 
Parish Pastoral Council: Judy Flynn 07774 260853 

Parish Centre: Contact the Parish Office: 01775 722056 
 

Safeguarding Parish Co-ordinator: Deborah Slay 07857 206236 



The First Sunday in Lent: Today’s Gospel is all about temptation. We 
all try to resist it with varying degrees of success. Oscar Wilde once 
joked: ‘The only way to get rid of temptation is to yield to it.’ The actress 
Mae West, famed for her double meaning jokes, said: I generally avoid 
temptation, unless I can’t resist it.’ 
 
At the end of his temptations in the desert, Jesus stood on the highest 
wall of the temple as scripture-quoting Satan encouraged him to jump. 
Satan said God’s angels would protect him. Jesus quoted back: ‘You 
shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’ 
 
For all of us during temptation there is that ‘precipice’ moment when 
we make our decision. Hopefully God will protect us and send us 
strength. 
 
Together with Christians throughout the world, let us resolve to dwell 
in the desert of Lent, fasting from distraction, sharing with the poor, 
and supporting each other with our prayers. 
 
Please take some time this week to pray for those who minister to   
others. 
 
Today: Bishop Patrick, our priests, deacons and religious, here and 
those who work in the Church as missionaries. 
 
Monday: For our readers and Eucharistic ministers. 
 
Tuesday: For Mrs. Withers and all those on the staff of St. Norbert’s 
School; our catechists. 
 
Wednesday: For the poor and the suffering in the world; for those in 
our parish who minister to sick and the dying; to the housebound and 
lonely; those in our parish working in the prison service; for our parish 
prayer list. 
 
Thursday: For vocations in the Church. 
 
Friday: For those who welcome us to church; our musicians and    

coming weeks, please give the matter some serious consideration as 
April approaches. 
 
On the diocesan front, things are going very well. The Diocese has 
been awarded the sum of £6,000 over the next two years to establish a 
centre in Nottingham offering help to those tempted to have an    
abortion and those who have been affected by abortion in any way, 
please pray for the success of this new initiative. 
 
On the national front the annual March for Life is taking place in   
London on the 11th May. Some of our parishioners have participated 
in similar marches in Birmingham and London and all have returned 
with a very positive attitude and understanding of the Church’s    
mission to promote the Gospel of Life. The entire day is a great       
celebration of life! Prayer, testimonies, music providing a fitting and 
joyful celebration—in the past, participants from this parish have 
joined with a group travelling from Peterborough, but it would be 
great if we could have our own group. The March for Life is suitable 
for all age groups—if you are interested, please have a word with 
Sharon. 
 
Mass Intentions: As you know, from time to time, we run this notice 
just to ensure that we haven’t forgotten any intentions—if you have 
booked a Mass and unsure that is has been offered please contact 
Katherine in the office or Fr. Jim—thank you. 
 
Have you registered your details with the parish? Under the new 
GDPR rules all parishioners must register with the parish so that we 
can keep your details securely for parish use. We will never disclose 
your details to another party. If you are new to the parish, or have not 
yet registered with us, please collect a form from the sacristy or the 
parish office, thank you. 
 

Catholic Singles is an organisation which helps single Catholics of all 
ages (over 18 years) meet other single Catholics, either one to one or 
through social events. For further information visit 
www.catholicsingles.org.uk or tel. 0161 941 3498. See the poster on our 
noticeboard. 

http://www.catholicsingles.org.uk


Dennis or Judy—thank you. 
 
Can you spare 45 minutes on Thursday evening to come and learn 
the hymns and music for the Jubilee Mass? Your attendance will be   
greatly appreciated—if you play a musical instrument and can bring it 
to the practice, please do. We meet in church at 7.00pm—everyone 
welcome, including the children. 
 
Maintenance Work: Work to cover the excessive water stains  in the 
church ceiling will begin tomorrow (Monday) and it is likely to take 
up to four days to complete—which means that the church will not be 
in use Monday to Thursday this week. 
 
As you know, we will be protecting our stained glass panels around 
the entrance of the church—but, before this can happen we have 
found some of the original glass in some panels that were not used 
and so we are looking at the cost to repair the broken glass before we 
protect them. 
 
Work on the new gas supply will commence on the 18th March and 
should be completed within two weeks. 
 
Web Cam: Our apologies to those who have not been able to join us 
for Mass via our webcam...the matter has been resolved. If you use 
the webcam service, please let us know as soon as possible that 
there is a problem so that we can look into the matter and keep the 
system up and running—thank you. 
 
Respect for Life Update: You may remember Bishop Patrick inviting 
parishes to become involved in a pro-life initiative being established 
in the Diocese of Nottingham; our parish was represented by Sharon 
Amess and Fr. Jim. Since that meeting we have held a monthly Mass 
and a monthly Rosary to pray for those affected by abortion. During 
Lent we will continue our monthly Mass and Rosary and we will be 
praying a specially composed meditation on the Stations of the Cross 
for this intention. Next month we will be launching our ‘Respect for 
Life’ campaign and inviting you to join us in prayer for this very     
important intention, we will be writing about this campaign in the 

singers; cleaners, flower arrangers, brass cleaners, our maintenance 
teams and fundraisers. 
 
Saturday: For your own intentions. 
 
Diocesan Lenten Review: As you know, Bishop Patrick has initiated 
a review of the entire diocese as we face a future with many less 
priests within the next three years. Discussions are already taking 
place across the diocese and the issue will be high on the agenda 
when our own local clergy will be meeting here this week and again 
at the beginning of April. As part of the process every parish is to 
participate in a questionnaire, which must be completed before Palm 
Sunday (14th April). So that we can participate in the discussion, we 
will be discussing the Lenten Review after the early Mass on 
Wednesday mornings, during the Lenten Lunches and briefly after 
the Wednesday evening Mass. 
 
Along with the Diocesan Review sees the introduction of the ‘Faith 
into Action’ project...this project is ideal for us as we are working on 
our own community project, which has been called: ‘Project St. 
Thomas’ and we are looking at ways in which we can serve the local 
community. Last week we submitted a proposal and Business Plan 
to the Diocese, and hopefully, once we have had word from the    
Diocese following their meeting on the 7th March, we can have    
another open meeting and share the Diocese’s response to our      
proposals. 
 
St. Vincent de Paul Society: (also commonly known as the ‘SVP’)   
Bishop Patrick recommends that parishes look into the possibility of 
re-establishing the SVP in our parishes—where this is not possible, 
he recommends that a collection be taken to support a local SVP. For 
many years this parish had a very successful SVP, but it waned due 
to the lack of support...as we look to the future with fewer priests 
and deacons, the work of the SVP is essential. Visiting parishioners, 
caring for the homeless...wherever there is a pastoral need, the SVP 
endeavours to provide support. This would be a wonderful project 
for our parish, and Fr. Jim would love to hear from anyone who 
would be willing to become involved; please contact him directly in 



person or by email: fr.jim@stnorberts.org.uk. 
 
Lenten Lunches: We ask you to sign up for the Lenten Lunches that 
will be served in the old school room in our new centre, please use the 
Green Lane entrance. 
 
Your Prayers are Requested for: Elvira Choma, Mary Bull, Rita       
Gensiorskj, Jean Fairbanks, Mike Bertolaso, Leontia Slay, Audrey 
Cook, Eileen Walton, Manfred Haacker, Maureen Crunkhorn, Allison 
Law, Maddie Scott, Ros Mullholland Gullick, Pat Saville, Ian Caunce, 
& Maureen Judd. Because of the GDPR rules, we cannot automatically   
include the names of those who would like to be included in our parish prayer 
list. Fr. Jim is aware that there are some people who would like their names 
included, but he cannot remember all the names given to him after the three 
Masses. Please place the names on a piece of paper and hand them to him or 
Deacon Dennis; alternatively, send him an email (fr.jim@stnorberts.org.uk) 
and he will gladly add names to the list. 
 
Please also remember: Theodore Choma, Peter Halliday, Patricia  
Powney, Demis Brennan, Norah Tighe, Rasa Vasiliauskiene, Valarie 
Kilkenny, Margaret Baltrop, Baby Ethan Burguillo, Richard Bobowski 
and all those whose anniversaries occur at this time. May their souls, 
and all the souls of the faithful departed, rest in peace. Amen. 
 
NOTICES 
 
Confirmation Programme 
 
Parents Meeting: Fr. Jim would like to meet with the parents of our 
Confirmation group tomorrow (Monday) evening at 7.00pm in church 
- thank you. 
 
First Holy Communion Programme 
 
Are you celebrating an important anniversary this year? Please do let 
Fr. Jim, Deacon Dennis or Katherine know in plenty of time, especially 
if you would like to mark the celebration with a Mass or a blessing.  
 
 

PARISH FINANCE 
Last weekend you gave £637.21—Thank you. 
 
Second collections during March 
Next weekend (16th/17th March) CAFOD Family Fast 
30th/31st Parish Maintenance Fund 
 
Julia’s Fund: During Lent we will take a voluntary retiring            
collection. 
 
Counters Rota: This week’s counters are: Teresa & Martin; next 
week, Joe & Karen. 
 
The Flower Arrangers will be meeting on Wednesday, 13th March 
at 6.15pm to discuss Easter flowers. They would welcome more   
volunteers to join the flower rota—can you spare a couple of hours 

to help? Please see Sharon Amess or Anne Judd; if you are not sure 
who they are, ask one of the clergy and they will be happy to        
introduce you. 
 
Social & Fundraising Committee 
 
The 100 CLUB: We are nearly there! We are just 15 members short of 
our 100 target! We hope that we can reach that target in time for the 
first draw at the end of March—if you have not joined, please      
consider joining and support our parish funds. 
 
If it is easier for you to pay your subscription by cheque, please 
make your cheque payable to ‘Spalding RCP’. If we can reach 100 
members by the end of the month, the first draw will take place in 
March—more details soon. (If you can, do encourage your family 
and friends to become members—members who do not attend Mass 
in this parish, or live elsewhere, will receive their prize in the post). 
 
Fr. Jim’s Silver Jubilee: Please note there will be a meeting with  
Judy and Deacon Dennis this Tuesday evening (12th March) at 
7.00pm in the Hall to discuss the Jubilee celebrations. Can all       
volunteers please attend this meeting or liaise with Deacon     


