
Masses & Services this Week  

Saturday 4th  

January 

4.30pm Mass: (Ron & Simon Howard RIP) 

 

Sunday 5th   8.00am Mass: (People of the Parish) 

11.00am Mass: (In Thanksgiving) 

Monday 6th    12.00pm Requiem Mass for Theresa Cummings RIP 

2.00pm Mass in St. Norbert’s School 

Tuesday 7th  9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (Sigitas & List RIP) 

Wednesday 

8th  
6.00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

7.00pm Mass: (Les Kelman RIP) 

Meeting for Eucharistic Ministers after Mass 

Thursday 9th 9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Service of the Word & Holy Communion 

Rosary 

Friday 10th  9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (Geoff Whitwell RIP) 

Saturday 11th  9.00am Mass: (Helen Beggs RIP) 

Confessions 

4.00pm Confessions 

4.30pm Vigil Mass: (Esther & Bill Pinnick RIP) 

Sunday 12th  8.00am Mass: (People of the Parish) 

11.00am Mass: (John & Kathy Kelly’s Intentions) 

 
thank you to Clare & Declan for overseeing the running of the 100 
Club—I hope they do it again next year!! Thank you to all members 
for your support; congratulations to all the winners, commiserations 
to the  losers—better luck next time! 
 
The winners of the November Draw were: 1st (60) Fr. Jim, £30; 2nd 
(32) Phyl Bettinson, £20 and 3rd Ros Mullholland-Guillick, £10. 
 
The winners of the end of the year Super Draw are: 1st (88) Pat    
Grimwood, £100; 2nd (54) Mary Michie, £70; 3rd (52) Mary Battley, 
£50; 4th (49) Mary Quann, (62) Sue Drew, (37) Dec Murphy (all £20 
each) 5th (75) Jeanne Roffe & (45) Mike van der Weyden (both £10 
each). 

PARISH OF 

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION &      

SAINT NORBERT 

 
5th January 2020          The Epiphany of the Lord (A)         Psalter 2 

 
Parish Priest: Fr. James Burke, 52 St. Thomas’s Road, Spalding, PE11 2XX  

Telephone: 01775 722056 (Ext ‘2’) 
Email: fr.jim@stnorberts.org.uk  

Deacon: Rev. Dennis Brady, 61, Pennygate, Spalding, PE11 1NN Telephone: 01775 723616 
 

Parish Administrator: Katherine Saunders 
Telephone: 01775 722056 (Ext ’1’) 
Email: admin@stnorberts.org.uk          

 
Parish School: Saint Norbert’s Academy Catholic Primary School, Tollgate (off Pennygate), 

Spalding, PE11 1TJ  Telephone: 01775 722889 
Head of School: Mrs. Jenna Withers 

 
Nearest Catholic Comprehensive: Saint John Fisher Catholic High School, Park Lane,  

Peterborough, PE1 5JN 
Head Teacher: Mrs. Kate Pereira  Telephone: 01733 343646   

 
Parish Pastoral Council: Judy Flynn 07774 260853 

Parish Centre: Contact the Parish Office: 01775 722056 
 

Safeguarding Parish Co-ordinator: Deborah Slay 07857 206236 
 

‘Project St. Thomas’, Committee Chairman: Anthony Grunwell 07740 664017 
Email: anton.12@btinternet.com 



Happy New Year! What a year 2019 turned out to be, I don’t think   
anyone could have predicted that we would have a general election 
just before   Christmas! In many ways I wish I could recommend that 
we put the old     year behind us and look to the new, but, l expect. like 
many of you, I just don’t know what is happening with so much going 
on, and I am not just     referring to Brexit and all that ‘stuff’. 
 
On the 1st January the Church honored Mary, the Mother of God. She 
carried Jesus to the world. With her unconditional faith, our Blessed 
Mother saw the love of God in the sorrowful, the ordinary, and the  
joyful. She who placed her trust in God saw his glory in everything. 
This is a very special year as on the 29th March the Catholic Bishops 
Conference of England & Wales will be rededicating our country as the 
‘Dowry of Mary’; and we shall join with Catholics throughout England 
in reciting The Angelus at every Mass leading up to the 29th March. If 
there is sufficient interest, and if we can arrange a  suitable date, I   
propose that we organise a joint pilgrimage to Walsingham with our 
sister parish in Holbeach to pray for our parishes. It will be another 
challenging year for both our nation, our parishes, and our Church - 
the model of Mary offers a wonderful guide for our year ahead. Let us 
try to immerse ourselves in God’s love and respond to his presence 
and grace by bringing that love to others; let us dare to share how God 
is working in our lives with those around us and resolve to let God 
shape our hearts to be more generous and loving. With eyes of faith 
and hope, we will know God’s presence in our daily lives and it will 
bring us peace, even in difficult times. 
 
May your new year be a time of commitment, courage, and renewal. 
Be assured of my prayers that 2020 will be a year full of blessing for us 
all in times of joy and sadness. 
 
With love, 
Fr. Jim 
 
Parish Office: Katherine has resigned from her position in the Parish 
Office. She has been successful in finding other employment and has 
asked to leave this coming Friday, 10th January. Fr. Jim writes: ‘I am 
sure many parishioners will want to join me in thanking Katherine for 
her time with us. We wish her well for the future. 

Will you help us? We are asking for your help to: 
 Distribute leaflets 
 Donate or bake a cake for consultation events 
 Serve tea and cake at the two consultation events 
 Help set up the main hall in the new centre 
 
There are some ‘sign up’ sheets on the noticeboard in the narthex, this 
is a great opportunity to get involved, please give us a hand. 
 
Committee members would like to acknowledge a donation from   
Little Acorns Nursery of £75.00 towards our Changing Places          
Project—which means that we now have £260.00 towards providing 
toilet and washing facilities for those unable to use standard washing 
and toilet facilities. 
 
HEALTH & SAFETY 
 
In order to comply with H&S regulations, we will be making a H&S 
announcement at the beginning of Mass over the first weekend of  
every month. 
 
Maintenance Matters: We are expecting work to begin on the     
kneelers very soon (before the end of the month). We are also          
replacing the gaskets around the windows (interiorly and externally) 
and, finally, we are carrying out repairs to the main doors of the 
church. 
 
We would like to acknowledge a recent donation to the Maintenance 
Fund of £100—Thank you. 
 
Social/Fundraising:  
 
Smartie Challenge: The current total stands at £975.30!! Thank you! 
All proceeds from the Smartie Challenge is being donated towards 
the cost of the heating installation. 
 
100 CLUB: The final draw of the year took place on the 21st             
December, and Claire Murphy has presented the parish with £1,000;  



normally spend one entire day and evening (Tuesday) in Holbeach for 
visits, appointments and meetings and on Wednesday up to 12.00 
noon for appointments. 
 
Fr. Jim’s day off will be Thursday—and there will be no scheduled 
Masses or meetings, except for school governors meetings and      
deanery meetings. In emergencies, Fr. Jim or Deacon Dennis should 
always be contacted—if they are not available, you should contact a 
neighbouring priest. (Priests details will be distributed to you in the 
coming weeks). 
 
The newsletter: It is hoped that each parish will continue to have its 
own newsletter; obviously there will be some repetition between the 
two, but they will be different. For those who want them, the          
newsletters from both parishes will be available online. If you have 
items for the newsletter get them to us as soon as possible. The    
newsletter should be ready to print by Wednesday evening, and will 
normally be printed by Friday morning, so it will be most helpful to 
have notices well in advance, if possible. Thank you. 
 
Fr. Jim will be taking a post-Christmas break from the 13th to the 22nd 
January (this was booked before the appointments were made) so he 
will honour some of the appointments that have already been made in 
Holbeach and will celebrate the weekend Masses over the 18th/19th 
January. (These arrangements may have to be put on hold due to 
Katherine’s resignation). 
 
PROJECT ST. THOMAS: We have some important news to share 
with you; there will be two public consultation meetings taking 
place in our new centre on Thursday, 6th February. We are extending 
an invitation to our neighbours in the local vicinity to discuss our  
proposals for our new community project—these will take place that 
day at 2.00pm & 7.00pm. They will be jointly presented by members of 
our own committee and Lincolnshire County Council, Lincolnshire 
Community Voluntary Services, and hopefully South Holland District 
Council and a representative from the Diocese of Nottingham will also 
be in attendance. Obviously there is no admission charge, but       
booking will be essential. 
 

I will now be consulting with the Finance Committee and the        
Diocese about the vacancy we now have to fill. We will keep you 
informed. Good Luck, Katherine in your new employment. 
 
This Week at a Glance: 
 
Monday: 12.00pm The Requiem Mass for Theresa Cummings RIP. 
Fr. Jim will celebrate Mass at 2.00pm in St. Norbert’s School. For 
those of you who may not be familiar with where the school is, it is 
in Tollgate, which is off Pennygate, Spalding, PE11 1TJ. 
 

Tuesday: UNION  OF  CATHOLIC  MOTHERS meeting at 2pm in 
St Norbert's, Spalding, when Judith will be telling us about her      
recent visit to Adelaide, Australia.  Ladies, start the year by joining 
us at our meeting. 
 

Wednesday: Meeting with Eucharistic Ministers after the 7.00pm 
Mass. 
 
Thursday: From now on Thursday will be Fr. Jim’s day off. There 
will not be a scheduled Mass on this day to enable him to take a 
proper break each week, but, in an emergency, please do call him. 
 
Friday: Fr. Paul transfers to Bourne and Deeping St. James today and 
Fr. Jim succeeds Fr. Paul as Parish Priest for Holbeach. Katherine’s 
final day in the office. 
 
The Year of the Word: The God who speaks—Re-read the readings 
from today’s Mass and reflect on the following: 
1) In the first reading, the prophet Isaiah tells the people of God, 

‘Nations shall walk by your light’. How do you see God’s 
Church acting as a light in the world today? 

 
2) As evident in the second reading from St. Paul’s letter to the 

Ephesians, the early church struggled to form a unified      
community made up of both Gentiles and Jews. Within our 
own parish community, what groups struggle to live in     
communion with each other? How might God be calling you 
to work towards unity? 



3) Within the gospel reading today, nature itself, in the  form of a 
star, proclaims the birth of Jesus, the Son of God. From your own 
encounters with the natural world, what have you gleaned about 
the God of creation? 

 
4)  The Magi find the new-born king, they seek, not in a palace, 
 but in a humble house in Bethlehem. Where do you find God’s 
 light  and love in the ordinary? 
 
On the 26th January, Pope Francis will inaugurate the first ever 
‘Sunday of the Word of God’, we will mark this day by                       
recommissioning our readers—for this special year, it will take place 
during the 11.00am Mass. Anne Darragh will tell us more about this in 
next week’s newsletter. 
 
Please Pray for the housebound and the sick: Mary Bull, Rita        
Gensiorskj, Jean Fairbanks, Leontia Slay, Audrey Cook, Eileen Walton, 
Manfred Haacker, Maureen Crunkhorn, Maddie Scott, Ros             
Mullholland Gullick, Rosemarie & Peter Anderton, Pat Saville, Ian 
Caunce, Trish Taylor, Julie Carson, Maurice Cranney, Helen Henry, Fr. 
John Cairns, Mgr. John Hadley, Canon Colin Taylor & Fr. Peter       
Harvey. 
 
Please also remember: Mary Cleary, David Snowden, Marian Wilson, 
Petrus Witteman, David Thornhill, Nancy Hodge, Kathleen Leonard, 
Eileen Middup, Maggie Banks, Agnes Cummings, Elizabeth Smith, 
Mary Avery, Bernard Brennan, Mike Coaten, Leo McBride, John 
Charles Thomas, Ruth Brend, Tom Darragh, Russell Martin, Kathleen 
Haley, Adam Borszozowskyj, Margaret Savage, and all those whose 
anniversaries occur at this time. May their souls, and all the souls of the 
faithful departed, rest in peace. Amen. 
 
PARISH FINANCE 
No information given. 
 
Second collections during January 
18/19th  Sick & Retired Priest’s Fund 
25/26th Parish Maintenance Fund 

Counter’s Rota: This week: Mike van der Weyden & Joseph              
Augustine. Next week: Norma Beveridge & Derick & Eva D’Souza. 
19th January: Eugene Cassidy & Betty McDonald. 
 
NOTICES 
 
From this coming Friday Fr. Jim takes over from Fr. Paul as Parish 
Priest of Holbeach. Holy Trinity is a parish in its own right, but will 
share a priest with Spalding once again. Whilst respecting that each 
area is a parish in its own right, I hope we will be able to support 
one another and work together—this will certainly make life easier 
for us all. Parishioners from both parishes should feel free to move 
between the two churches for Masses and the sacraments. If you 
minister here as a reader or Eucharistic Minister, there is no reason 
why you should not feel free to minister in Holbeach. We now have 
two parishes once more, but together we are the Catholic             
community in South Holland. 
 
This does mean that there are going to have to be some changes to 
our usual programme. At the moment, weekend Masses will remain 
the same whilst we compile a parish profile for Holy Trinity.     
Working alongside the parish team there, we hope to complete this 
exercise by Easter. We will share our findings and recommendations 
with the parish for their feedback, and will present the profile to 
Bishop Patrick and the Board of Directors for their comments. For 
now this means that weekend Masses in Holbeach will remain on 
Saturday at 6.30pm & Sunday at 9.30am. 
 
Weekdays: Fr. Jim will celebrate weekday Masses in Spalding on 
Monday (9.30am), Wednesday (7.00pm), Friday (9.30am) & Saturday 
(9.00am). There may have to be some changes on Days of Obligation 
for example, but this will be the usual programme, but may change 

after Easter. Weekday Masses in Holbeach will be on Tuesday & 
Wednesday at 9.30am—again this may change after Easter. 
 
Fr. Jim will be available for appointments and visits in Spalding on 
Mondays, some meetings after the evening Mass on Wednesday & 
some visits and appointments on Fridays. In Holbeach: Fr. Jim will 


