
Masses & Services this Week  

Saturday 20th 

April 

8.00pm The Service of Light & Easter Vigil 

(Norah Van der Voet RIP) 

Sunday 21st    8.00am Mass: (People of the Parish) 

11.00am Mass: (Peter Robinson RIP) 

Monday 22nd 10.00am Mass: (Deacon Dennis’ Intention) 

Tuesday 23rd    9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (Deacon Dennis’ Intention) 

Wednesday 

24th 
9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (Allison Law RIP) 

Thursday 

25th 

9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (Deceased members, relatives and 

friends of the Over 60’s Club RIP) 

Rosary after Mass 

Friday 26th 9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (Pat & Mary Anne Burke RIP) 

Saturday 27th     9.00am Mass: (Geoff Whitwell RIP) 

4.00pm Confessions 

4.30pm Vigil Mass: (Isobel Hitchman RIP) 

Sunday 28th    

Second Sunday 

of Easter 

‘Divine Mercy 

Sunday’ 

12.00pm Mass of Thanksgiving to celebrate Fr. 

Jim’s Silver Jubilee of Priestly Ordination. 

(Fr. Jim is offering this Mass for the intentions of the 

people of all the parishes, living and deceased, that he 

has been privileged to serve as a deacon & priest). 

After Mass, you are invited to a Reception in our 

Community Hall 

I do apologise for this, but, as you can imagine, there will be a lot of 
visitors and if we do not manage the parking carefully it would be 
chaos. 
 
The address for the SHDC  car park is: Priory Road, Spalding, PE11 
2XE (You can of course park on the road in the area around the 
church).   
 
Thanks for your co-operation in this matter, Judy. 
 

PARISH OF 

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION &      

SAINT NORBERT 

 
21st April 2019          Easter Sunday (C)                    Psalter 1 

 
Parish Priest: Fr. James Burke, 52 St. Thomas’s Road, Spalding, PE11 2XX  

Telephone: 01775 722056 (Ext ‘2’) 
Email: fr.jim@stnorberts.org.uk  

Deacon: Rev. Dennis Brady, 61, Pennygate, Spalding, PE11 1NN Telephone: 01775 723616 
 

Parish Administrator: Katherine Saunders 
Telephone: 01775 722056 (Ext ’1’) 
Email: admin@stnorberts.org.uk          

 
Parish School: Saint Norbert’s Academy Catholic Primary School, Tollgate (off Pennygate), 

Spalding, PE11 1TJ  Telephone: 01775 722889 
Head of School: Mrs. Jenna Withers 

 
Nearest Catholic Comprehensive: Saint John Fisher Catholic High School, Park Lane,  

Peterborough, PE1 5JN 
Head Teacher: Mrs. Kate Pereira  Telephone: 01733 343646   

 
Parish Pastoral Council: Judy Flynn 07774 260853 

Parish Centre: Contact the Parish Office: 01775 722056 
 

Safeguarding Parish Co-ordinator: Deborah Slay 07857 206236 

Happy Easter! 



It’s Easter! A Call to Worship! 
 

At the break of dawn, a bird sings. 
The long night of darkness is over. 

The stone is rolled away. 
The tomb is empty. 

The sun begins to shine. 
The Son has risen! 

It’s a morning of glory, 
Of love overcoming death, 
Of men turning to despair. 

It’s a morning of joy,  
For Easter has come again. 

Love is stronger than death, 
And we lift our voices in song. 

Alleluia! 
 

Fr. Jim writes: All I seem to be saying over the last few months is 
‘Thank you’…Two words, but, I can assure you they come from a very 
grateful heart. I am doing my best to distance myself from all the   
preparations that are going on around me in preparation for my       
anniversary, it’s difficult, but for the most part, I think I am succeeding 
so far! I am looking forward to the celebrations that you are preparing, 
but I am also looking forward to getting back to normal, whatever that 
is! I am looking forward to seeing friends I haven’t seen for years;    
former parishioners, priests, deacons and Sr. Veronica—who is a great 
source of support and prayer. I feel deeply honoured that Bishop 
George is travelling from India, and that our own Bishop Patrick will 
be the celebrant at the Mass of Thanksgiving on the 30th April, which 
is also his birthday; Bishop Patrick was amongst the concelebrants at 
my ordination in Deeping, so that is a happy coincidence too. I am 
looking forward to having my family around me too, but most of all, I 
am looking forward to introducing all of you to our visitors...I am so 
proud of you and I always hoped that when this anniversary comes 
around, I would celebrate it here, with you. 
 
Today, I wish you all a ‘Happy Easter’. I want to acknowledge the help 
of our altar servers, welcomers, collectors, readers and Eucharistic 

possible will join him for this Mass. There will be a celebration in the Hall 
afterwards—please do come and join Fr. Jim and our guests. 
 
Tuesday, 30th April, which is the actual anniversary of Fr. Jim’s ordination, 
Mass will commence at 7.00pm. We are delighted that Bishop Patrick will 
preside at the Mass. Bishop George Rajendran, from the Diocese of        
Thuckalay, India, will give the homily and many priests will be in              
attendance, including four priests, plus Fr. Jim, who are also celebrating their 
Silver Jubilees this year from Meath, Cardiff, and two from our own Diocese 
of  Nottingham. Again, there will be a reception in the Hall to which we are 
all hosting. Later in the evening there will be entertainment provided by 
‘Kelly’s Heroes’ a traditional Irish/Celtic/Folk band based in Nottingham—
this performance is dedicated to the memory of the late Vera Bullock RIP. 
We hope that as many parishioners as possible will join us for this             
celebration also. 
 
Saturday, 4th May, Fr. Jim is looking forward to concelebrating the 6.30pm 
Mass with the Polish community. 
 
Practical Arrangements with regard to Sunday 28th & Tuesday, 30th April: 

 
Sunday, 28th: The Hall will be open from 9.00am for helpers to arrive 
and/or for food to be dropped off. 
 
Tuesday, 30th April: The Hall will be open from 12.00 noon.  
 
If anyone is unsure what time to turn up on either or both days, 
please contact Judy on 07774 260753 who will be in attendance on 
both days. 
 
Parking arrangements for the Jubilee celebrations on 28th and 30th 
April: We now have arrangements in place for Sunday 28th April and 
Tuesday, 30th April with regards to the car park. We would ask you 
not to use the church car park for these events and leave the car park 
free for the elderly and those that need it. The council offices on      
Priory Road have given us permission to use their car park all day on 
the Sunday and from 5.00pm on the Tuesday. It is just a short walk to 
the church from there. People can be dropped off in the lay-by on St. 
Thomas’s Road. 



signing up to join the spiritual prayer programme in our parish. From 
today you are asked to start praying for ‘your’ unborn child. 
 
On the first Sunday of every month a short report describing the      
baby’s development will be published in the newsletter, and every 
month Fr. Jim intends to preach a pro-life homily—in addition, on the 
last Sunday of every month, we are inviting you to commit to attend a 
Holy Hour before the Blessed Sacrament to pray for your spiritually 
adopted child. The children conceived this month will be born in     
December, our Respect for Life Programme will conclude with a      
celebration on the 29th December 2019—the Feast of the Holy Family. 
Please join our prayer campaign by signing a pledge at the back of 
church today. 
 
A note of thanks for Lenten donations offered during Tea and Toast 
after the 6.30am Wednesday Mass. Total raised amounted to £70.00, 
which will go towards our parish ‘Respect for Life’ Programme. 
(Sharon). 

 
A reminder that the annual March for Life is taking place in London 
on the 11th May. The entire day is a great  celebration of life! If you are 
interested, please have a word with Sharon for more details. 
 
EASTER EGG TOMBOLA—The annual Easter Egg Tombola will be held in 
our hall after the 11.00am Mass today. 
 
‘EASTER BUNNIES IN NEED OF A GOOD HOME’ Someone has very 
kindly donated a number of knitted Easter Bunnies, which we are offering for 
sale. The small bunnies are just £2 each, the large bunnies are just £3 each—
and all proceeds will go towards the cost of the repairs to the kneelers etc.  
 
Fr. Jim’s Silver Jubilee: Just a little reminder of the celebrations that are    
taking place: 
 
Sunday, 28th April: There will be just one Mass this coming Sunday and it 
will take place at 12.00 noon. Monsignor Brian Dazeley and Canon Michael 
Bell will concelebrate. Fr. Jim’s family and some visitors from Fr. Jim’s       
previous parish in Forest Town and some of Father’s friends will be joining 
us for Mass. Fr. Jim is also hoping that as many of our parishioners as        

ministers, singers and musicians who have enhanced our                
celebrations. To those working behind the scenes, the sacristans, 
flower arrangers and cleaners; to Deacon Dennis and Fr. Vlad for 
guiding me through the Easter liturgies; again, many thanks. Happy 
Birthday to Deacon Dennis—his birthday is this Wednesday. I must 
also mention Maggie and Katherine, both working in the house and 
office, and Ania for keeping me on my feet! 
 
Finally, and not least, to yourselves who come to worship here and 
your loyalty to the parish and to me; for your generosity and       
support. May you all have a happy Easter, and may the joy of the 
resurrection be yours. 
 
With love and prayers, 
 
Fr. Jim. 
 
Your Prayers are Requested for: Elvira Choma, Mary Bull, Rita       
Gensiorskj, Jean Fairbanks, Mike Bertolaso, Leontia Slay, Audrey 
Cook, Eileen Walton, Manfred Haacker, Maureen Crunkhorn,    
Maddie Scott, Ros Mullholland Gullick, Pat Saville, Ian Caunce, 
Mary King & Julie Carson. Because of the GDPR rules, we  cannot     
automatically include the names of those who would like to be included in 
our parish prayer list. Fr. Jim is aware that there are some people who 
would like their names included, but he cannot remember all the names  
given to him after the three Masses. Please place the names on a piece of 
paper and hand them to him or Deacon Dennis; alternatively, send him an 
email (fr.jim@stnorberts.org.uk) and he will gladly add names to the list. 
 
Please Pray for the happy repose of the souls of Allison Law, Helen 
Chichowska & David Dinsey, all of whom have died recently.      
Eternal rest give unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon 
them; may they rest in peace. Amen. 
 
Please also remember: Eileen Goddard, Peter Robinson, Wasyl 
Iwanyk, Millie Roberts, Reg Brooks, Imelda Moriarty, Dorothy 
Simpson, Rudolph Tomaschewski, Roy Revill, Sandra Copping,   
Sylvia McIntosh and all those whose anniversaries occur at this time. 



May their souls, and all the souls of the faithful departed, rest in peace. Amen. 
 
NOTICES 
 
Easter Flowers: A big thank you to Justyna and our Polish community 
who have donated many of the flowers that are decorating our church 
this Easter; to Joy and Jenna for the large pedestals that adorn our 
sanctuary, and to our own flower arrangers: Sharon, Anne, Rosetta, 
Justyna and Genevieve...I am sure you will agree, the displays are 
stunning; thank you everyone. 
 
Confirmation Programme: Our next meeting will be on Monday, 13th 
May at 6.30pm. A reminder that some of the young people have 
missed a number of sessions and there is a worry that they will not 
make the 80% attendance that is required to present themselves for this 
sacrament. Like the First Holy Communion programme, it is clear we 
need to review our policy with regard to Confirmation in the future. 
 
New First Holy Communion Policy: This year we have had the largest 
group for first Holy Communion that we have ever had—34 children, 
but this year has also been the worst attendance at Sunday Mass and 
other celebrations throughout the year—for this reason, we have no 
option but to review our First Holy Communion Policy. In future the 
First Holy Communion programme will run for two years. 
 
Children due to receive their first Holy Communion in 2020 are    
required to submit their application for First Holy Communion by 
Pentecost (Sunday, 9th June) and should join the Children’s Liturgy 
immediately. 
 
Children due to receive their first Holy Communion in 2021 are    
required to submit their application by 31st July 2019 and are          
expected to attend Children’s Liturgy from September 2019. 
 
Children expected to receive their first Holy Communion in 2022 

will begin their preparation in September 2020. 

 

Parents from other parishes (this includes members of the Polish    

community, who do not normally attend the English Masses) are     
welcome to join our programme with the written permission of their 
parish priest. 
 
Parents moving into the parish are welcome to join the programme, 
but we will require a letter from your previous parish priest              
confirming your regular Mass attendance. Please speak with Fr. Jim     
before contacting your former parish priest. 
 
The full policy can be viewed on our parish website: 
www.stnorberts.org.uk 
 
The new application forms will be available from Sunday, 5th 
May. 
 
PARISH FINANCE 
Last weekend you gave £772.93. The second collection for Julia’s 
Fund amounted to £260.93, the total amount collected during Lent 
amounted to: £342.97—Thank you for your support and ongoing 
generosity. 
 
The collection taken at Easter is your personal gift to Fr. Jim, which 
contributes to his annual salary. 
 
Counters Rota: Teresa Smith compiles the rota for our weekly       
counters, and we are very grateful to Teresa for doing this; and we 
thank our small group of counters who do a marvellous job.       
However, we do need more volunteers—if you could spare some 
time over the occasional weekend to help prepare the weekly        
collections for banking, we would love to hear from you as soon as 
possible. Don’t worry if you have never done this sort of thing      
before as Katherine will show you all that needs to be done. Please 
contact one of the following if you are willing to join the rota:       
Deacon Dennis, Fr. Jim or Katherine, who works in our parish office. 
 
Respect for Life Year/Spiritual Adoption Programme: Our 
‘Spiritual Adoption’ prayer programme begins today, Easter       
Sunday. You may ‘adopt’ a child individually or as a family by    


