
Masses & Services this Week  

Tuesday, 24th 

December  

Christmas Eve 

4.30pm First Mass of Christmas: (Helen Beggs RIP) 

11.00pm Confessions 

12.00 Midnight Mass: (Jem Grimwood RIP) 

Wednesday 

25th  

Christmas Day 

8.00am Mass: (Horrace Stennett RIP) 

11.00am Mass: (People of the Parish) 

Thursday 26th 

St. Stephen’s 

Day 

10.00am Mass: Annual Altar Servers Mass: 

(Teresa Cummings RIP) 

Friday 27th St. 

John 
10.00am Mass: (Deceased members, relatives & 

friends of the Over 60’s Club) 

Saturday 28th 

The Holy 

Innocents  

9.00am Mass: (Holy Souls) 

Confessions 

4.00—4.20pm Confessions 

4.30pm Mass: (Francis Michie RIP) 

Sunday 29th 

The Holy  

Family 

8.00am Mass: (People of the Parish) 

11.00am Mass: (Maureen Judd RIP) 

3.00pm Respect for Life/Spiritual Adoption Holy Hour 

Monday 30th  9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (Robert Baden Smith & Violetta Smith 

RIP) 

Tuesday 31st  7.00pm Mass: (People of the Parish) 

Wednesday 1st 

January 2020 

Mary, Mother of 

God 

10.00am Mass: (People of the Parish) 

Thursday, 2nd 

Ss. Basil & 

Gregory 

9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (Special Intention) (PG) 

Friday, 3rd  

Holy Name of 

Jesus 

9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (Danny Jobson RIP) 

Saturday, 4th  9.00am Mass: (Jim Levy RIP) 

Confessions 

4.00-4.20pm Confessions 

4.30pm Mass: (Ron & Simon Howard RIP) 

Sunday, 5th  

The Epiphany 

8.00am Mass: (People of the Parish) 

11.00am Mass: (In Thanksgiving) 

Happy Christmas! 
Deacon Dennis, Maggie, Katherine & Fr. Jim 
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Parish Priest: Fr. James Burke, 52 St. Thomas’s Road, Spalding, PE11 2XX  

Telephone: 01775 722056 (Ext ‘2’) 
Email: fr.jim@stnorberts.org.uk  

Deacon: Rev. Dennis Brady, 61, Pennygate, Spalding, PE11 1NN Telephone: 01775 723616 
 

Parish Administrator: Katherine Saunders 
Telephone: 01775 722056 (Ext ’1’) 
Email: admin@stnorberts.org.uk          

 
Parish School: Saint Norbert’s Academy Catholic Primary School, Tollgate (off Pennygate), 

Spalding, PE11 1TJ  Telephone: 01775 722889 
Head of School: Mrs. Jenna Withers 

 
Nearest Catholic Comprehensive: Saint John Fisher Catholic High School, Park Lane,  

Peterborough, PE1 5JN 
Head Teacher: Mrs. Kate Pereira  Telephone: 01733 343646   

 
Parish Pastoral Council: Judy Flynn 07774 260853 

Parish Centre: Contact the Parish Office: 01775 722056 
 

Safeguarding Parish Co-ordinator: Deborah Slay 07857 206236 
 

‘‘Project St. Thomas’, Committee Chairman: Anthony Grunwell 07740 664017 
Email: anton.12@btinternet.com 



Fr. Jim writes:  
Where there is faith, there is love; 
Where there is love, there is peace; 
Where there is peace, there is God; 
And where there is God; there is no need. 
-Leo Tolstoy 

 

My dear friends, once you find God, you have found everything. We 
find Jesus Christ at the poor stable. He is very vulnerable and          
powerless for us. He does this so that we can become open to His love.  
 
As we gather together as families to celebrate the Birth of Our Saviour, 
I wish EVERYONE that the little baby Jesus that was born in           
Bethlehem be always with you and bring you peace. In this special 
Year of the Word, I also wish that you may experience his love and  
forgiveness as we ponder his word. May his light shine brightly in 
your lives. I wish you a joyful time with your family and friends. I 
wish you a Merry Christmas, God bless you, and all you hold dear. 
 
With love, 
 
Fr. Jim 
 

A Christmas Reflection 
 At Christmas we celebrate the mystery of Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh 
for our salvation. In the incarnate Lord, a child held in the arms of Mary, we 
see our God made visible and so we are caught up in love for the invisible 
God. 
 
The joy of Christmas overflows into feasts of the Epiphany and the Baptism of 
Christ: these proclaim that the message of salvation, radiating from the chosen 
people, has shone upon the whole human race. This Christmas joy is reflected 
in the white vestments and the Christmas crib. 
 
Lord, our God, you sent your Son, the Light of the World, into the darkness 
which covered the earth and its peoples. May the brightness of his rising 
shine in the Church, so that the nations may walk towards the Light, Jesus, 
the Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 



3. In what ways are you being called to turn the key of your mind, 
heart and will to love like Christ in action? 
 
4. The key gift is the gift of self. What one action can you take to give 
yourself as a gift to another? 
 

Some Festive Fun! 
 
A rather ‘cocky’ customer settled into the barber’s chair—the barber 
commented: ‘You’re getting a bit thin on top’. The customer quipped: 
‘As the saying goes: ‘Grass doesn’t grow on a busy street’. 
To which the barber retorted: ‘There’s another saying: No sense     
putting a roof on an empty barn’. 
 
Last night a wife told her husband: ‘I had a lovely dream that you 
gave me £500 to buy myself something nice for Christmas! You 
wouldn’t want to spoil a dream like that, would you?’ 
Her husband replied: ‘Of course not, keep the five hundred quid’. 
 
A traveller taking their first journey on a train was approached by a 
ticket collector: ‘Tickets, please?’ The passenger replied sharply: ‘No 
way! I had to pay for mine, get your own!’ 
 
 

WHAT IS CHRISTMAS? 
 

It is living in hope. 
Holding out the hand of reconciliation. 

Accepting strangers. 
Helping one another to do good. 

Wiping away tears. 
 

Every time love is given, 
Distress is relieved, 

And someone is made happy, 
God comes down from heaven and gives us light. 

That is CHRISTMAS. 

 
It is with sadness that we announce the death of Teresa             
Cummings: Teresa died on Tuesday, 17th December at home in 
Spalding. A great supporter of the parish, quietly and gently getting 
on with things without a fuss; she will perhaps be best known and 
remembered by parishioners as a flower arranger, she was also very 
handy with a needle and thread when needed to make repairs to 
fraying vestments; she will be greatly missed. Our sincere             
condolences to Eric and their family at this sad time; may she now 
rest in peace. 
 
Please also remember: Brenda McVeigh, Veronica Male, Connie 
Brunning, Rebecca Faulkner, Allister Kelman, William Lamb, Phyllis 
Clifton, Susan Bacon, Michael Evans, Edward Coster, Dr.           
Christopher Dowman, Mary Slater, Leila Adams, Raymond Neale, 
Leonard Hawkings, Patricia Long, Bridget Bingham, Master Frankie 
Joe Smith, Pat Brooks and all those whose anniversaries occur at this 
time. May their souls, and all the souls of the faithful departed, rest in 
peace. Amen. 
 
Your Prayers are Requested for: Mary Bull, Rita Gensiorskj, Jean   
Fairbanks, Leontia Slay, Audrey Cook, Eileen Walton, Manfred  
Haacker, Maureen Crunkhorn, Maddie Scott, Ros Mullholland     
Gullick, Rosemarie & Peter Anderton, Pat Saville, Ian Caunce, Trish 
Taylor, Julie Carson, Maurice Cranney, Helen Henry, Mgr. John 
Hadley, Fr. John Cairns, Canon Colin Taylor & Fr. Peter Harvey. 
 
PARISH NEWS 
 
Local Changes: As you know, Fr. Victor leaves the Diocese of      
Nottingham and joins the Royal Navy later this week, (29th           
December). Fr. Paul will be moving to the parish of Bourne and 
Deeping St. James and Fr. Jim will replace Fr. Paul as Parish Priest of 
Holbeach on the 10th January. This means that there will be changes 
to the way we do things, and Fr. Jim is hopeful that these changes 
will improve his ministry across the two parishes and he is looking 
to improve communication all around by regular meetings with  
representatives from both parishes on a regular basis. In this     
newsletter hopefully it will become apparent how he intends to 



make these improvements. 
 
In consultation with the parish team at Holy Trinity, from January we 
will be working on a ‘Parish Profile’ that will take a close look at the 
parish of Holbeach. The parish profile will give us a fuller picture of 
the parish and identify what is needed to help move forward without a 
resident priest. We hope to have completed this profile by Easter and 
then work at how we want to proceed and share any                            
recommendations with Bishop Patrick. 
 
For the time being, weekend Mass times will remain the same in both 
parishes: 
Holbeach: Saturday, 6.30pm & Sunday, 9.30am. 
Spalding: Saturday, 4.30pm & Sunday, 8.00am & 11.00am. 
 
The weekday schedule will have to change. It is proposed that       
weekday Masses in Holbeach will be on Tuesday and Wednesday at 
9.30am. There may be a Service of the Word & Holy Communion on 
other days and the Divine Mercy Chaplet will continue on Friday’s at 
3.00pm led by parishioners. In Spalding weekday Masses will be on 
Monday & Friday at 9.30am; Wednesday at 7.00pm & Saturday at 
9.00am. A Service of the Word & Holy Communion will be held at 
9.30am on Tuesday & Thursday. These arrangements will be reviewed 
after three months. 
 
Deacon Dennis to Retire: Deacon Dennis has informed Bishop Patrick 
of his intention to retire at the end of April 2020. Deacon Dennis will 
always remain a deacon, but he will be withdrawing from any pastoral 
responsibilities in the parish. He may wish to assist at Mass and other 
services, but he will no longer be under any obligation to do so—more 
information nearer the time. 
 
The Angellus & The Dowry of Mary: As previously announced in our 
last newsletter, we will be reciting The Angellus after every Mass from 
the 1st January until the 29th March as we prepare for England to be 
rededicated as ‘The Dowry of Mary’. 
 
The Year of the Word/The God Who Speaks: 2020 is the 10th            

 notoriously bad cook, she decided one year to prepare a Christmas 
dinner. “This is the first turkey I’ve ever cooked,” she warned her 
family. “If it isn’t right, I don’t want anyone to say a word. We’ll just 
get up from the table, without comment, and go to a hotel for         
dinner.” 
 
In a few minutes she returned to the dining room, where the family 
had expectantly settled around the table – wearing their hats and 
coats! 
 
Although our gifts and talents vary, God bountifully gives us the gift 
of our lives to share with others. Whenever we reach out in love we 
are most like God. All is gift; even our desire to reach out in love and 
service to others is itself God’s gift. 
 
At Christmas we celebrate Our Lord who chose to share our           
humanity so that we might share God’s divine love with one another. 
This Christmas we are invited to unwrap the gift of God in our lives 
through prayer. Prayer helps us to recognise our gifts and empowers 
us to share them with others. 
 
Prayer is the key. Prayer enables us to unwrap the gift of love by 
sharing our thoughts, feelings and actions. The greatest Christmas 
gift we can give to another person is the gift of ourselves. In all of the 
holiday bustle some precious gifts to give are time, attention, and  
listening. 
 
God’s love dwells within us and is reborn in our hearts this        
Christmas. May Our Lord open us to unwrap our love as a gift for 
others. Amen. 
 
Reflection Questions and Activities 

1. What and who are God’s gifts to you? Give God thanks in prayer 
as the key to God’s love. 
 
2. Remember some key examples of how Christ shared his love? How 
does Christ share his love today? 



23rd  9.30am Service of the Word & Holy Communion 
24th   9.30am Mass 
  3.00pm Divine Mercy Chaplet in Holbeach 
25th  The Conversion of St. Paul 
26th   Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  (Sunday of the Word of God). 
  The commissioning of our readers takes place today. 
  3.00pm Quiet Holy Hour before the Blessed Sacrament in  
  Holbeach (Confessions available) 
28th   9.30am Mass in Holbeach 
  (Meetings in Holbeach) 
29th   9.30am Mass in Holbeach 
  (Appointments in the Priest’s House, Holbeach)  
  6.00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
  7.00pm Mass 
30th  9.30am Service of the Word & Holy Communion 
 
Social/Fundraising:  
 
Christmas Raffle: Many thanks to all those who supported the      
Christmas Raffle that took place last weekend and raised £1,038.50—
add that to the £1,477.06 raised through the Christmas Fair gives us a 
total of £2,515.56. Well done and thank you to the Fair Committee and 
all those who supported them. 
 
Smartie Challenge: The Smarties keep rolling in, the running total 
has now reached an unbelievable £880.75!! Thank you! All proceeds 
from the Smartie Challenge is being donated towards the cost of the 
heating installation. 
 
A Message from Mike & Judy: Please keep Friday, 7th February free 
and in your diary. David and Stephanie Bratley will be back to host a 
quiz-night for us. Tickets will be on sale soon. (Mike and Judy Flynn). 
 
Christmas Reflection 
 
The Catholic actor of stage and screen, Helen Hayes, enjoyed telling 
the following story about her favourite Christmas dinner. Although a 

anniversary of ‘Verbum Domini’, the Apostolic Exhortation of Pope 
Benedict XVI on The Word of the Lord and it is also the 1,600th         
anniversary of St. Jerome’s death who said, ‘Ignorance of the scriptures 
is ignorance of Christ’. 
 
The vision of the year is based around three key themes: 
 
1. Celebrating God’s Word—enriching our worshipping and spir-
itual community by encouraging all of us to listen to God speaking 
to us through the Bible and to discover and renew a genuine love for 
the word of God. 
 
2. Living God’s Word—enriching our social action and outreach. By 
listening to God’s word through the scriptures, we are inspired to 
put our faith into action. 
 
3. Sharing God’s Word—enriching our formation, proclamation and 
evangelisation. There are many platforms to share our faith, are we 
doing enough? 
 
We will be marking the Year of the Word in a number of ways, the 
first being on Sunday, 26th January, the third Sunday of the 
Church’s year, which has been designated by Pope Francis as the 
annual Sunday of the Word of God, when we will re-commission 
our readers during the celebration of Mass. More details to follow. 
 
Project St. Thomas: The General Committee has been extremely 
busy. We are currently working towards our first community      
consultation event—this will be the first time we will share our    
project with our neighbours. Will you help us? 
 
We are asking for your help to: 
 Distribute leaflets 
 Donate or bake a cake for consultation events 
 Serve tea and cake at the two consultation events 
 Help set up the main hall in the new centre 
 
The date of the consultation is still to be finalised, but the committee 



is hoping that the first consultation will take place early in February. 
 
PARISH FINANCE 
The collection taken over Christmas is your personal gift to Fr. Jim. 
 
Counter’s Rota: 29th December: Betty McDonald & Maria Fenwick. 
5th January: Mike van der Weyden & Joseph Augustine. 12th January: 
Norma Beveridge & Derick & Eva D’Souza.  
 
NOTICES 
 
Year of Life/Spiritual Adoption Programme: Your spiritually     
adopted baby was born (or will be about to be born) this month; nine 
months after his or her mother conceived him or her.  The only change 
at birth is a change in the external life support system of the baby.  
They are no different now than before birth except that they breathe 
and eat differently.  They truly are a miracle.  Their lives began as a 46
-chromosome cell and have developed over the past nine months into 
unique human babies.  Never before in history, nor ever again, will 
anyone exist who is just like your spiritually adopted baby.  Your 
prayers saved their lives.  Thank you on behalf of all of the little babies 
that you cared enough to pray for and their parents. 
 
Our closing Holy Hour will take place on the Feast of The Holy 
Family (Sunday, 29th December) at 3.00pm. There will be a voluntary 
collection taken over the weekend of the 28th & 29th December, any 
donations received will go towards the Changing Places project; 
which will provide toilet and washing facilities for those who cannot 
use standard toilet and washing facilities—any donations, will be 
greatly appreciated. 
 
Agape Care Foodbank: Thank you to those who continue to support 
the Foodbank, all donations greatly accepted. 
 

January Diary Dates 
 
1st  Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
 10.00am Mass followed by The Angellus 

2nd   Parish Office re-opens today at 9.30am 
  9.30am Mass today 
3rd  9.30am Mass 
  No evening Mass today 
5th  The Epiphany 
6th  9.30am Mass in St. Norbert’s School, Tollgate  
  (off Pennygate) all welcome. 
7th   9.30am Mass today 
  2.00pm UCM meeting in Spalding 
9th   9.30am Service of the Word & Holy Communion 
10th   Fr. Paul transfers to Bourne today 
11th   Spalding Mass times as usual. 
  6.00pm Confessions in Holbeach 
  6.30pm Mass in Holbeach 
12th  The Baptism of the Lord (The crib is removed from church  
  today). 
  Mass times in Spalding as usual  
  9.30am Mass in Holbeach 
13th  9.30am Service of the Word & Holy Communion 
14th   9.30am Service of the Word & Holy Communion 
15th   6.00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
  7.00pm Service of the Word & Holy Communion 
  (4.30pm Fr. Jim appointment in Holbeach) 
16th   9.30am Service of the Word & Holy Communion 
17th  9.30am Service of the Word & Holy Communion 
  3.00pm Divine Mercy Chaplet in Holbeach 
18th  Mass times as usual in both parishes 
19th  Mass times as usual in both parishes 
  9.30am (Holbeach) & 11.00am (Spalding) Mass for the   
  unity of Christians 
20th   9.30am Service of the Word & Holy Communion 
  (Fr. Jim appointment in Boston) 
  7.00pm Ecumenical Service for Christian Unity (Holy  
  Trinity, Holbeach). 
21st  9.30am Service of the Word & Holy Communion 
22nd  6.00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
  7.00pm Mass 


