
Masses & Services this Week  

Saturday 11th  

January 

4.30pm Mass: (Esther & Bill Pinnick RIP) 

Sunday 12th   8.00am Mass: (People of the Parish) 

11.00am Mass: (John & Kathy Kelly’s Intentions) 

Monday 13th    9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Service of the Word & Holy Communion 

Tuesday 14th  9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Service of the Word & Holy Communion 

Wednesday 

15th  
6.00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

7.00pm Service of the Word & Holy Communion 

Thursday 

16th 

9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Service of the Word & Holy Communion 

Rosary 

Friday 17th 

St. Anthony 

9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Service of the Word & Holy Communion 

Saturday 18th  9.00am Mass: (Theresa Cummings RIP) 

Confessions 

4.00pm Confessions 

4.30pm Vigil Mass: (Mike McDonald RIP) 

Sunday 19th 

2nd Sunday of 

the Year (‘A’) 

8.00am Mass: (People of the Parish) 

11.00am Mass: (Abhraham & Santhamma Putti RIP) 

 
100 CLUB: We received a message from Claire Murphy reminding us 
that there are still two more monthly draws to go in this current year. 
We are delighted that she and Dec are willing to continue running the 
draw for us in 2020/21. 
 
Vacancy: The Diocese seeks to appoint a Support & Administration 
Services Officer to work with the Chief Operating Officer and others 
in providing support for our parishes in a wide variety of                
administrative areas and projects based in the curial offices,           
Nottingham. Closing date for applications is the 31st January 2020. 
For more information look at the poster in the narthex. 
 

With our prayers and good wishes, 
 

Fr. Jim & Deacon Dennis 

PARISH OF 

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION &      

SAINT NORBERT 

 
12th January 2020          The Baptism of the Lord (A)         Psalter 2 

 
Parish Priest: Fr. James Burke, 52 St. Thomas’s Road, Spalding, PE11 2XX  

Telephone: 01775 722056 (Ext ‘2’) 
Email: fr.jim@stnorberts.org.uk  

Deacon: Rev. Dennis Brady, 61, Pennygate, Spalding, PE11 1NN Telephone: 01775 723616 
 

Parish Administrator: ‘Vacant’ 
Telephone: 01775 722056 (Ext ’1’) 
Email: admin@stnorberts.org.uk          

 
Parish School: Saint Norbert’s Academy Catholic Primary School, Tollgate (off Pennygate), 

Spalding, PE11 1TJ  Telephone: 01775 722889 
Head of School: Mrs. Jenna Withers 

 
Nearest Catholic Comprehensive: Saint John Fisher Catholic High School, Park Lane,  

Peterborough, PE1 5JN 
Head Teacher: Mrs. Kate Pereira  Telephone: 01733 343646   

 
Parish Pastoral Council: Judy Flynn 07774 260853 

Parish Centre: Contact the Parish Office: 01775 722056 
 

Safeguarding Parish Co-ordinator: Deborah Slay 07857 206236 
 

‘Project St. Thomas’, Committee Chairman: Anthony Grunwell 07740 664017 
Email: anton.12@btinternet.com 



Today’s feast of the Baptism of Our Lord marks the end of the 
Christmas season and the beginning of Ordinary Time.  Like the 
feast of the Epiphany, it is a feast that manifests to the world 
who Jesus is. This time, in the words of the Father, he is spoken 
of as ‘my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on him’.  Jesus receives a 
blessing as he embarks on his public ministry. 
 
In this ‘Year A’ of the Church’s liturgical year, we hear           
Matthew’s account of the baptism of Jesus, which differs from 
the other Synoptic Gospels in several ways.  Here John stops   
Jesus as he comes to him at the Jordan – ‘I need to be baptised by 
you, and yet you are coming to me?’ (Matthew 3:14).  And Jesus responds 
with omniscient words: ‘it is fitting for us to fulfil all                 
righteousness’ (Matthew 3:15).  
 
Jesus’ awareness that he is walking in a path prepared by God, 
and outlined in scriptures and the prophets, is ever present in 
Matthew’s account.  After Jesus’ baptism, something marvellous 
happens as the heavens are opened, and God’s voice is heard. 
 
In Matthew’s account, it sounds as if only Jesus himself is aware 
of this wonder – the heavens are opened ‘for him’ (Matthew 3:16).  But 
the words of God that echo over the waters are addressed not to 
Jesus himself, as in the gospels of Mark and Luke, but to all – 
‘this is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased’ (Matthew 3:17). 
 
These words recall today’s first reading from Isaiah, when God 
said, ‘Here is my servant whom I uphold, - my chosen one with whom I 
am pleased’ (Isaiah 42:1) 
 
May each of us have a strong sense of our dignity in God’s eyes.  
May we feel like beloved sons and daughters of God. 
 
For all the baptised, that they may take their Christian             
commitment seriously. 
 

be in attendance. Obviously, there is no admission, but booking will 
be essential. 
 
Will you help us? We are asking for your help to: 
 Distribute leaflets 
 Donate or bake a cake for consultation events 
 Serve tea and cake at the two consultation events 
 Help set up the main hall in the new centre 
There are some ‘sign up’ sheets on the noticeboard in the narthex, this 
is a great opportunity to get involved, please give us a hand. 
 
The committee were delighted by your response to our appeal last 
weekend—thank you. Your willingness to help is tremendous         
encouragement to our committee members.  It is not too late to        
volunteer. 
 
HEALTH & SAFETY 
 
In order to comply with H&S regulations, we will be making a H&S 
announcement at the beginning of Mass over the first weekend of  
every month. 
 
Maintenance Matters: We are expecting work to begin on the kneel-
ers very soon (before the end of the month). We are also replacing the 
gaskets around the windows (interiorly and externally) and, finally, 
we are carrying our repairs to the main doors of the church. 
 
We would like to acknowledge a recent donation to the Maintenance 
Fund of £100. We also received £46.80 towards the cost of installing 
some storage space in the Walsingham Chapel—Thank you. 
 
Social/Fundraising:  
 
The Smartie Challenge passes £1,000!: The current total stands at a 
whooping £1,002.30!! Thank you! All proceeds from the Smartie    
Challenge is being donated towards the cost of the heating              
installation. Congratulations and thank you. Teresa and everyone who are 
supporting this initiative—well done! 



Children’s Liturgy of the Word 11.00am Sunday Mass: This is an im-
portant  ministry where children are encouraged to think about the 
message of the Gospel and to put that message into practice during 
the week. At the moment we have only two Leaders, both of whom 
have other commitments and are not available every Sunday. We do 
need more volunteers either to lead sessions or to help by sitting in 
with the children to fulfil safeguarding requirements. Please contact 
Anne Darragh (adarragha@aol.com)  if you are willing to help, even if 
only once a month or so.  
 
NOTICES 
 
Fridays and the Over 60’s Club: Refreshments are available each    
Friday after the 9.30am Mass, and all are welcome. The “Over 60’s” 
meet on most Friday mornings from 10.30 am until 12.30pm. This is a     
light-hearted gathering for tea, coffee, biscuits, chat and activities; 
quizzes, board games and gentle keep fit are popular, as are the       
occasional craft and painting sessions and speakers on various        
subjects. All are welcome—the only qualification you need is to be 
over 60 years of age. 
 
Let’s Keep the Children warm this Winter: As a Church Community  
we would very much like to support Coats for Kids Lincolnshire.  Are 
you able to donate any children’s coats that are in a usable condition? 
Please bring them into church so we can then pass them on to children 
and families who may need extra help during this winter. Or contact 
Sharon Amess 01775 760793 to collect any donations. No child should 
be cold. Thank you for any support you can give.  
 
PROJECT ST. THOMAS: As announced last weekend, there will be 
two public consultation meetings taking place in our new centre on 
Thursday, 6th February. We are extending an invitation to our   
neighbours in the local vicinity to discuss our  proposals for our new 
community project—these will take place that day at 2.00pm & 
7.00pm. They will be jointly presented by members of our own      
committee and Lincolnshire County Council, Lincolnshire             
Community Voluntary Services, and hopefully South Holland District 
Council and a representative from the Diocese of Nottingham will also 

For our catechists and teachers that are assisting our children 
and young people in their religious formation, that they may 
show them what Christian living really means. 
 
For new born babies, and all who will soon be baptised, that 
they may have the grace to live truly Christian lives. 
 
For expectant mothers, and for those hoping for a baby, that 
their dreams of a healthy child may become a reality. 
 
Please Pray for the housebound and the sick: Mary Bull, Rita        
Gensiorskj, Jean Fairbanks, Leontia Slay, Audrey Cook, Eileen    
Walton, Manfred Haacker, Maureen Crunkhorn, Maddie Scott, Ros             
Mullholland Gullick, Rosemarie & Peter Anderton, Pat Saville, Ian 
Caunce, Trish Taylor, Julie Carson, Maurice Cranney, Helen Henry, 
Fr. John Cairns, Mgr. John Hadley, Canon Colin Taylor & Fr. Peter       
Harvey. 
 
For those who have died: Philip Chandler & Elspeth Philips 
 
Please also remember: Barbara Haywood, Melanie Smith, Bridget 
Chattall, Francis Lundberg, Patrick Henry, Peter Gibbons, Angela 
West, Clare Plowman, Maureen van der Voet, John Cumming and 
all those whose anniversaries occur at this time. May their souls, and 
all the souls of the faithful departed, rest in peace. Amen. 
 
PARISH FINANCE 
Last weekend you gave: £815.04  Thank you 
 
Second collections during January 
Next weekend: Sick & Retired Priest’s Fund 
25/26th  Parish Maintenance Fund 
 
Counter’s Rota: This week: Mike van der Weyden & Joseph          
Augustine. Next week: Norma Beveridge & Derick & Eva D’Souza. 
19th January: Eugene Cassidy & Betty McDonald. 
 
Fr. Jim  has now taken over as Parish Priest of Holbeach in addition 
to Spalding. From now on weekday Masses in Spalding will         
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normally be on Monday (9.30am), Wednesday (7.00pm), Friday 
(9.30am) & Saturday (9.00am). There will be a Service of the Word & 
Holy Communion on Tuesday & Thursday at 9.30am. 
 
Weekdays in Holbeach: Masses will normally be held on Tuesday & 
Wednesday at 9.30am. Fr. Jim will work from Holbeach on Tuesdays 
all day & evenings; and Wednesdays up to 12.00 noon. If you need to 
contact Fr. Jim in an emergency, you can contact him on 07960 890088 
or you can call the office in Holbeach: 01406 423034. 
 
Fr. Jim officially is on leave from tomorrow (Monday) until the 23rd 
January, but this may have to be delayed owing to Katherine’s          
resignation, and Fr. Paul has arranged some meetings in Holbeach for 
him to attend. If Fr. Jim is unavailable and you require help urgently 
contact Deacon Dennis—but you may also call: Fr. Paul in Bourne 
(01778 423593), Fr. Alex in Boston (01205 362056) or All Souls in        
Peterborough (01733 562528). 
 
The Parish Office: Katherine has now found other employment leav-
ing a vacancy. The Parish Finance Committee will be reconsidering the 
role. In the meantime, Anthony will be helping us out 
 
Next Weekend: From Saturday (18th January) we begin the annual 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity—and we will keep this intention 
before us in all our prayers and services.  
 
There will be an ecumenical service on Monday, 20th January, at Holy 
Trinity Catholic Church, Foxes Lowe Road, Holbeach (PE12 7PA) from 
7.00pm—you are very welcome to join us, and take a look at the       
recently re-ordered sanctuary. 
 
The Year of the Word: The God who speaks—Re-read the readings 
from today’s Mass and reflect on the following: 
1) In the first reading, the prophet Isaiah tells the people of God, 

‘Nations shall walk by your light’. How do you see God’s 
Church acting as a light in the world today? 

2) As evident in the second reading from St. Paul’s letter to the 
Ephesians, the early church struggled to form a unified           

community made up of both Gentiles and Jews. Within our 
own parish community, what groups struggle to live in com-
munion with each other? How might God be calling you to 
work towards unity? 

3) Within the gospel reading today, nature itself, in the form of a 
star, proclaims the birth of Jesus, the Son of God. From your 
own encounters with the natural world, what have you 
gleaned about the God of creation? 

4) The Magi find the new-born king, they seek, not in a palace, 
but in a humble house in Bethlehem. Where do you find God’s 
light and love in the ordinary? 

 
On the 26th January, Pope Francis will inaugurate the first ever 
‘Sunday of the Word of God’, we will mark this day by                        
recommissioning our existing readers;  
 
Readers at Mass: Can anyone read at Mass? Yes, provided that they 
have a clear speaking voice and a desire that the Word of God be 
heard. For those who have already been commissioned (several 
years ago!), they will be asked to renew their commitment to this 
ministry on 26th January at the 11am Mass. Those readers who have 
not yet been commissioned (this includes all those who are already 
reading at Mass) are asked to make a Saturday morning free to     
attend a basic training session on Saturday 15th February from 10am 
until 12 noon.  
 
Music at Mass: We are going to try from now until the end of March 
to have practices on Thursday evenings from 6pm until 7.00pm. All 
are welcome, and we invite particularly those who usually attend 
the 11.00am Mass on Sundays. We have a wealth of hymns appro-
priate to the seasons, and it would be good if we could use them in 
our liturgies.  
 

Musicians: We are looking for an organist who can help out when 
Leda is unavailable, and also for wind and string instrument players 
to join the music group, playing usually once a month at the 11.00am 
Mass. Please speak to Leda or to Anne for more details. 
 


