
Masses & Services this Week  

Saturday 14th  

December 

4.00pm Confessions 

4.30pm Mass: (Holy Souls especially FOSS) (PP) 

Sunday 15th   8.00am Mass: (People of the Parish) 

11.00am Mass: (Veronica Bullock RIP) 

Christmas Raffle will be taking place after the 

11.00am Mass today in the Hall. 

3.00pm First Holy Communion Children present 

their annual Christmas production in church. 

Monday 16th    9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (Sheila Cave RIP) 

6.30pm Advent Reconciliation Service 

Tuesday 17th  11.30am Requiem Mass for Michael Bertolaso RIP 

Wednesday 

18th  
9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (Geoff Whitwell RIP) 

6.00pm St. Norbert’s School Annual Carol Service 

Thursday 

19th 

9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (Danny Jobson RIP) 

Rosary 

Friday 20th  9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (Aldona RIP) 

Saturday 21st  9.00am Mass: (Teresa Cummings Intentions) 

Confessions 

3.30pm Confessions 

4.30pm Vigil Mass: (Michael Bertolaso RIP) 

Sunday 22nd 

4th  Sunday of 

Advent 

8.00am Mass: (People of the Parish) 

11.00am Mass: (Pat & Mary Anne Burke RIP) 
Confessions available after all morning Masses today 

4.00pm Carol Service 

Monday 23rd  9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (Tracey Family) 

Fr. Jim will be available for Confessions after Mass 

Tuesday 24th  

Christmas Eve 

9.00am Mass: (Les Kelman RIP) 

Fr. Jim will be available for Confessions after Mass 

3.30 - 4.15pm Confessions 

4.30pm First Mass of Christmas (Helen Beggs RIP) 

11.00 - 11.30pm Confessions 

12.00 Midnight Mass: (Jem Grimwood RIP) 

 

PARISH OF 

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION &      

SAINT NORBERT 
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Parish Priest: Fr. James Burke, 52 St. Thomas’s Road, Spalding, PE11 2XX  

Telephone: 01775 722056 (Ext ‘2’) 
Email: fr.jim@stnorberts.org.uk  

Deacon: Rev. Dennis Brady, 61, Pennygate, Spalding, PE11 1NN Telephone: 01775 723616 
 

Parish Administrator: Katherine Saunders 
Telephone: 01775 722056 (Ext ’1’) 
Email: admin@stnorberts.org.uk          

 
Parish School: Saint Norbert’s Academy Catholic Primary School, Tollgate (off Pennygate), 

Spalding, PE11 1TJ  Telephone: 01775 722889 
Head of School: Mrs. Jenna Withers 

 
Nearest Catholic Comprehensive: Saint John Fisher Catholic High School, Park Lane,  

Peterborough, PE1 5JN 
Head Teacher: Mrs. Kate Pereira  Telephone: 01733 343646   

 
Parish Pastoral Council: Judy Flynn 07774 260853 

Parish Centre: Contact the Parish Office: 01775 722056 
 

Safeguarding Parish Co-ordinator: Deborah Slay 07857 206236 
 

‘Project St. Thomas’, Committee Chairman: Anthony Grunwell 07740 664017 
Email: anton.12@btinternet.com 



Today is the Third Sunday of Advent. Please note that the next     
edition of the newsletter will be published on Christmas Eve. 
 
As the third (‘Rose’) candle is lit on our Advent wreath, let us make 
ourselves ready to Listen to the words of John the Baptist are prepare 
to celebrate the great feast of Christmas. 
 
The Year of the Word: The God who speaks—Re-read the readings 
from today’s Mass and reflect on the following: 
1) Looking at the world, our local community and your own life, 

where could you say, ‘Here is [our] God’ as the prophet Isaiah 
proclaims to the people of Israel? 

2) The psalmist tells us, ‘The Lord gives sight to the blind’. We look 
upon the world from our own perspective and sometimes this 
can blind us to the needs and concerns of others. Who is God 
wishing you to open your eyes to? 

3) The first words from today’s second reading from the letter of St. 
James are: ‘Be patient brothers and sisters’. When in your life have 
you been blessed through embracing patience? 

4) The disciples of John the Baptist ask Jesus, ‘Are you the one who is 
to come, or should we look for another?’ In our culture, what do you 
think are the greatest temptations that lead us to turn our gaze 
from Christ and to search for fulfilment elsewhere? 

 
NEWS JUST IN! The First Holy Communion children will be present-
ing their annual festive performance in church this afternoon at 
3.00pm—please come along and give them your support. 
 
Please Pray for the housebound and the sick: Teresa Cummings, 
Mary Bull, Rita Gensiorskj, Jean Fairbanks, Leontia Slay, Audrey Cook, 
Eileen Walton, Manfred Haacker, Maureen Crunkhorn, Maddie Scott, 
Ros Mullholland Gullick, Rosemarie & Peter Anderton, Pat Saville, Ian 
Caunce, Trish Taylor, Julie Carson, Maurice Cranney, Helen Henry, Fr. 
John Cairns, Mgr. John Hadley, Canon Colin Taylor & Fr. Peter       
Harvey. 
 
Please also remember: Barbara Haywood, Melanie Smith, Bridget 
Chattall, Francis Lundberg, Patrick Henry, Peter Gibbons, Angela 

______________________________________________________________ 
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The four candles on our Advent wreath are lit. Like the sun in the 
morning sky, the Saviour will dawn. Like rain on the meadows, he 
will descend to be born of Mary. 
 
The Year of the Word: The God who speaks—Re-read the readings 
from today’s Mass and reflect on the following: 
 
1. In today’s readings the prophet Isaiah and the angel of the Lord call 
upon Ahaz and Joseph to trust in the mysterious workings of God. 
Where is the God of Life calling you to greater trust? 
 
2. In St. Paul’s letter to the Romans, he says that he has been “called to 
be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God’. How would it 
change your life to intentionally view it as ‘set apart’ for the glory of 
God? 
 
3. In the gospel, Matthew explains that the birth of Jesus would fulfil 
the prophecy from the first reading that ‘the virgin shall conceive and 
bear a son, / and they shall name him Emmanuel’. Matthew adds an       
explanation of the term ‘Emmanuel’, which means ‘God is with us’. 
When in your life have you most vividly experienced God’s presence? 
 
4. In the gospel we hear the familiar phrase ‘Do not be afraid’. Where 
do you see fear affecting your family, community, or society at large? 
 
Please remember in your prayers: Fr. Victor who will be leaving us 
on the 29th December to join the Royal Navy. Fr. Paul as he prepares 
to move to Bourne and Fr. Jim who will succeed Fr. Paul as Parish 
Priest of Holbeach on the 10th January. We pray too for the parishes 
of Bourne and Deeping St. James and Holbeach. Please also remember 
Fr. Peter Harvey, Parish Priest of Sleaford, as he continues to make 
progress following his recent poor health. 



Francis encourages us to prepare our readers and to highlight the    
importance of the ministry of ‘Reader’ in our parishes. Many years 
ago, Monsignor McGovern commissioned our readers during the     
celebration of Mass—it was a great occasion. The readers prepared by 
attending a short course prepared and presented by Anne Darragh 
and Ben White and then were presented with certificates during the 
commissioning Mass. Fr. Jim has asked Anne Darragh to lead a        
refresher course for our existing and new readers in January. It has 
been recommended that our readers be commissioned (or                    
re-commissioned, as the case may be) on Sunday, 26th January when 
Pope Francis will inaugurate the annual ‘Sunday of the Word of God’. 
More details about this will be given after Christmas, but readers, 
please mark the date in your diaries. 
 
The Pope also encourages the practice of ‘Lectio Divina’. That is      
reflecting, meditating and praying with scripture. Fr. Jim has asked 
Sharon Amess to lead us in this practice so that we all have the        
opportunity to experience this way of prayer. Again, more details will 
be given after Christmas. 
 
The Angellus & England, The Dowry of Mary: England has been 
known as the ‘Dowry of Mary’ for up to 1,000 years, going back to the 
time of St. Edward the Confessor (1042-1066), in whose reign the     
replica of the Holy House of Nazareth was built. On the Feast of    
Corpus Christi, 1381, King Richard II dedicated England to Mary as 
‘her dowry’. He went on pilgrimage to Walsingham two years later. 
And so, for 1,000 years, Walsingham has been the great shrine of  
prayer and pilgrimage for the people of this country in honour of Our 
Lady. On 29th March 2020, England will be rededicated as the 
‘Dowry of Mary’ 
 
Mgr, John Armitage, Rector of the National Shrine of Our Lady, is  
asking Catholics around the UK to prepare spiritually by reciting the    
Angellus after every Mass, and at other times if we so wish. We will 
introduce praying The Angellus from the 1st January 2020—the       
Solemnity of ‘Mary, The Mother of God’. 
 
 

West, Clare Plowman, Maureen van der Voet, John Cumming and 
all those whose anniversaries occur at this time. May their souls, and 
all the souls of the faithful departed, rest in peace. Amen. 
 
PARISH FINANCE 
 
Last weekend you gave: £806.22  Thank you 
 
Second collections during December 
 

This weekend:  Poor & Needy parishes in the Diocese 
Next weekend:  Julia’s Fund 
 
The collection taken over Christmas is your personal gift to Fr. Jim. 
 
NOTICES 
 
Christmas Raffle will take place after the 11.00am Mass today in the 
Hall—do come and join us! 
 
Reconciliation Service: There will be a Reconciliation Service here 
in Spalding tomorrow (Monday) evening starting at 6.30pm. Frs. 
Stan, Paul & Seelan will be assisting Fr. Jim in hearing Confessions, 
please do make use of this occasion in preparing for Christmas. 
 

Newsletters: Owing to the Christmas season, the next newsletter 
will be published on Christmas Eve. 
 
There will be newsletters published on the 29th December & 5th  
January, but it is proposed to make these shorter—if you have       
notices for these editions they may be edited and they need to reach 
us in good time. 
 
Fr. Jim will take up responsibility for Holy Trinity Parish, Holbeach 
on Friday, 10th January. Holy Trinity will continue to publish their 
own newsletter—this will be made available on our parish website. 
The Spalding edition over the weekend of the 11th & 12th January 
will be a double edition. 



From January, if you have items for the newsletter get them to us as 

soon as possible. The newsletter should be ready to print by      
Wednesday evening, and will normally be printed by Friday morning, 
so it will be most helpful to have notices well in advance, if possible. 
Thank you. 
 
Mass Times are Changing in January: It will come as no surprise that 
Mass times will be changing in January. From the 13th January      
weekday Masses in Spalding will be: Monday & Friday at 9.30am; 
Wednesday at 7.00pm (except for the 2nd Wednesday of the month 
when the Syro-Malabar Mass will be celebrated) & Saturday at 9.00am. 
 
Masses in Holbeach will be: Tuesday & Wednesday at 9.30am. 
Fr. Jim will be in Holbeach all day on Tuesdays and up to 12.00 noon  
on Wednesdays—and at other times by arrangement. 
 
For now, weekend Mass times will be staying as they are: 
Spalding: Saturday, 4.30pm; Sunday, 8.00am & 11.00am 
Holbeach: Saturday, 6.30pm; Sunday, 9.30am. 
These Mass times will be reviewed after three months. 
 
From January Fr. Jim’s day off will be Thursday. 
 
FIRST AIDERS—A long time ago we did have some volunteers who 
were willing to put themselves forward and/or be trained to act as 
First Aiders covering all our parish Masses. We also had some          
volunteers to act as Fire Marshalls in an emergency—for whatever  
reason, we have failed to put these requirements into action—there is a 
poster in the narthex inviting you to sign up and to volunteer your 
help—we will be addressing this issue as a matter of urgency  after 
Christmas. Please help if you can. 
 

‘Agape Food bank Christmas Shopping List’: the Foodbank are       
appealing for the following items: Jars of jam, tins of ham, stuffing mix 
& packets of instant custard. Thank you for your ongoing support. 
 
Preparing for Christmas: There is a list on the window sill in the     
narthex of the church for volunteers to offer their help over          

Christmas—servers, readers, Eucharistic ministers etc, please do 
sign up in good time, many thanks. 
  
Christmas Carol Service: We shall be having a Christmas Carol        
Service next Sunday (22nd December) at 4.00pm in church. The   
final practice will take place this Thursday (19th December) at 
6.00pm for anyone of any age who would like to be involved in 
reading, singing or playing an instrument. For further information, 
please contact Anne Darragh either in person after Mass today or by 
phone: 01775 761973. Thank you. 
 
Social/Fundraising:  
 
Sunday Lunch: A word of thanks to Mike & Judy Flynn and their 
helpers for serving lunch last weekend which was enjoyed by all. 
 
Thanks also to Father Christmas who came along to visit the chil-
dren last Sunday after the 11.00am Mass and collected £165.00 for 
the Changing Places project—thanks to all those who contributed in 
any way. 
 
Thank you to the Kerela Community for the very generous          
donation of £405.00 towards the cost of the heating system. 
 
Smartie Challenge: The current total stands at a staggering £807.55!! 
Thank you! All proceeds from the Smartie Challenge is being donated 
towards the cost of the heating installation. 
 
A Message from Mike & Judy: Many thanks to all who supported 
our sausage and mash supper last Sunday. A good time was had by 
all.  Please keep Friday, 7th February free and in your diary. David 
and Stephanie Bratley will be back to host a quiz-night for us.     
Tickets will be on sale soon. (Mike and Judy Flynn). 
 
The Year of the Word/The God who Speaks: As you know, this 
special year focusing on promoting the importance of the scriptures 
in our spiritual lives and the importance of studying and promoting 
the proclamation of God’s word within the parish community. Pope 


