
Masses & Services this Week  

Saturday 7th 

December 

4.00pm Confessions 

4.30pm Mass: (Kathleen Bertolaso RIP) 

Sunday 8th 8.00am Mass: (People of the Parish) 

11.00am Mass: (Marion Smith RIP) 

Monday 9th 

The 

Immaculate 

Conception  

9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (Melanie Smith RIP) 

Tuesday 10th 

The Martyrs of 

Lincolnshire 

8.00am Mass: (David Edwards RIP) 

Wednesday 

11th  
10.30am Requiem Mass for Elvira Choma RIP 

Thursday 

12th Our Lady 

of Guadalupe   

9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (Veronica Bullock RIP) 

Friday 13th 

St. Lucy 

9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (Anna-Maria Luker RIP) 

Saturday 14th 

St. John of the 

Cross 

9.00am Mass: (Mary Brady RIP) 

(Confessions after Mass) 

4.00pm Confessions 

4.30pm Vigil Mass: (Holy Souls especially FOSS) PP 

Sunday 15th 

2nd Sunday of  

Advent Year 

‘A’ 

8.00am Mass: (People of the Parish) 

11.00am Mass: (Veronica Bullock RIP) 

 Freedom of religion and belief, ensuring that everyone has the 
right to exercise their conscience and practise their creed freely     
without fear?   
 

 The cherishing of marriage, recognising the essential place of the 
family in the service of life and of society? 
The right of parents to educate their children in accordance with their 
faith and support the work of Catholic schools in their contribution to 
society and their promotion of the common good? 
 

PARISH OF 

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION &      

SAINT NORBERT 

 
8th December 2019          2nd Sunday of Advent (A)       Psalter 2 

 
Parish Priest: Fr. James Burke, 52 St. Thomas’s Road, Spalding, PE11 2XX  

Telephone: 01775 722056 (Ext ‘2’) 
Email: fr.jim@stnorberts.org.uk  

Deacon: Rev. Dennis Brady, 61, Pennygate, Spalding, PE11 1NN Telephone: 01775 723616 
 

Parish Administrator: Katherine Saunders 
Telephone: 01775 722056 (Ext ’1’) 
Email: admin@stnorberts.org.uk          

 
Parish School: Saint Norbert’s Academy Catholic Primary School, Tollgate (off Pennygate), 

Spalding, PE11 1TJ  Telephone: 01775 722889 
Head of School: Mrs. Jenna Withers 

 
Nearest Catholic Comprehensive: Saint John Fisher Catholic High School, Park Lane,  

Peterborough, PE1 5JN 
Head Teacher: Mrs. Kate Pereira  Telephone: 01733 343646   

 
Parish Pastoral Council: Judy Flynn 07774 260853 

Parish Centre: Contact the Parish Office: 01775 722056 
 

Safeguarding Parish Co-ordinator: Deborah Slay 07857 206236 
 

‘‘Project St. Thomas’, Committee Chairman: Anthony Grunwell 07740 664017 
Email: anton.12@btinternet.com 



The Second Sunday of Advent:  Although today is the 8th December 
when we might expect to celebrate our patronal feast day, the           
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, as it happens this year to fall 
on a Sunday, we must observe the Second Sunday of Advent. We will   
commemorate the Immaculate Conception tomorrow. Today we hear 
the firey preaching of St. John the Baptist. 
 
It almost goes without saying that John the Baptist is Jewish, and he is 
preaching to fellow Jews. But because he is considered a Christian 
saint, it is possible to overlook that he is a Jewish prophet calling the 
Jewish people to repentance, as prophets had done for centuries       
before. He directly confronts to Pharisees and the Sadducees, name 
calling them a ‘brood of vipers’. They are not to rest assured in their 
being part of the chosen people of God, the children of Abraham. For 
God can raise up children of Abraham from the stones. The message is 
so stark it nearly needs to be recast in our own day for those of us who 
might feel secure in our Christian or Catholic identity. We can hear 
John telling us that God can make Christians from the stones. There is 
no inherent value or guarantee of salvation simply by being a       
Christian. Such a statement is shocking. But John would say something 
more is demanded. We are to repent, for the kingdom is at hand. 
 
The people confessed their sin and were baptised for repentance. Even 
this, however, is only a foreshadowing of the one who is to come, for 
he will baptise ‘with the Holy Spirit and fire’. It can be easy to overlook 
the ‘fire’ with which the one mightier than John will baptise. But the 
fire will consume the chaff. The Baptism John imagines is apocalyptic 
and judgemental.  
 
We are familiar with the stories of John the Baptist and his preaching; 
but when we read them with careful attention to detail, new meaning 
pops from the page. Let us not grow complacent in the face of such a 
baptism. John’s baptism only prefigures that of Jesus, the mightier one.  
An interior renewal is called for. Resting in our identity as chosen by 
God, even as a Christian, is not enough. 
 
“The God Who Speaks”: Year of the Word 2019-2020 was launched in 

The General Election: The Catholic Bishops’ of England and Wales 
have issued a statement on the forthcoming General Election having 
returned from their November 2019 Plenary meeting in Leeds. The 
statement concentrates on the key issues – not parties or manifestos – 
offering a series of points that can be put to candidates prior to       
voting.  
 
The Bishops highlight the duty of all citizens – not just Catholics – to 
help shape politics that are “rooted in the service of human rights and 
peace”. The innate human dignity of all – particularly the vulnerable 
and those on the margins – lies at the heart of the statement as the 
Bishops encourage everyone to “engage with the election and vote.” 
 
In making judgments about how to vote, the Bishops ask that the   
following are carefully considered and, indeed candidates can be 
asked how they will uphold: 

 The innate dignity of every human being; defending both the 
child in the womb, the good of the mother and an understanding of 
the immeasurable good of a child not yet born? 

 The dignified care for those who are terminally ill and dying 
while resisting the false compassion of assisted suicide or euthanasia? 

 The needs of those who are frequently neglected or discarded by 
society such as people with disabilities, Travellers, older people, those 
who are homeless, those in prison and those trapped in modern   
slavery? 
 
The process of integration of migrants and refugees who have made 
their homes here, challenging the global rise of xenophobia and      
racism that is so radically incompatible with our faith. 
The rights of those in our own communities and overseas who “can 
see no end to the tunnel of extreme poverty,” providing them with 
assistance and confronting the structural injustices that compound 
their suffering? 
 
Care for our common home and tackle the climate emergency which 
threatens the future of our entire human family and is already having 
a profound impact upon the world’s poorest people 



FIRST AIDERS—A long time ago we did have some volunteers who 
were willing to put themselves forward and/or be trained to act as 
First Aiders covering all our parish Masses. We also had some          
volunteers to act as Fire Marshalls in an emergency—for whatever  
reason, we have failed to put these requirements into action—there is 
a poster in the narthex inviting you to sign up and to volunteer your 
help—we will be addressing this issue as a matter of urgency after 
Christmas. Please help if you can. 
 
Agape Care Foodbank: Thank you to those who continue to support 
the Foodbank; they continue to appeal for the following items: Jars of 
jam, tins of ham, stuffing mix & packets of instant custard. Thank you 
for your ongoing  support. 
 
Preparing for Christmas: There is a list on the window sill in the    
narthex of the church for volunteers to offer their help over         
Christmas—servers, readers, Eucharistic ministers etc, please do sign 
up in good time, many thanks.  
 
Social/Fundraising 
 
‘The Christmas Raffle’ will take place after the 11.00am Mass next 

Sunday, 15th December in our Hall. Tickets are still available, and if 
you can take some extra tickets to sell, it will be most appreciated. The 
proceeds from the raffle will be added to the proceeds from the Fair to 
give us a grand total—please support. 
 
Christmas Carol Service: We shall be having a Christmas Carol      
Service on Sunday, 22nd December at 4.00pm in church. Practices 
will take place on the following Thursday evenings: 12th & 19th      
December at 6.00pm for anyone of any age who would like to be     
involved in reading, singing or playing an instrument. We are          
particularly looking for younger people under pensionable age! 
 
Smartie Challenge: Last week’s total was £661.45...This week’s total: 
£697.45!! Thank you!  
 

the Church throughout the world last weekend, the first Sunday of 
Advent. As part of this initiative, Pope Francis will be instituting a 
formal ‘Sunday of the Word of God’ on the third Sunday of           
Ordinary Time every year starting from the 26th January 2020.  
When announcing this news Pope Francis said: ‘I hearby declare that 
the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time is to be devoted to the celebration, 
study and dissemination of the word of God… renewed efforts should be 
made to provide members of the faithful with the training needed to be    
genuine proclaimers of the word, as is already the practice in the cases of      
acolytes or extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion’. Some years ago 
now many of you were commissioned as lectors by the then Vicar 
General, Monsignor McGovern—I hope that we will invite our     
existing lectors to renew their commitment to this important        
ministry in the Church and that we will commission new lectors 
(‘Ministers of the Word’) also during the year. 
 
Pope Francis also encourages us all to use the scriptures for our    
daily prayer; he particularly recommends the practice of ‘Lectio 
Divina’ - which we hope to re-introduce this year. With this in mind, 
each week in the newsletter, beginning next Sunday, ‘Gaudete     
Sunday’ we will be introducing in the newsletter each weeks 
‘Prompts for Faith Sharing’. We will say more about this in next 
week’s newsletter. 
 
Today: Father Christmas will be in our new centre (the former    
chapel) to greet the children after the 11.00am Mass. Go along and 
meet Santa...have you brought your letter? Don’t worry if you   
haven’t, Santa will help you! Mums and Dads, Santa would like to 
raise some funds for the ‘Changing Places’ project—if you can make 
a donation, no  matter how small, Santa will be grateful! And if you 
can’t, please don’t worry, Santa will still be happy to meet the      
children! 
 
Also after the 11.00am Mass today—a ‘Sausage Supper’ awaits 
those who have bought tickets. Children who are joining us for 
lunch should go straight to the Hall for their meal and then go to 
meet  Santa after their meal—thank you. 
 



Monday:   Office is closed for annual holiday. 
 
Wednesday:  10.30am Requiem Mass for Elvira Choma RIP 
      The proposed meeting for Eucharistic ministers has 
   been postponed. 
 

Thursday:    General Election—Polling Day 
 
Friday:  6.00pm Christingle Service in church led by the     
   children of St. Norbert’s School. Everyone welcome. 
 
Forthcoming Meetings 
Fr. Jim would like to arrange the following meetings: 
 
Wednesday, 11th December—a brief meeting with our Eucharistic 
Ministers in the Walsingham Chapel after the 7.00pm Mass. (It would 
be useful if you could let us know of your availability over the Christ-
mas period—thank you). 
 
Your Prayers are Requested for: Mary Bull, Rita Gensiorskj, Jean   
Fairbanks, Leontia Slay, Audrey Cook, Eileen Walton, Manfred  
Haacker, Maureen Crunkhorn, Maddie Scott, Ros Mullholland     Gul-
lick, Rosemarie & Peter Anderton, Pat Saville, Teresa Cummings, Ian 
Caunce, Trish Taylor, Julie Carson, Maurice Cranney, Helen Henry, 
Mgr. John Hadley, Fr. John Cairns, Canon Colin Taylor & Fr. Peter 
Harvey. 
 
Please also remember: Jade Freeman, Linda Cochrane, Francesca     
Piraino, Fr. Barney Brady O.Praem, James Hayes, Brian Wild, John  
Wilson, Rachel Casey, Cora Cousins, Donna Evans, Sheila Murphy,  
Mary Housley, David Edwards and all those whose anniversaries    
occur at this time. May their souls, and all the souls of the faithful departed, 
rest in peace. Amen. 
 
PARISH FINANCE 
Last weekend you gave: £454.58. Thank you. 
 
Second collections in December: 

14th/15th Poor & Needy parishes in the Diocese 
21st/22nd Julia’s Fund 
 
As in previous years, there will be a voluntary collection for Julia’s Fund   
taken at the end of all Masses during Advent. 
 
Counter’s Rota: This week: Norma Beveridge & Eugene Cassidy. 
Next Week: Katherine Saunders & Joseph Augustine. 15th             
December:  
 
The new rota has been sent out by email to all counters—if for any 
reason you are not available on a given day, please arrange a        
replacement and let Katherine know, thank you. 
 
NOTICES 
 
Advent Reconciliation Services/Confessions 
 
Monday, 16th December we will host a Reconciliation Service    
starting from 6.30pm. Fr. Jim will be joined by Fr. Stan, Fr. Paul & Fr. 
Seelan from Peterborough—this is a good time for you to prepare for 
Christmas, and I urge as many of you as possible to take advantage 
of this opportunity—just come along, even after 6.30pm, but before 
7.30pm! 
 
Thursday, 19th December Fr. Paul, Fr. Alex & Fr. Stan will lead a 
Reconciliation Service in Holy Trinity, Holbeach, whilst Fr. Jim & Fr. 
Christopher will be hearing Confessions in Our Lady of Good  
Counsel in Sleaford—both services begin at 7.00pm. 
 
Remember to check in next week’s newsletter for other times as 
Christmas approaches. We will not publish a newsletter on the 
weekend of the 21st/22nd December—but we will publish a     
Christmas newsletter which will run up to the 5th January. 
 
When submitting articles or notices for the newsletter—if possible, 
send them by email as it makes it much easier to ‘cut and paste’    
rather than re-type whatever is being submitted—thank you. 


