
Masses & Services this Week  

Saturday 30th  

November 

4.00pm Confessions 

4.30pm Mass: (The Faithful Departed) 

Sunday 1st 

December   

8.00am Mass: (People of the Parish) 

11.00am Mass: (Allison Law RIP) 

Monday 2nd   9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (Holy Souls) 

Tuesday 3rd 

St. Francis 

Xavier 

8.00am Mass: (Elvira Choma RIP) 

Wednesday 

4th  
9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (Eileen Morza RIP) 

7.00pm Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 

Thursday 5th 9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (Mike Bertolaso RIP) 

Rosary 

Friday 6th St. 

Nicholas 

9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (Molly & Close Family RIP) 

No evening Mass today 

Saturday 7th 

St. Ambrose 

9.00am Mass: (Agatha Tabone RIP) 

Confessions 

4.00pm Confessions 

4.30pm Vigil Mass: (Kathleen Bertolaso RIP) 

Sunday 8th 

2nd Sunday of 

Advent 

8.00am Mass: (People of the Parish) 

11.00am Mass: (Marion Smith RIP) 

Dinner served in the Hall after Mass 

Children, come and meet Father Christmas in our new 

Centre—all donations supporting the proposed 

‘Changing Places’ project. 

For further information, please contact Anne Darragh either in person 
after Sunday Mass or by phone: 01775 761973. 
 
Smartie Challenge: Last week’s total was £697.45...This week’s total 
stands at an amazing £733.45!! Thank you! Well done, Teresa, on such a 
great idea! 
 

With our prayers & warm wishes, 
Fr. Jim & Deacon Dennis 
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Parish Priest: Fr. James Burke, 52 St. Thomas’s Road, Spalding, PE11 2XX  

Telephone: 01775 722056 (Ext ‘2’) 
Email: fr.jim@stnorberts.org.uk  

Deacon: Rev. Dennis Brady, 61, Pennygate, Spalding, PE11 1NN Telephone: 01775 723616 
 

Parish Administrator: Katherine Saunders 
Telephone: 01775 722056 (Ext ’1’) 
Email: admin@stnorberts.org.uk          

 
Parish School: Saint Norbert’s Academy Catholic Primary School, Tollgate (off Pennygate), 

Spalding, PE11 1TJ  Telephone: 01775 722889 
Head of School: Mrs. Jenna Withers 

 
Nearest Catholic Comprehensive: Saint John Fisher Catholic High School, Park Lane,  

Peterborough, PE1 5JN 
Head Teacher: Mrs. Kate Pereira  Telephone: 01733 343646   

 
Parish Pastoral Council: Judy Flynn 07774 260853 

Parish Centre: Contact the Parish Office: 01775 722056 
 

Safeguarding Parish Co-ordinator: Deborah Slay 07857 206236 
 

‘Project St. Thomas’, Committee Chairman: Anthony Grunwell 07740 664017 
Email: anton.12@btinternet.com 



Today is the First Sunday of Advent, Year A. If you use a Sunday 
missal, please remember to mark it accordingly. 
 
At its beginning, Advent insists we look to the end. Advent prepares 
us not only for the first coming but also for the second coming of 
Christ at the emd of time. Therefore, let us make Advent less like a 
sentimentalised Christmas card and more like a dying person’s call to 
action, for those suffering on the brink of death have precious little 
time. We must act now to live the gospel on their behalf. 
 
We do not recite the Gloria during the season of Advent, we will recite 
the Apostle’s Creed; nor do we have flowers in church as we sit in wait 
for the birth of our Saviour on Christmas Day. 
 
The season of Advent emphasises the importance of beginnings. A 
good piano teacher will always instil within their pupil the importance 
of good beginnings in performance. How you approach the piano, 
acknowledge the audience, place your hands on the keys, allowed 
space for silence, and that breath before the first note is played—all 
these were considered as important as the piece itself. They signalled 
the value of the performance and prepared both the performer and  
audience to fully enter the experience of the music. 
 
What we do at Sunday Mass is not a concert. Yet the same disciplines 
for good beginnings still apply. At the beginning of Mass, especially 
during Advent, give space for silence. 
 

THE YEAR OF THE WORD: “The God Who Speaks” 
 
This weekend to officially launch ‘The Year of the Word’ Bishop      
Patrick has written to all the parishes in the Diocese, which will be 
read at all Masses this weekend.  Pope Francis has published an       
Apostolic Letter announcing plans to institute the Third Sunday in  
Ordinary Time as ‘The Sunday of the Word of God’ - which will be        
instituted on the 26th January 2020. 
 
Pope Francis writes: “I hereby declare that the Third Sunday in           
Ordinary Time is to be devoted to the celebration, study and             

Social/Fundraising:  
 
Next Sunday (8th December): Come dine with us! Judy & Mike Flynn 
will be serving sausages, baked potato, peas (or beans) & cheese,     
followed by jelly and ice cream after the 11.00am Mass in the Hall. 
Tickets are priced at £5.00 per adult & £3.00 per child and the price 
includes a drink from the bar. 
 
Also next Sunday...Father Christmas is visiting us! Yes, Santa has 
promised to come along next Sunday to our new centre. Apparently, 
Santa has heard about our community project. When he heard about 
our plans to provide toilet and washing facilities for those who cannot 
use standard toilet facilities it made Santa so happy and he said he 
wanted to help us! So, Santa is looking forward to meeting boys and 
girls next Sunday and he is inviting you to bring along your letters to 
post in his letterbox...and you can have your photo taken in Santa’s 
sleigh! As we have mentioned, Santa would be grateful if you could 
make a donation towards our ‘Changing Places’ project. 
 
Santa will be in our new centre (the former chapel) after the 11.00am 
Mass next weekend. 
 
Those children who are having their meal in the hall are asked to go 
to the Hall where dinner will be served first—and after dinner,   
Santa will be happy to meet you. 
 
Christmas Raffle Tickets are now available, and we ask you to take 
and sell as many tickets as you can. The Raffle will take place after the 
11 o'clock Mass on Sunday 15th December. Hopefully this will give a 
little more time to sell a lot more tickets! 
 
Christmas Carol Service: We shall be having a Christmas Carol     
Service on Sunday, 22nd December at 4.00pm in church. Practices 
will take place on the following Thursday evenings: 5th, 12th & 19th 
December at 6.00pm for anyone of any age who would like to be    
involved in reading, singing or playing an instrument. We are        
particularly looking for younger people under pensionable age! 
 



2020. 
 
New Honorary Canons: Bishop Patrick recently installed four new 
honorary Canons they are: Canon Malachy Brett (Cathedral Dean), 
Canon Michael Moore (Knighton, Leicester), Canon Michael       
O’Donoghue (Newark), & Canon Christopher Thomas (currently   
General Secretary of the Conference of Bishops). 
 
RED BOX (MISSIO) APPEAL COLLECTION 2019  

Thank you to all those parishioners who handed their red boxes in for 
their annual donation to Missio. This year’s collection total realised 
£603.02 . Thank you as always to your ongoing support for this      
worthy cause.  Please collect your red boxes on the window sill in the 
narthex. If anyone would like a red box to take home please    contact 
Sharon Amess 01775 760793. 
 
U.C.M. - Our next meeting will be tomorrow, (Monday) 2nd            
December at 1.45pm and will be at Holy Trinity Church, Holbeach 
when we will be having our annual Advent Service. All ladies         
welcome. 
 
FIRST AIDERS—A long time ago we did have some volunteers who 
were willing to put themselves forward and/or be trained to act as 
First Aiders covering all our parish Masses. We also had some          
volunteers to act as Fire Marshalls in an emergency—for whatever  
reason, we have failed to put these requirements into action—there is 
a poster in the narthex inviting you to sign up and to volunteer your 
help—we will be addressing this issue as a matter of urgency after 
Christmas. Please help if you can. 
 
‘Agape Food bank Christmas Shopping List’: the Foodbank are       
appealing for the following items: Jars of jam, tins of ham, stuffing mix 
& packets of instant custard. Thank you for your ongoing  support. 
 
Preparing for Christmas: There is a list on the window sill in the    
narthex of the church for volunteers to offer their help over         
Christmas—servers, readers, Eucharistic ministers etc, please do sign 
up in good time, many thanks.  

dissemination of the word of God… It is important, however, that in 
the Eucharistic celebration the sacred text be enthroned, in order to 
focus the attention of the assembly on the normative value of God’s 
word. On this Sunday, it would be particularly appropriate to     
highlight the proclamation of the word of the Lord and to emphasize 
in the homily the honour that it is due. In this regard, renewed     
efforts should be made to provide members of the faithful with the 
training needed to be genuine proclaimers of the word, as is already 
the practice in the case of acolytes or extraordinary ministers of Holy 
Communion. Pastors can also find ways of giving a Bible, or one of 
its books, to the entire assembly as a way of showing the importance 
of learning how to read, appreciate and pray daily with sacred    
Scripture, especially through the practice of Lectio Divina.”  
 
Bishop Patrick writes: ‘I commend to you the Holy Father’s Apostolic 
Letter issued Motu Proprio Aperuit illis, of 30th September which is a 
wonderful reflection on the place of Scripture in our lives and is a 
timely resource for ‘The God Who Speaks’. It contains many pastoral 
practical matters, please follow the link:  
 
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/motu_proprio/documents/
papa-francesco-motu-proprio-20190930_aperuit-illis.html  

 
We will be discussing how we might mark this important year in the 
life of our parish at this week’s meeting of the Parish Pastoral    
Council. 
 
This Week 
 
Owing to the number of appointments in his diary, Fr. Jim will be 
visiting parishioners this afternoon—there are many visits to be 
made, so he will not stay long. He will also visit Monday afternoon 
and evening, unless he is needed elsewhere. 
 
Wednesday:  9.30am Mass this morning. 
   1.30pm Reconciliation Service for the children in 
   school. 
   7.00pm PPC meeting in the Walsingham Chapel 



Thursday:   The Parish Office is closed—Katherine is on       
   holiday 
Friday:  The Parish Office is closed. 
   Only one Mass today at 9.30am. 
 
Holidays: You will notice from above, that the office will be closed 
from Thursday the 5th December and will re-open on Tuesday, 10th 
December. Fr. Jim apologises for any inconvenience this may cause at 
this busy time, please see him directly if you need any help or wish to 
book a Mass—thank you. 
 
Forthcoming Meetings 
Fr. Jim would like to arrange the following meetings: 
 
Wednesday, 4th December: PPC Meeting at 7.00pm in the            Wal-
singham Chapel. 
 
It is with sadness that we announce the deaths of Elvira Choma and 
Mike Bertolaso—Elvira passed away on Thursday, 21st November 
and Mike died on Sunday, 24th...two great stalwarts of our parish; and 
also Gwendolene Wicks, formerly of Long Sutton—we extend our    
sincere sympathy to their families at this time. 
 
The funeral arrangements for Elvira: Requiem Mass on Wednesday, 
11th December at 10.30am. 
 
The funeral arrangements for Mike: Requiem Mass on Tuesday, 17th 
December at 11.00am. 
 
May they rest in peace.  
 
Please Pray for the housebound and the sick: Mary Bull, Rita        
Gensiorskj, Jean Fairbanks, Leontia Slay, Audrey Cook, Eileen Walton, 
Manfred Haacker, Maureen Crunkhorn, Maddie Scott, Ros              
Mullholland Gullick, Rosemarie & Peter Anderton, Pat Saville, Ian 
Caunce, Trish Taylor, Julie Carson, Maurice Cranney, Helen Henry, Fr. 
John Cairns, Mgr. John Hadley, Canon Colin Taylor & Fr. Peter       
Harvey. 

Please also remember: Ronald Chakki, Wyn Melia, Agatha Tabone 
Ferrante, Danny Healy, Ellen Cox, John Hayes, Brenda Healy, Alex 
Kosak, Alice Grimwood, Doris Newington, John Landreth Smith 
and all those whose anniversaries occur at this time. May their souls, 
and all the souls of the faithful departed, rest in peace. Amen. 
 
PARISH FINANCE 
 
Last weekend you gave: £599.23. The second collection for our par-
ish maintenance fund amounted to: £250.18—Thank you for your          
continuing generosity and support. 
 
Second collections during December 
 

This weekend:  Christmas Flowers. 
14th/15th:   Poor & Needy parishes in the Diocese 
21st/22nd:   Julia’s Fund 
 
Counter’s Rota: This week: Betty McDonald & Miroslav Bukan. 
Next week: Norma Beveridge & Eugene Cassidy. 15th December: 
Katherine Saunders & Joseph Augustine. 
 
Apologies to those counters who turned up for the meeting that 
should have taken place after the 11.00am Mass last Sunday—
unfortunately, Fr. Jim was delayed in Deeping and then by the level 
crossing in Deeping St. Nicholas.  A new rota from January to March 
will be available from next weekend. 
 
NOTICES 
 
Clergy Appointments: For those who may have missed last week-
end’s announcement, owing to Fr. Victor’s transfer to the Royal Na-

vy,    Bishop Patrick has appointed Fr. Paul Parish Priest of Bourne 
&   Deeping St. James, and Fr. Jim has been re-appointed as Parish 
Priest of Holbeach in addition to Spalding. 
 
Although Fr. Victor leaves our diocese on the 28th December, the 
changes will take place over the weekend of the 11th & 12th January 


