
Masses & Services this Week  

Saturday 2nd 

March 

4.00pm Confessions 

4.30pm Mass: (Mike McDonald RIP) 

Sunday 3rd    8.00am Mass: (Zosija, Leonidas & Petis RIP) 

11.00am Mass: (People of the Parish) 

Monday 4th 9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (Allison Law’s Intention) 

6.30pm Confirmation Programme 

Tuesday 5th  8.00am Mass: (Former staff & seminarians, St. 

Kieran’s College, Kilkenny) 

Ash  

Wednesday 

6th 

Day of fasting and you are asked to refrain eating any 

meat produce 

6.30am Mass: (Priest’s Intention) 

9.45am Mass: (Sarah Eales RIP) 

12.00pm Lenten Lunch & Reflection 

6.15pm Silent Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

(Confessions available) 

7.30pm Mass: (Private Intention) 

Thursday 7th     9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (Mary Anne & Pat Burke RIP) 

Rosary 

Friday 8th  9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (Geoff Whitwell RIP) 

7.00pm Stations of the Cross 

Saturday 9th   9.00am Mass: (Mary’s Intention) 

Confessions after Mass 

4.00pm Confessions 

4.30pm Vigil Mass: (Patrick Kennedy RIP) 

Sunday 10th    

1st Sunday of 

Lent (C) 

8.00am Mass: (Anthony Grunwell’s Intention) 

11.00am Mass: (People of the Parish) 

4.00pm Stations of the Cross 
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Parish Priest: Fr. James Burke, 52 St. Thomas’s Road, Spalding, PE11 2XX  

Telephone: 01775 722056 (Ext ‘2’) 
Email: fr.jim@stnorberts.org.uk  

Deacon: Rev. Dennis Brady, 61, Pennygate, Spalding, PE11 1NN Telephone: 01775 723616 
 

Parish Administrator: Katherine Saunders 
Telephone: 01775 722056 (Ext ’1’) 
Email: admin@stnorberts.org.uk          

 
Parish School: Saint Norbert’s Academy Catholic Primary School, Tollgate (off Pennygate), 

Spalding, PE11 1TJ  Telephone: 01775 722889 
Acting Head Teacher: Mrs. Jenna Withers 

 
Nearest Catholic Comprehensive: Saint John Fisher Catholic High School, Park Lane,  

Peterborough, PE1 5JN 
Head Teacher: Mr. Sean Hayes  Telephone: 01733 343646   

 
Parish Pastoral Council: Judy Flynn 07774 260853 

Parish Centre: Contact the Parish Office: 01775 722056 
 

Safeguarding Parish Co-ordinator: Deborah Slay 07857 206236 



Your Prayers are Requested for: Elvira Choma, Mary Bull, Rita      
Gensiorskj, Jean Fairbanks, Mike Bertolaso, Leontia Slay, Audrey 
Cook, Eileen Walton, Manfred Haacker, Maureen Crunkhorn, Allison 
Law, Maddie Scott, Ros Mullholland Gullick, Rosemarie & Peter      
Anderton, Pat Saville & Ian Caunce. Because of the GDPR rules, we     
cannot automatically include the names of those who would like to be included 
in our parish prayer list. Fr. Jim is aware that there are some people who 
would like their names included, but he cannot remember all the names given 
to him after the three Masses. Please place the names on a piece of paper and 
hand them to him or Deacon Dennis; alternatively, send him an email 
(fr.jim@stnorberts.org.uk) and he will gladly add names to the list. 
 
Elizabeth Hubbard RIP: It is with sadness we announce the death of 
Elizabeth (‘Liz’) Hubbard. We extend our sincere sympathy to her hus-
band, John, and their family. Liz’s mortal remains will be received into 
church on Monday, 18th January and her funeral service will take 
place the following day at 10.30am. May she rest in peace. 
 
Please also remember: Kate Strutt, Philip McNamara, Fr. Adrian  
Chatterton, Brenda Nowlan, Joan Solkins, Margaret O’Keefe, Baby 
Vilte Ezerinskiene, John Wilson, Charles Stevens, William John, Kas 
Harawozatowice, Francis Hughes, Michael Nester, Maria Smith, Tony 
Brennan and all those whose anniversaries occur at this time. May their 
souls, and all the souls of the faithful departed, rest in peace. Amen. 
 
NOTICES 
 
Confirmation Programme 
 
Note to parents: You should have received a letter last week about the 
retreat to The Briars and a request from Fr. Jim to meet with him on 
Monday, 11th March at 7.00pm in the church. 
 
Baptism Programme: Unless there is a special or pastoral reason we do 
not normally baptise during Lent and encourage parents to celebrate 
baptism outside of the Lenten season. 
 
Lent 2019: The word ‘Lent’ comes from the old English word ‘lencten’, 

Derbyshire, is hosting a retreat for ladies from throughout the        
Diocese. The retreat will give you the chance to relax in the company 
of other women to reflect on your faith and your role within the 
Church.  
 
If you are interested, contact The Briars directly: www.ndys.com. The 
dates are from 15th to 17th March and the cost is £75.00 (£100.00 if 
you require a single room). 
 
Society of Saint Gregory: will be holding a series of Spring            
Gatherings with workshops, talks and liturgies, for anyone involved 
in parish ministry, whether as choir director, instrumentalist, singer, 
reader, catechist or worshipper in the pew.   
  
The Midlands event is to be held in our diocese, at Holy Trinity 
Church, Newark, NG24 4AU on Saturday, 16 March 2019 (10am – 
4.30pm).  The workshop day will have a particular focus on planning 
and preparing for Mass, exploring what is needed for a truly worthy 
celebration of Mass. All are very welcome, both members and         
non-members alike.  
 
Catholic Singles is an organisation which helps single Catholics of all 
ages (over 18 years) meet other single Catholics, either one to one or 
through social events. For further information visit 
www.catholicsingles.org.uk or tel. 0161 941 3498. See the poster on our 
noticeboard. 
 
A Prayer: Heavenly Father, give us the grace this Lent to die to all our 
worldly cares and desires. Help us to make a space in our hearts for 
you to enter in, and so be healed and restored to a new life in Christ 
Jesus. Amen. 
 

With our prayers and good wishes to you, and all you hold dear. 
 

God bless, 
 

Fr. Jim & Deacon Dennis 
 

http://www.catholicsingles.org.uk


UCM: The will hold their AGM this Tuesday, 5th March, at 2.00pm 
here in Spalding—for more information contact Betty McDonald. 
 
The Flower Arrangers will have a deserved break during Lent (as you 
are probably aware, we do not have flowers in church during Lent). 
The ladies would welcome more volunteers to join the flower rota—
can you spare a couple of hours to help? Please see Sharon Amess or 
Anne Judd; if you are not sure who they are, ask one of the clergy and 
they will be happy to introduce you. 
 
The former chapel: The working party have now submitted a        
Business Plan for the former chapel building for consideration of the 
Building & Sites Committee at their next meeting this Thursday (7th 
March); as soon as we receive any news of their decision, we will    
announce it here. 
 
At a recent meeting of the working party we agreed that the project 
(not the building) will be known as ‘Project: St. Thomas’. We are also 
grateful and pleased to announce that Mike Flynn has offered to take 
up the role of ‘Project Manager’. We hope to be able to share more 
news with you soon. 
 
Have you registered your details with the parish? Under the new 
GDPR rules all parishioners must register with the parish so that we 
can keep your details securely for parish use. We will never disclose 
your details to another party. If you are new to the parish, or have not 
yet registered with us, please collect a form from the sacristy or the 
parish office, thank you. 
 
Noticeboards: We have two noticeboards outside of the chapel; the 
one closest to the church (to the left of the front entrance) is for parish 
notices, whilst the second noticeboard is situated on the right side and 
is specifically community use, please feel free to use it - there is no 
charge. You may hand any notices to Katherine in the  office and she 
will gladly arrange for your notice to be displayed. 
 
Short notice! Our diocesan residential youth and retreat centre at The 
Briars, situated in the beautiful village of Crich, near Matlock,         

- meaning spring - and refers to the lengthening of days that occur at 
this time of year in the northern hemisphere. As the natural world 
undergoes rebirth and renewal during this season, so Lent is a time 
for Christians to reflect on our rebirth in Baptism and engage in  
spiritual renewal in preparation for Easter. 
 
Purple vestments are worn, the Gloria is not recited at the Sunday 
Mass and the ‘Alleluia’ is also omitted. 
 
Lent is forty days long counting from Ash Wednesday coming to a 
climax during the ‘Triduum’; i.e., Holy Thursday, Good Friday and 
the great Easter Vigil that takes place during the night of Holy      
Saturday—the first Mass of Easter. The six Sundays during Lent are 
not counted because Sunday is always a celebration of the            
Resurrection. The forty days help us to identify with Jesus, who 
spent forty days of fasting and prayer in the wilderness before      
beginning his public ministry. 
 
On Ash Wednesday our  foreheads are marked with ash, reminding 
us that ‘You are dust, and to dust you shall return’. 
 
Christians who are in good health should eat just one whole meal on 
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. We should also refrain from meat 
on those days. During the whole forty days we might consider     
giving up consuming less of something like chocolate or alcohol. 
Better still, we might devote some of our precious time to do     
something special for Lent; maybe self-denial, daily Mass, more time 
for prayer, less television, a contribution to Julia’s Fund, visiting the 
sick and lonely, or doing more at home. 
 
Wednesdays in Lent: We have always made Wednesday a special 
day in Lent; we usually have the popular 6.30am Mass followed by 
tea and toast in the Hall; Stations of the Cross before the evening 
Mass, this year we are going to extend that time and serve Lenten 
lunches (soup and a roll; tea and coffee, and fruit) in the old chapel, 
now know as ‘Project: St. Thomas’ - the name will be explained 
elsewhere in this newsletter. We will have some form of prayer/
spiritual exercise, and we will discuss the questions devised by  



Bishop Patrick, which he is asking every parish to consider during 
Lent—we must send our responses to Nottingham before Palm       
Sunday. For those unable to participate in the questionnaire during the 
Lenten lunches, perhaps we can spend a few moments after the 6.30am 
and 7.30pm Masses on Wednesdays? (Just a suggestion). 
 
If you would like to join us for the Lenten Lunches, please note we 
are asking you to sign in every week—this will make sure that food 
does not get wasted. (As we do at the early morning Mass, there will 
be a plate for any donations to our chosen worthy cause). 
 
Stations of the Cross will take place every Wednesday at 6.30pm and 
every Friday at 7.00pm throughout Lent and on the 1st, 3rd and 5th 
Sundays during Lent as announced in the newsletter. Those who 
would like to volunteer to lead the Stations may place their contact  
details on the list provided in the church. 
 
Lenten House Masses: the dates times and venues of these will be   
announced next week. 
 
Julia’s Fund: This is a parish fund that was established ten years ago to 
help a Polish family whose baby daughter, Julia, died as a result of a 
cot death. The family wanted to return to Poland with their baby, but 
had no means of doing so—they required £2,600.00 for the baby to be 
repatriated, within 48 hours this parish donated more than £5,000.00; 
and over £6,000 was raised by the Polish communities in Boston, Kings 
Lynn and Peterborough. The fund still exists and is still helping local 
people in need. There will be a voluntary collection at the end of every 
Mass during Lent and a second collection will be taken at all Masses 
on Palm Sunday—the total raised will be presented as our ‘Gifts for 
the Poor’ at the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday. 
 
Lord, as we begin the journey of Lent, may this season of prayer, repentance 
and caring open our eyes to our own sinfulness and our need to forgive others 
their sins, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
PARISH FINANCE 
Last weekend you gave £662.67. The second collection for the parish  

maintenance fund realised £238.54. Thank you for your continuing 
support and generosity. 
 
Second collections during March 
16th/17th CAFOD Family Fast 
30th/31st Parish Maintenance Fund 
 
Julia’s Fund: During Lent we will take a voluntary retiring            
collection as you leave church. 
 
Counters Rota: This week’s counters are: Norma & Anita; next 
week, Joe & Karen. 
 
Financial Review: This weekend has been designated as the day 
when we are requested to invite you to review your contributions to 
the parish; however, Bishop Patrick has written a pastoral letter to 
be read, so we will read the Bishop’s letter and present the review 
after Easter. 
 

Fr. Jim’s Silver Jubilee: Music and singing practice in church this 
Thursday from 7.00 to 7.45pm. Fr. Jim wishes to thank those who 
came along last Thursday to learn the hymns and practice the music. 
Please accept this invitation to come along and join us in song...and, 
if you play an instrument of any sort, bring it with you—if you can! 
 
Social & Fundraising Committee:  
 
The 100 CLUB: We are still 20 short of our target! Please do consider 
joining this fund raising initiative—it will cost you £20 for the year. 
You can hand your subscription to Claire or Declan Murphy, one of 
the clergy or to Katherine in the parish office—thank you! 
 
If it is easier for you to pay your subscription by cheque, please 
make your cheque payable to ‘Spalding RCP’. If we can reach 100 
members by the end of the month, the first draw will take place in 
March—more details soon. (If you can, do encourage your family 
and friends to become members—members who do not attend Mass 
in this parish, or live elsewhere, will receive their prize in the post). 


