
Masses & Services this Week  

Saturday 16th  

February 

4.00pm Confessions 
4.30pm Mass: (Holy Sous especially FOSS) 

Sunday 17th   8.00am Mass: (Tony Faulkner RIP) 

11.00am Mass: (People of the Parish) 

Monday 18th 9.15am Morning Prayer 
9.30am Mass: (Jez Spikings RIP) 

No Confirmation Group meeting this evening 

Tuesday 19th  8.00am Mass: (Holy Souls) 
4.00pm The Reception of John Darley RIP 

Wednesday 

20th 
1.30pm Requiem Mass for John Darley RIP 

Thursday 21st    9.15am Morning Prayer 
9.30am Mass: (Holy Souls) 

Rosary 

Friday 22nd 

Chair of  

St. Peter 

9.15am Morning Prayer 
9.30am Mass: (Deceased Members, Relatives & 

Friends of the Over 60’s Club) 

Saturday 23rd 

St. Polycarp  

9.00am Mass: (Mrs. Horspole) 
Confessions after Mass 

4.00pm Confessions 

4.30pm Vigil Mass: (The Matten Family Intentions) 

Sunday 24th    

7th Sunday of  

the Year ‘C’ 

8.00am Mass: (Jem Grimwood RIP) 
11.00am Mass: (People of the Parish) 

PARISH OF 

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION &      

SAINT NORBERT 

 
17th February 2019       Sixth Sunday of the Year (C)        Psalter 2 

 
Parish Priest: Fr. James Burke, 52 St. Thomas’s Road, Spalding, PE11 2XX  

Telephone: 01775 722056 (Ext ‘2’) 
Email: fr.jim@stnorberts.org.uk  

Deacon: Rev. Dennis Brady, 61, Pennygate, Spalding, PE11 1NN Telephone: 01775 723616 
 

Parish Administrator: Katherine Saunders 
Telephone: 01775 722056 (Ext ’1’) 
Email: admin@stnorberts.org.uk          

 
Parish School: Saint Norbert’s Academy Catholic Primary School, Tollgate (off Pennygate), 

Spalding, PE11 1TJ  Telephone: 01775 722889 
Acting Head Teacher: Mrs. Jenna Withers 

 
Nearest Catholic Comprehensive: Saint John Fisher Catholic High School, Park Lane,  

Peterborough, PE1 5JN 
Head Teacher: Mr. Sean Hayes  Telephone: 01733 343646   

 
Parish Pastoral Council: Judy Flynn 07774 260853 

Parish Centre: Contact the Parish Office: 01775 722056 
 

Safeguarding Parish Co-ordinator: Deborah Slay 07857 206236 



Your Prayers are Requested for: Elvira Choma, Mary Bull, Rita      
Gensiorskj, Jean Fairbanks, Mike Bertolaso, Leontia Slay, Audrey 
Cook, Eileen Walton, Manfred Haacker, Maureen Crunkhorn, Allison 
Law, Maddie Scott, Ros Mullholland Gullick & Ian Caunce. Because of 
the GDPR rules, we cannot automatically include the names of those who 
would like to be included in our parish prayer list. Fr. Jim is aware that there 
are some people who would like their names included, but he cannot remember 
all the names   given to him after the three Masses. Please place the names on 
a piece of paper and hand them to him or Deacon Dennis; alternatively, send 
him an email (fr.jim@stnorberts.org.uk) and he will gladly add names to the 
list. 
 
Please also remember: Malcolm Gregson, Ellen Wander, Ronald Scott, 
Jill Saunders, Gladys Field, Joseph McMillan, George Porter,          
Monsignor Edward Walker and all those whose anniversaries occur at 
this time. May their souls, and all the souls of the faithful departed, rest in 
peace. Amen. 
 
NOTICES 
 
Confirmation Programme: A reminder to the Confirmation Group, Fr. 
Paul has asked you to read chapter 4 of your ‘You Cat’ course book, 
and Fr. Jim has asked you to read chapter 5 in preparation for our next 
meeting after half-term, which is: Monday, 25th February. 
 
Note to parents: At the next session, we will be sending you details of 
the retreat at The Briars, our diocesan youth retreat centre at Crich, 
near Matlock. We also need to do some fundraising to help offset some 
of the costs involved, your help will be greatly appreciated. 
 
Baptism Programme: If you are planning to have your child baptised 
in church, please obtain an application form the sacristy or the parish 
office; thank you. 
 
Congratulations: We were pleased to welcome Grace Rose & Olivia 

Maddison Hopkins into God’s family and our parish family through 
the holy waters of Baptism last weekend.  We congratulate their proud 
parents and extended family. 

wary of being lulled by poetic beauty and basking only in the       
blessings. On the other side of each blessing there is a warning 
against complacency. Radical Jesus, as he often does, turns the world 
upside down to show us the other side. 
 
Today we hear words from Jesus that sound strange to our ears and 
probably sounded strange over two thousand years ago. ‘Blessed are 
the poor and woe to the rich’ has always sounded strange. Let’s ask 
God to help us receive and understand—and to put into practice—
this strange teaching. 
 
We pray for those who have plenty; may they keep their hearts       
focussed on what really matters in life. 
 
 
 

 



not yet registered with us, please collect a form from the sacristy or 
the parish office, thank you. 
 
Noticeboards: We have two noticeboards outside of the chapel; the 
one closest to the church (to the left of the front entrance) is for parish 
notices, whilst the second noticeboard is situated on the right side and 
is specifically community use, please feel free to use it - there is no 
charge. You may hand any notices to Katherine in the  office and she 
will gladly arrange for your notice to be displayed. 
 
Society of Saint Gregory: will be holding a series of Spring            
Gatherings with workshops, talks and liturgies, for anyone involved 
in parish ministry, whether as choir director, instrumentalist, singer, 
reader, catechist or worshipper in the pew.   
  
The Midlands event is to be held in our diocese, at Holy Trinity 
Church, Newark, NG24 4AU on Saturday, 16 March 2019 (10am – 
4.30pm).  The workshop day will have a particular focus on planning 
and preparing for Mass, exploring what is needed for a truly worthy 
celebration of Mass. All are very welcome, both members and         
non-members alike.  
 
Catholic Singles is an organisation which helps single Catholics of all 
ages (over 18 years) meet other single Catholics, either one to one or 
through social events. For further information visit 
www.catholicsingles.org.uk or tel. 0161 941 3498. See the poster on our 
noticeboard. 
 
Reflection on today’s Gospel: Today the Gospel takes us to a plain 
where the multitudes have gathered to hear and be healed. There, Je-
sus delivers to them the poetic words of the Beatitiudes. In Luke’s tell-
ing we only get four beatitudes, while in Matthew’s account we hear 
eight. However, Luke does give us four ‘woes’ to go along with the 
blessings: ‘Woe to you, for you have your consolation’, ‘Woe to you 
who are full, for you will be hungry’, ‘Woe to you who laugh, for you 
will grieve’, ‘Woe to you when all speak well of you’. 
 
C.S. Lewis observed: ‘Beauty exalts, but beauty also lulls’. We should be 

Are you planning to get married in church during 2019? Please       
remember, we require at least six months notice. 
 
Safeguarding: We take safeguarding very seriously in this parish, 
Deborah Slay has recently taken over the role as our Parish           
Safeguarding Officer. There are two aspects to her role: Firstly, in the 
very first instance, any concerns relating to safeguarding within the 
parish should be addressed to Deborah. You can do that by writing 
to her, care of the parish office; any such correspondence should be 
clearly marked: ‘Private & Confidential’. The easiest, and perhaps 
quickest way to contact her is by phone. We have provided Deborah 
with a mobile phone specifically for safeguarding matters, this    
number (07857 206236) appears on the top of all our parish         
newsletters and on our parish noticeboard. 
 
The other aspect of Deborah’s role is to ensure that any adult with 
access to children or vulnerable adults has an up-to-date criminal 
background clearance, normally called a ‘DBS’ (‘Disclosure and   
Barring Service’). Parishioners who already have DBS clearance are 
reminded to register for the update service. There is no cost           
implications, as this cost is met by the Diocese. 
 
We also have a duty of care towards those employed by the parish 
and those who regularly use our facilities and our premises. We are 
currently arranging a fire safety presentation which will be taking 
place in March, more details soon. 
 
PARISH FINANCE 
 
Last weekend you gave £650.73. The second collection for the parish 
maintenance fund realised £458.22. Thank you for your continuing 
support and generosity. 
 
Second collections during February 
 
Next weekend (23rd/24th February) the second collection will be 
for the Parish Maintenance Fund. 
 

http://www.catholicsingles.org.uk


Counters Rota: This week’s counters are: Norma & Anita; next week, 
Joe & Karen. 
 
Parish Pastoral Council: A reminder that we will meet on Wednesday, 
27th February at 7.00pm in the Walsingham Chapel. 
 
Social & Fundraising Committee:  
 
The 100 CLUB: Grateful thanks to our new promoters, Claire & Declan 
Murphy; after two weeks they tell us that we are nearly half-way to 
reaching our minimum membership target, thank you to everyone 
who have already joined. Claire & Declan will be at the back of church 
at all Masses during the month of February inviting you to  become a 
member, which provides funds for the parish, and, if your lucky    
number is drawn, you can win too! The yearly subscription is £20.00. 
As in previous years, 50% of the funds raised will be paid out in prize 
money, and 50% will be paid into general parish funds. If we surpass 
the predicted membership, the prize money in December will be       
increased. 
 
If it is easier for you to pay your subscription by cheque, please make 
your cheque payable to ‘Spalding RCP’. If we can reach 100 members 
by the end of the month, the first draw will take place in March—more 
details soon. (If you can, do encourage your family and friends to    
become members—members who do not attend Mass in this parish, or 
live elsewhere, will receive their prize in the post). 
 
WORLD DAY of PRAYER on Friday 1st March. The service will be at 
Spalding Methodist Church in Broad St. at 10-30 am. The title is: 
"Come - Everything is Ready" based on the parable from Luke's      
Gospel, chapter 14 and has been put together by the women of         
Slovenia. Everyone is welcome. 
 
UCM: The will hold their AGM on Tuesday, 5th March, at 2.00pm here 
in Spalding—for more information contact Betty McDonald. 
 
The Flower Arrangers would like to thank you for your contributions 
to last weekend’s second collection for funds to purchase flowers to 

decorate the church. They will be meeting on Wednesday, 13th 
March at 6.15pm to discuss Easter flowers. They would welcome 
more volunteers to join the flower rota—can you spare a couple of 

hours to help? Please see Sharon Amess or Anne Judd; if you are not 
sure who they are, ask one of the clergy and they will be happy to        
introduce you. 
 
Lent 2019: We have only one request for a House Mass. The list will 
be removed after this weekend as we need to plan ahead. 
 
At a recent liturgy meeting it was decided to observe Wednesdays as 
a special day of prayer throughout Lent. We will continue with the 
well-supported 6.30am Mass as in previous years. At 12.00pm we 
will serve Lenten lunches (soup, roll, tea and coffee) in the former 
Methodist Chapel, which will include a Lenten reflection. 6.00pm 
Stations of the Cross followed by Mass. 
 
More details to follow. 
 
Churches Together: Some of the ministers from the other churches 
are offering Lenten reflections on some of the well-known Lenten 
hymns and songs on Monday evenings throughout Lent from 
7.30pm to 9.00pm at the Baptist Church, Chapel Lane, Spalding. 
Please see the notice on our noticeboard for more details. 
 
Fr. Jim’s Silver Jubilee: (A message from Anne Darragh) Fr. Jim has 
selected the hymns he would like to be sung at his Jubilee               
celebration on the 30th April. We need some singers and musicians 
and would like to begin rehearsals on Thursday evenings starting on 
the 28th February, in church, from 7.00 to 7.45pm—everyone        
welcome, (including children) singers and musicians, just turn up 
and join in. Thanking you in anticipation. 
 
Have you registered your details with the parish? Under the new 
GDPR rules all parishioners must register with the parish so that we 
can keep your details securely for parish use. We will never disclose 
your details to another party. If you are new to the parish, or have 


