
Masses & Services this Week  

Saturday 15th  

February 

4.30pm Mass: (Holy Souls) 

 

Sunday 16th     8.00am Mass: (People of the Parish) 

11.00am Mass: (In Thanksgiving for Toby Thompson) 

Monday 17th 9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (The Prendergast Family) 

Tuesday 18th   9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Service of the Word & Holy Communion 

Wednesday 

19th 
6.00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

7.00pm Mass: (Holy Souls) 

Thursday 

20th 

9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Service of the Word & Holy Communion 

Rosary 

Friday 21st  9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (Achille & Maria Parise & Family RIP) 

Saturday 

22nd Chair of 

St. Peter 

9.00am Mass: (Ben & Val Gillick & Family) 

Confessions 

4.00pm Confessions 

4.30pm Vigil Mass: (Holy Souls) (PM) 

Sunday 23rd  

7th Sunday of 

the Year (A) 

8.00am Mass: (People of the Parish) 

11.00am Mass: (Holy Souls) 

3.00pm Introducing our Lenten Project… 

Showing a concert performance of ‘Les Miserables’ 

You do not have to commit to attending the Lenten 

programme if just want to come along and enjoy the 

recording of the concert. 

was revered? 
 
3. In next week’s gospel Jesus tells us to ‘offer’ the other cheek. What 
is your understanding of this phrase and how might you use this   
advice in a situation you are currently in? 
 
4. Have you had an experience in your life where you practiced Jesus’ 
commandment to ‘love your enemies’? What was the outcome? 
 
 
Note from Anthony: I will be in the parish office between 9.00 – 10.15 
each morning this week. If there are urgent matters please ring me on 
07740 664017—Thank you. 
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We welcome the children  who are currently preparing to celebrate 
their first Reconciliation during Lent in preparation for their First Holy 
Communion in June, to the 11.00am Mass this weekend. 
 
The Re-Dedication of England to the Blessed Virgin Mary: Did you 
know that England was dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary in 1381 by 
King Richard II? This year our country are praying a renewal of the 
vows he made, and we in Spalding are a host parish! We are now    
preparing for how we intend to celebrate the rededication that will 
happen at 12 noon on the 29th March. Fr. Jim would like to arrange a 
joint meeting between ourselves and with Holy Trinity parishioners 
here in Spalding on Tuesday, 3rd March, at 7.30pm in the new centre. 
A warm welcome awaits those who wish to join us. 
 
‘33 Days to Morning Glory’ is a ‘Do it Yourself’ retreat in preparation 
for Marian consecration and the books are provided ‘Free of Charge’. 
The retreat begins on the 21st February (this coming Friday) until the 
25th March. There is a free book with every edition of the newsletter—
and extra books are available for those who would like to take them. 
 
Project St. Thomas: As mentioned at the end of all the Masses last 
weekend, we need your help...and it will only take a couple of minutes  
to help the project take a big step forward. Most importantly we need 
you to place at least one ‘tick’ in four columns. You may wish to ‘tick’ 
two columns if you would like to volunteer to help with any of the 
projects. The columns simply ask you to identify if, a) “I may need this 
facility myself’; b) ‘I would like to help with this project’; c) ‘I neither 
need or able to help this project, but I support this proposal’. 
 
There is space for you to: a) suggest any uses for the additional rooms; 
and, b) to write down any other comments or observations you may 
have about the project. And on the reverse side of the paper there is a 
space for your contact details, should you want us to keep in touch 
with you—this is optional, if you do supply us with this information, 
these details will not be shared with any third parties. 
 
You will see from the documents displayed—there is a lot of support 
for the project from businesses like Bakkavor and Manor Fresh, from 

JULIA’S FUND: Now in it’s 11th Year—once again, we will have   
voluntary collection at the end of all weekend Masses (except the 
14th/15th March) and, as always, a second collection on Palm       
Sunday. Whatever we collect we will present as our ‘Gifts for the 
Poor’ at the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday. 
 
National Scripture Tour: The Scripture Tour will be in the Diocese of 
Nottingham next Saturday (22nd February 2020) at the Holy Trinity 
Parish Centre, Newark, Notts NG24 4AU, visit anytime between 
10am and 4.30pm. The artist Pete Codling will be explaining his     
artwork at 12.30 with other presentations before and after on ‘Mary & 
The Word, Seeing The Word, Exploring The Word, Sharing The 
Word, Living The Word;’ food and refreshments will be available. 
Visit: www.dioceseofnottingham.uk There will also be a chance to 
win  ‘The God Who Roars’ lion, see Cardinal Vincent Nichols trailer: 
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/events/the-god-who-speaks/   
 
Marriage Encounter Weekend: On 4th to 5th July, 2020 there is an   
opportunity for all married couples to enrich their marriage and     
renew their commitment to one another.  A non-residential Marriage 
Encounter Weekend will be held at Savio House, Bollington, Nr    
Macclesfield, SK10 5RW.  Most couples and many priests find this a 
very rewarding experience.  Book now at www.wwme.org.uk or for 
more information contact Charles & Krysia Golabek on 01625 263627 
charles.golabek@ntlworld.com or Mark & Liz Dutton on 01625 428498 
lizmark@lizmark1.co.uk .  There are Travel Lodges in Adlington & 
Macclesfield and a Premier Inn in Tytherington – all within 3 miles of 
the venue. 
 
The God Who Speaks: 7th Sunday of the Year (23rd February 2020): 1. 
In Liviticus, God tells the people, ‘You must openly tell him, your 
neighbour, of his offence, this way you will not make a sin upon 
yourself’. When do you think it becomes imperative for Christian to 
reprove their fellow citizens? 
 
2. St. Paul writes to the Corinthians, ‘Didn’t you realise that you were 
God’s temple and that the Spirit of God was living among you?’ What 
would our society look like if this truth, that the human body is holy, 

http://www.dioceseofnottingham.uk
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Those who have seen the show will know it is quite a long               
performance, so you may want to bring some snacks to share—there is 
plenty of tea and coffee, and we may be able to serve a drink from the 
bar for those who wish. 
 
Pre-Baptism Programme for Parents: If you are hoping to have your 
child baptised in either Spalding or Holbeach parishes, we are         
preparing to run a course during Lent—please obtain a booking form 
from the sacristy or from the parish office. We do not normally baptise 
during Lent (unless in an emergency) and encourage parents to       
organise the baptism for Easter, or during the Easter season. 
 
The Parish Pastoral Council needs a new ‘Chair’ - After many years 
in the role, Judy has resigned from the PPC. Fr. Jim asks present   
members to seriously consider taking on this role. New members are 
also needed—the PPC normally meets five times a year. If you would 
like to find out more, see Fr. Jim or Deacon Dennis (or any member of 
the PPC). 
 

“Garden Waste” - A neighbour has brought it to my attention that 
‘garden waste’ is being deposited (in bags) in front of our church on 
Henrietta Street. We are not aware when this is happening, nor by 
whom—and it might even have nothing to do with us at all. If this 
waste is being left along the street, please note that the bin men do not 
collect garden waste, and it should not be left on the street. Can       
anyone throw any light on this, please? Thanks, Fr. Jim. 
 
An Appeal from Bishop Patrick: Our Bishop is a Patron of a small, 
but very efficient and effective, charity in Leicestershire which offers 
medical care to some of the poorest people in sub-Saharan Africa. The 
charity has Catholic roots and ongoing support, and it works closely 
with the Catholic Religious Sisters who run the few local small        
hospitals or Medical Centres. The Bishop is asking if our parish would 
be prepared to raise £100 to support this particular appeal? £100 could 
treat 380 patients with diarrhoeal disease.  We will have a Voluntary 
collection over the weekend of the 14th/15th March for this cause. 
 

the Diocese of Nottingham and the national Bishops Conference,  
local authorities...the list is swelling as news of the project spreads. 
Last week, we have submitted a significant number of business 
plans and other data to the Diocese—are thanks to Lisa for this. We 
have also submitted a job description for a full time ‘Project           
Development Leader’ for the Diocese to consider—our thanks to 
Kinga, Bakkavor, and Katy (LCVS) for their input in this. All these 
documents and proposals will be discussed at the next meeting with 
the Bishop, the board of Directors and their advisors on the 5th 
March. Please, remember this project in your prayers. Thank you for 
your help. 
 
PARISH FINANCE Last week you gave £716.51. The second        
collection for our Maintenance Fund realised: £304.62—Thank you 
for your generosity and continuing support. 
 
Fr. Jim wishes to acknowledge the kind and generous donations of  
£20.00 to Parish Funds 
£250.00 towards the cost of the new parish computers (still to be  
purchased). 
£100.00 & £30.00 to cover printing costs in relation to consultation 
documents for the project.  
Thank you to everyone for your support, it is much appreciated. 
 
Second collections during February 
Next Weekend:  `Parish Maintenance Fund’ 
 
Counter’s Rota: This week: Maria Fenwick & Norma Beveridge. 
Next week: Betty McDonald & Eugene Cassidy.  
 
Important notice for key/code holders: Thanks to those who have 
already been in contact with us, for insurance and security purposes 
we need to update our records. If you are a key/code holder please 
could you let Keith, or Anthony (via the parish office) know that you 
hold a key/code and for what purpose. Many thanks for your         
co-operation, Anthony. 
 
Please Pray for the housebound and the sick: Hugolino Gillick,      
Rosetta Le Compt, Mary Bull, Rita Gensiorskj, Jean Fairbanks,       



Leontia Slay, Audrey Cook, Eileen Walton, Manfred Haacker, 
Maureen Crunkhorn, Maddie Scott, Ros Mullholland Gullick,        
Rosemarie & Peter Anderton, Pat Saville, Ian Caunce, Trish Taylor,  
Julie Carson, Maurice Cranney, Helen Henry, Fr. John Cairns, Canon 
Colin Taylor & Fr. Peter Harvey. 
 
Please also remember: Malcolm Gregson, Liz Hubbard, Ellen Wander,  
Ronald Scott, Jill Saunders, Gladys Field, Joseph McMillan, George 
Porter and all those whose anniversaries occur at this time. May their 
souls, and all the souls of the faithful departed, rest in peace. Amen. 
 
A Reflection for Today: In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus might appear 
to be exceeding even the Pharisees in strictness of interpretation of the 
Law. ‘Until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke 
of a letter, will pass from the law until it is accomplished’. Many  
Christians (and others) have a core feeling that religion is essentially 
about strictness and restraint, and so they feel that the more rigid they 
are, the more religious they are. Of course they is a place for strictness 
and restraint, but it does not occupy the first place. Without wishing to 
trivialise this, one could imagine a driver who rigidly observed all the 
rules of the road, but drove ‘without due care and attention’. It would 
be hard to imagine Jesus on the side of the Pharisees, so we have to 
read this passage very carefully. 
 
‘Do not think I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have 

come not to abolish, but to fulfil’. When is a law perfectly fulfilled? 
When it is observed to the letter? Hardly. The Scribes and the         
Pharisees adhered to the letter of the law, yet Jesus accused them of 
‘setting aside the commands of God and clinging to human               
traditions’ (Mk. 7:8). A law is being fulfilled, surely, when the purpose 
for which it was made is being fulfilled. A law is a means to an end; 
but if the end is being subverted by the law, then it is no longer a law. 
This is the revolutionary teaching of St. Thomas Aquinas. Law, he said, 
is an act of reason (ordering a means to an end), not an act of will. Law 
is not the grip of someone’s power over you, but guidance for your 
mind. It subverts neither your mind nor your will, but guides you 
along a path. It does not take away your freedom, but supports,       
enlightens and defends it. This is how there can be such a thing as the 

law of God. It makes us open our eyes, not close them. Strictness is 
not the essence of law; the essence of law is seeing. Jesus told the       
Pharisees they were ‘the blind leading the blind’ (Mt. 15:14). 
 
‘Unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Phari-
sees,’ Jesus said, ‘you will never enter the kingdom of heaven’. For 
‘exceeds’ another translation says ‘go deeper than’. A shallow reli-
gion has to compensate for lack of depth by excessive strictness; and 
it tries in advance to make rules for every possible situation. Konrad 
Lorenz gave a memorable description of the little semi-blind crea-
ture, the water newt, which makes its way around by memory rather 
than by sight. A superficial religion is like this. We pay a heavy price 
for not opening our eyes. 
 
NOTICES 
 
Church Flowers: Our small group of flower arrangers do a great job 
of keeping the church beautifully adorned with flowers all year 
around. To help with keeping the costs down, for a donation you 
can have flowers dedicated as a ‘Thank you’ for someone, for a spe-
cial occasion, such as an anniversary or in thanksgiving; or in 
memory of a loved one...please have a word with Anne Judd or  
Sharon Amess to discuss your requirements. 
 
In addition to the above, there is also a tin in the narthex to collect 
any spare change you may have which will also be used to purchase     
flowers for the church. Thank you. We would like to acknowledge a 
donation of £50 from the Polish community—thank you. 
 
LENT 2020: We will be preparing for our new Lenten course, ’The 
Grace of Les Miserables’ by showing a recording of the entire show 
on DVD next Sunday in our Hall in Spalding; this will help us         
re-familiarise ourselves with the story and hopefully enhance our 
participation in the programme. The course runs over six weeks; 
please sign up as soon as possible if you would like to take part. I am 
told the course books are now available in the UK at a much more 
affordable price than the £18 originally quoted. 
 


