
Masses & Services this Week  

Saturday 2nd 

February 

4.00pm Confessions 

4.30pm Mass: (Gertie Kennedy RIP) 

Sunday 3rd   8.00am Mass: (Michael Robb RIP) 

11.00am Mass: (People of the Parish) 

The traditional blessing of St. Blaise will be given at 

the end of all Masses this weekend.  

Monday 4th 

St. Gilbert of 

Sempringham 

9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (Teresa Brown’s Intention) 

6.30pm Confirmation Programme 

Tuesday 5th 

St. Agatha  

8.00am Mass: (Holy Souls) 

Wednesday 

6th 
6.00pm Mass: (Vera Bullock RIP) 

7.00pm Liturgy Meeting (preparing for Lent & Easter) 

Thursday 7th   9.00am Mass: (Holy Souls) 

Rosary after Mass 

Friday 8th  St. 

Josephine 

Bakhita  

9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (Patrick Kerry RIP) 

Saturday 9th  9.00am Mass: (Private Intention) 

Confessions after Mass 

4.00pm Confessions 

4.30pm Vigil Mass: (Leila Adams RIP) 

Sunday 10th    

5th Sunday of  

the Year ‘C’ 

8.00am Mass: (People of the Parish) 

11.00am Mass: (Thierry Christian Gnanakumar RIP) 

The Sacrament of the Sick will be administered after 

this Mass. 

If it is easier for you to pay your subscription by cheque, please make 
your cheque payable to ‘Spalding RCP’. If we can reach 100 members 
by the end of the month, the first draw will take place in March—
more details soon. (If you can, do encourage your family and friends 
to become members—members who do not attend Mass in this      
parish, or live elsewhere, will receive their prize in the post). 
 

With our prayers and good wishes, 
 

Fr. Jim & Deacon Dennis 

PARISH OF 

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION &      

SAINT NORBERT 

 
3rd February 2019       Fourth Sunday of the Year (C)        Psalter 4 

 
Parish Priest: Fr. James Burke, 52 St. Thomas’s Road, Spalding, PE11 2XX  

Telephone: 01775 722056 (Ext ‘2’) 
Email: fr.jim@stnorberts.org.uk  

Deacon: Rev. Dennis Brady, 61, Pennygate, Spalding, PE11 1NN Telephone: 01775 723616 
 

Parish Administrator: Katherine Saunders 
Telephone: 01775 722056 (Ext ’1’) 
Email: admin@stnorberts.org.uk          

 
Parish School: Saint Norbert’s Academy Catholic Primary School, Tollgate (off Pennygate), 

Spalding, PE11 1TJ  Telephone: 01775 722889 
Acting Head Teacher: Mrs. Jenna Withers 

 
Nearest Catholic Comprehensive: Saint John Fisher Catholic High School, Park Lane,  

Peterborough, PE1 5JN 
Head Teacher: Mr. Sean Hayes  Telephone: 01733 343646   

 
Parish Pastoral Council: Judy Flynn 07774 260853 

Parish Centre: Contact the Parish Office: 01775 722056 
 

Safeguarding Parish Co-ordinator: Deborah Slay 07857 206236 

St. Josephine 

Bakhita        
8th February: Day 

of Prayer for victims 

of human trafficking 



Today: The Blessing of St. Blaise, the traditional blessing of throats, 
will be given at the end of all Masses this weekend for those who wish 
to receive it. 
 
Who was St. Blaise? His feast day is celebrated in the East on February 
11 and in the West on February 3.  All sources agree that St. Blaise was 
the Bishop of Sebaste in Armenia who suffered martyrdom under    
Licinius about the year 316.  (Remember that Emperor Constantine had 
legalized the practice of Christianity in 313, but Licinius, his ally and 
co-emperor who had concurred in legalizing Christianity, betrayed 
him and began persecuting the Church.  Constantine defeated Licinius 
in 324.)   From here, we rely on the tradition which has been associated 
with our liturgical celebrations over the centuries, which does not    
necessarily pre-empt their veracity or accuracy. 
 
In accord with various traditions, St. Blaise was born to rich and noble 
parents, and received a Christian education.  He was a physician      
before being consecrated a bishop at a young age.  Although such a 
statement seems terse, keep in mind that at that time the local          
community usually nominated a man to be a bishop based on his    
outstanding holiness and leadership qualities; he in turn was then   
examined and consecrated by other bishops with the approval of the 
Holy Father.  Therefore, St. Blaise must have been a great witness of 
our faith to say the least. 
 
During the persecution of Licinius, St. Blaise, receiving some divine 
command, moved from the town and lived as a hermit in a cave.  Wild 
animals visited, and he healed any that were sick and wounded.  One 
day, a group of hunters gathering wild beasts for the game in the     
amphitheater discovered St. Blaise and seized him.  As he was being 
taken to the governor Agricolaus, the governor of Cappadocia and 
Lesser Armenia, St. Blaise encountered a woman whose pig was being 
seized by a wolf; St. Blaise commanded the wolf to release the pig, and 
it was freed unhurt. 
 
While in prison, he miraculously cured a small boy who was choking 
to death on a fishbone lodged in his throat.  Also, the woman whose 
pig had been saved brought St. Blaise candles so that his cell would 

through.  We pray that we, as a Church, will continue to defend      
victims of human trafficking.  We pray for our governments that they 
may make and implement laws that will protect victims of modern 
day slavery.  We pray for those organisations dedicated to eradicating 
modern day slavery that they will be courageous in the face of        
challenges.  We pray for those caring for the victims of human         
trafficking, that their efforts to help the vulnerable and traumatised 
may not go unrewarded. St. Josephine Bakhita, Pray for us. 
 
Lent 2019: (Repeated from last week) As you know the season of Lent 
begins on Ash Wednesday (6th March) in previous years it has been 
our custom to celebrate Lenten House Masses. If you would like to 
host a Lenten House Mass this year, please put your details on the list 
provided on the red noticeboard by the 10th February. Preference will 
be given to those who have not previously hosted (or recently hosted) 
a House Mass. 
 
Preparing for Lent & Easter: Fr. Jim would like to convene a meeting 
of all those wishing to help prepare our Lenten and Easter                
celebrations. This meeting will take place Wednesday, 6th February at 
7.00pm. 
 
Social & Fundraising Committee: Many thanks to all who helped at 
the jumble sale, whether you were buying or selling. The total 
amount raised was £250.00—well done, everyone. 

There will be a meeting for fundraisers on Tuesday, 12th February, 
at 7.00pm.  (This is instead of the meeting planned for the following 
week). Please contact Anne on 01775 761973 if you have any          
questions. 
 

The 100 CLUB is coming back! The new promoters are Claire &      
Declan Murphy. They will be at the back of church at all Masses    
during the month inviting you to re-join or to join the 100 Club which 
provides funds for the parish. The yearly subscription is £20.00. As in 
previous years, 50% of the funds raised will be paid out in prize   
money, and 50% will be paid into general parish funds. If we surpass 
the predicted membership, the prize money in December will be           
increased. 



PARISH FINANCE 
 
Last weekend you gave £650.73. The second collection for the parish 
maintenance fund realised £458.22. Thank you for your continuing 
support and generosity. 
 
Second collections during February 
 
Next weekend (9th/10th February) Second collection taken for      
flowers to decorate the church. 
23rd/24th Parish Maintenance Fund 
 
Counters Rota: This week’s counters are: Norma & Anita; next week, 
Joe & Karen. 
 
This Week 
 
Monday, UCM: Those UCM members who have booked with Jean 
will be   meeting for our annual lunch at the Castle Sports Complex on       
Monday, 4th February, at 12 noon for 12.30 pm.  The cost will be £8.00 
payable on the day. 
 
Wednesday: (weather permitting) we will be holding a liturgy     

meeting to prepare for Lent and Easter at 7.00pm in the Walsingham 
Chapel. 
 
Thursday: Mass will be at the earlier time of 9.00am due to a clergy 
deanery meeting in Boston. 
 
Friday: We commemorate the memorial of St. Josephine Bakhita, and 
is a special day of prayer for the victims of human trafficking—as you 
will know, this is of particular significance for us here in the Fens with 
many illegal migrant workers in the area. 
 

Prayer for the victims of human trafficking 
 

We pray for the victims of human trafficking that they will be helped 
to rebuild their lives after the traumatic experiences they have gone 

have light and he could read the Sacred Scriptures. 
 
Eventually, Agricolaus condemned St. Blaise for upholding his 
Christian faith rather than apostatizing.  He was  eventually tortured 
to death. 
 
By the sixth century, St. Blaise’s intercession was invoked for        
diseases of the throat in the East.  As early as the eighth century,  
records attest to the veneration of St. Blaise in Europe, and he       
became one of the most popular saints in the spiritual life of the 
Middle Ages.  Many altars were dedicated to his honour, and even 
the Abbey of St. Blaise in southern Germany claimed to have some 
of his relics. 
 
One reason for St. Blaise’s popularity arose from the fact he was a 
physician who cured, even performing miraculous cures.  Thereby, 
those who were sick, especially with throat ailments, invoked his 
intercession.  Eventually the custom of the blessing of throats arose, 
whereby the priest held two crossed candles over the heads of the 
faithful or touched their throats with them while he invoked the 
prayer of the saint and imparted God’s blessing.  In our present     
Roman Ritual, the priest prays, “Through the intercession of St. 
Blaise, bishop and martyr, may God deliver you from every disease 
of the throat and from every other illness, in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”  This practice continues in 
many parishes on St. Blaise’s feast day.  (Source: ‘Catholic Straight Answers’ - 

adapted) 

 
Your Prayers are Requested for: Elvira Choma, Mary Bull, Rita   
Gensiorskj, Jean Fairbanks, Mike Bertolaso, Leontia Slay, Audrey 
Cook, Eileen Walton, Manfred Haacker, Maureen Crunkhorn,       
Allison Law and Maddie Scott. Because of the GDPR rules, we cannot 
automatically include the names of those who would like to be included in 
our parish prayer list. Fr. Jim is aware that there are some people who 
would like their names included, but he cannot remember all the names   
given to him after the three Masses. Please place the names on a piece of 
paper and hand them to him or Deacon Dennis; alternatively, send him an 
email (fr.jim@stnorberts.org.uk) and he will gladly add names to the list. 
 



It is with sadness that we announce the death of John Darley: After a 
short illness, John passed away at his home on Wednesday, 30th      
January. We extend our deepest sympathy to John’s wife, Shirley, and 
their family at this sad time. Please also pray for Danny McGuigan, the 
partner of Fr. Jim’s sister, Mary, who died unexpectedly on Thursday, 
31st January. Eternal rest give unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon them. May they rest in peace. Amen. 
 
Please also remember: Gordon Strickland, Bernadette Hughes, Mary 
Cleary, John Goemans, Woldodmyr Mysak, Harold Young, James 
Brown, Malcolm Field, John Friday, Mary Clarke, Mr. Hamblin, Bryan 
Hickford, Sheila Thornton, Kathleen McCann, Tom Walkin, Baby Julia 
Witkowska, Rev. Bob Cornell and all those whose anniversaries occur 
at this time. May their souls, and all the souls of the faithful departed, rest in 
peace. Amen. 
 
NOTICES 
 
Baptism Programme: If you are planning to have your child baptised 
in church, please obtain an application form the sacristy or the parish 
office; thank you. 
 
STATEMENT ON MARRIAGE: God the Father has created marriage 
as a mutual and exclusive covenant between one man and one woman, 
by which they establish between themselves a loving and intimate 
partnership of their whole life, which of its own nature is ordered both 
to the well-being of the spouses themselves and to the procreation and 
education of children.  It is a true vocation entered into for life, for 
what God has joined together no one can put asunder.  Our Lord Jesus 
Christ has raised marriage between two baptised people to the dignity 
of a sacrament. 
 
The Church welcomes with joy those who wish to marry in accordance 
with her teaching.  At the same time, the Church is aware of the many 
pressures of modern life which can endanger their commitment, their 
relationship and their family life.  She is constantly concerned to help 
those who wish to marry to be prepared as fully as they can be to make 
this loving and lifelong commitment.  For this reason: 

1.  A couple who wish to marry should speak to their parish 
priest at least six months before their proposed wedding date 
and should not make any other arrangements concerning 
their wedding until they have spoken to him. 

 
2. The parish priest is responsible for preparing couples for      

marriage.  He will often be assisted in this important work by 
a deacon, a group of parishioners or members of other          
organisations. 

 
3.  Any marriage involving a Catholic should be celebrated in 

their parish church. With the permission of their parish 
priest, the marriage may be celebrated in another parish.  A 
marriage between a Catholic and non-Catholic may only be 
celebrated in a non-Catholic Church with a dispensation, 
which will only be granted for a serious reason. 

 
4. If a Catholic wishes to marry a non-Catholic, the Catholic 

will be reminded of their obligation to preserve their faith, 
and will be invited to make a sincere promise to do all in 
their power to have their children baptised and brought up 
in the Catholic faith. The non-Catholic partner will be        
informed of this promise, but will not be asked to make any 
such a promise. 

 
All couples preparing for marriage need and are entitled to receive 
the support of the Church so that they will be strengthened by the 
Holy Spirit as they prepare for, celebrate and live out the             
commitment which they will make at their wedding.  The Church 
thanks all those married people who show great constancy and 
faithfulness in their vocation, and prays that their example may    
inspire all who are preparing to marry. 
 
(This Statement is appointed to be read or printed by every parish during February and 
October, at the request of The Right Reverend Bishop Patrick McKinney, Bishop of         
Nottingham)  

Are you planning to get married in church during 2019? Please       
remember, we require at least six months notice. 


