
Masses & Services this Week  

Saturday 16th  

November 

4.00pm Confessions 

4.30pm Mass: (Holy Souls especially FOSS) JR 

Sunday 17th   

 

8.00am Mass: (November Dead List) 

11.00am Mass: (People of the Parish) 

Monday 18th 

Dedication of 

the Basilicas of 

Ss. Peter & 

Paul 

9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (November Dead List) 

Tuesday 19th  8.00am Mass: (November Dead List) 

Wednesday 

20th  
6.00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

7.00pm Mass: (November Dead List) 

Thursday 21st 

The        

Presentation of 

the BVM 

9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (November Dead List) 

Rosary 

Friday 22nd 

St. Cecilia 

9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (November Dead List) 

Saturday 23rd   
Mass of Our 

Lady 

9.00am Mass: (Special Intention) PG 

Confessions 

4.00pm Confessions 

4.30pm Vigil Mass: (Gertie Kennedy RIP) 

Sunday 24th 

Christ the King 
Last Sunday of the 

liturgical year 

8.00am Mass: (Norah van der Voet RIP) 

11.00am Mass: (People of the Parish) 

3.00pm Holy Hour for Life/Spiritual Adoption        

Programme 

 
Catholic Singles is an organisation which helps single Catholics of all 
ages (over 18 years) meet other single Catholics, either one to one or 
through social events.  
 
For further information visit www.catholicsingles.org.uk or tel. 0161 
941 3498 

PARISH OF 

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION &      

SAINT NORBERT 

 
17th November 2019         33rd Sunday of the Year (C)         Psalter 1 

 
Parish Priest: Fr. James Burke, 52 St. Thomas’s Road, Spalding, PE11 2XX  

Telephone: 01775 722056 (Ext ‘2’) 
Email: fr.jim@stnorberts.org.uk  

Deacon: Rev. Dennis Brady, 61, Pennygate, Spalding, PE11 1NN Telephone: 01775 723616 
 

Parish Administrator: Katherine Saunders 
Telephone: 01775 722056 (Ext ’1’) 
Email: admin@stnorberts.org.uk          

 
Parish School: Saint Norbert’s Academy Catholic Primary School, Tollgate (off Pennygate), 

Spalding, PE11 1TJ  Telephone: 01775 722889 
Head of School: Mrs. Jenna Withers 

 
Nearest Catholic Comprehensive: Saint John Fisher Catholic High School, Park Lane,  

Peterborough, PE1 5JN 
Head Teacher: Mrs. Kate Pereira  Telephone: 01733 343646   

 
Parish Pastoral Council: Judy Flynn 07774 260853 

Parish Centre: Contact the Parish Office: 01775 722056 
 

Safeguarding Parish Co-ordinator: Deborah Slay 07857 206236 
 

‘Project St. Thomas: Committee Chairman: Anthony Grunwell 07740 664017 
Email: anton.12@btinternet.com 

http://www.catholicsingles.org.uk


This Sunday is designated by Pope Francis as ‘The World Day of 
Prayer for the Poor’ - In his message for the third ‘World Day of the 
Poor’ Pope Francis reminds us that ‘the poor are not numbers, but  
people,’ to be assisted, accompanied, protected, defended and saved. 
He recalled that this is not possible without the humility of listening, 
the charism of the whole, the courage of renunciation. He reminded us 
that to ‘follow the way of charity, of humility and of listening means 
lending an ear to the little ones’, because God reveals himself through 
them. And he asked us not to look down on anyone from above. ‘You 
can only look down on a person from above,’ he insisted, ‘in order to 
help them get up’. 
 
The Pope has called for serious action in this regard. He urged us to 
live our mission with a style of poverty, gratuitousness and humility. 
He insisted that we cannot live charity without having interpersonal 
relationships with the poor: living with and for the poor. He              
denounced any hypocritical and deceptive charity that merely gives 
alms, and acts as if to salve our worried conscience. For the Pope,  
charity is not to be equated with philanthropic effectiveness, planning 
efficiency or even an overstated and agitated organisation. He invites 
us to cultivate a personal encounter with Christ, in order to meet him 
in the poor. 
 
Collection for Agape Foodbank: Please remember to keep your       
donations coming in to support this very worthy cause. 
 

Agape Food bank Christmas Shopping List’ the Foodbank are        
requesting these items: Bread Sauce, Gravy Granules, Christmas Cake, 
Savoury Snacks, Selection Boxes, chocolate mints, Pringles, Mince Pies, 
Christmas Crackers, colouring books and felt tip pens. 
 
Julia’s Fund: Is a small fund set up just over ten years ago to help local 
people in need. At present the fund is administrated by Judy Flynn 
(Chair of the PPC), Jenna Withers (Head of St. Norbert’s School),     
Deacon Dennis & Fr. Jim. Since last year, all applications to the fund 
are kept strictly confidential between committee members; and         
applications can be made, or recommended, by any of the committee 
members. Voluntary collections are taken throughout Advent and 

Life and death ina monastery. 
 
An absorbing documentary about a cloistered community, men who 
have given up everything in pursuit of an ideal. 
 
So what does it mean to live a spiritual life? There’s a tendency in our 
culture to imagine it as a journey of acquisition, that we add to      
ourselves: virtues, peace, knowledge, experience… But for the monks 
the spiritual life is actually a shedding, a stripping away. They        
surrender their whole lives, their very will to their brethren, and    
ultimately leave this world with no possessions or family, they’re not 
even buried in a coffin, simply wrapped in their robe and placed in a 
shallow grave. 
 
‘Outside the City’ encapsulates the fragility of life and the                
impermanence of everything, but at the same time the inescapable 
prevalence of hope. Death and life are two sides of the same coin, the 
place of decline is the seedbed for growth, restoration and renewal 
come from decay. 
 
If you’re interested in deeper questions about the human experience, 
if you want to know what it means to give up everything in search of 
something, then you’ll love ‘Outside the City’. 
 
Showing at the following cinemas: 
 
The Century Theatre, Coalville, 1st December 2pm  
Phoenix Cinema in Leicester between 6th-12th December  
The Regal Cinema, Melton Mowbray, 10th December 5pm  
The Venue Cinema, Lincoln, 8th January 7.30pm  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Smartie Challenge: Last week’s total was £587.45...This week’s total 
stands at an amazing £661.45!! Thank you! Well done, Teresa, on such a 
great idea! 
 
Project St. Thomas: I am very pleased to announce that Anthony 
Grunwell has been nominated as the permanent chairman of the Gen-
eral Committee of our parish project. Our thanks and congratulations 
to Anthony. 
 
THE SANTA MARTA GROUP SEMINAR: At the time of writing, 
twenty one people have registered for the seminar taking place in our 
Hall on Saturday, 30th November. Arrivals are from 10.30am and the 
presentation will commence at 11.00am until 4.00pm. There is no 
charge for the seminar, but booking is essential. To book      contact Fr. 
Jim or Deacon Dennis; alternatively you can book through the parish 
office or emailing Fr. Jim directly: fr.jim@stnorberts.org.uk . Lunch 
will be provided. 
 
A New Documentary, ‘Outside the City’: In December, cinemas are 
showing a documentary about the monks of Mount St Bernard Abbey,         
Leicestershire which, as you know, is a  community in our Diocese. It 
is the only Trappist monastery in England and it’s also the home of 
Tynt Meadow Beer, an English Trappist Ale.  
 
The monks of Mt. St. Bernard Abbey are a community of twenty five 
men, half of them over eighty years old. This beautifully filmed      
documentary follows the monks as they move from dairy farming to 
brewing as they attempt to open the first Trappist brewery in the UK. 
The stakes are high, if their historic counter-cultural lifestyle is to    
survive, the venture must succeed. Meanwhile as the monks reflect on 
spirituality, aging and approaching end of life, the number of burials 
in the Abbey graveyard continues to grow. 
 
Director, Nick Hamer, spent a year with the monks, gaining            
privileged access to document their hidden lives. They have turned 
their backs on the material, consumer society, to focus instead on   
contemplative spirituality, and to maintain an age-old religious       
tradition. 

Lent, and second collections are taken on the last Sunday of Advent 
and Lent. For more information, please contact any of the members 
listed. 
 
Please Pray for the housebound and the sick: Elvira Choma, Mary 
Bull, Rita Gensiorskj, Jean Fairbanks, Mike Bertolaso, Leontia Slay, 
Audrey Cook, Eileen Walton, Manfred Haacker, Maureen         
Crunkhorn, Maddie Scott, Ros Mullholland Gullick, Rosemarie & 
Peter Anderton, Pat Saville, Ian Caunce, Trish Taylor, Julie Carson, 
Maurice Cranney, Helen Henry, Fr. John Cairns, Mgr. John Hadley, 
Canon Colin Taylor & Fr. Peter Harvey. 
 
Please also remember: Eileen Stronghill, Peter Hurst, Tiffany Elliott, 
Derek Storey and all those whose anniversaries occur at this time. 
May their souls, and all the souls of the faithful departed, rest in peace. 
Amen. 
 
Forthcoming Meetings 
Fr. Jim would like to arrange the following meetings: 
 
Sunday, 24th November—a quick meeting with all our counters, 
and any volunteers willing to join the team, immediately after the 
11.00am Mass. 
 
Wednesday, 4th December: PPC Meeting at 7.00pm in the            
Walsingham Chapel. 
 
Wednesday, 11th December—a brief meeting with our Eucharistic 
Ministers in the Walsingham Chapel. (It would be useful if you 
could let us know of your availability over the Christmas period—
thank you). 
 
PARISH FINANCE 
 
Last weekend you gave: £734.57. The second collection for our par-
ish maintenance fund amounted to: £197.07—Thank you. 
 
Second collections during November 



Next weekend: Parish Maintenance Fund 
 
Counter’s Rota: This week: Maria Fenwick & Wendy Atha. Next week: 
Mike van der Weyden & Derick & Eva D’Souza. 1st December: Betty 
McDonald & Miroslav Bukan. 
 
We will soon start compiling the next rota (January to March) it would 
be useful to know in advance if there are any dates that any of our 
counters are not available so that the new rota can be as      accurate as 
possible—thank you. 
 
NOTICES 
 
First Holy Communion Group: Next Sunday is the last Sunday of the 
Church calendar, it is the solemnity of Christ the King of the Universe 
and it is also National Youth Sunday, so all the children will be        
participating in the 11.00am Mass. Fr. Victor will celebrate all parish 
Masses over that weekend whilst Fr. Jim will celebrate the Masses in 
Bourne & Deeping St. James to speak about the forthcoming Training 
Day with the Santa Marta Group on the 30th November. 
 
News concerning Fr. Victor: Fr. Victor is leaving Bourne and Deeping 
at the end of December and is joining the Royal Navy as a Chaplain in 
January. He has been a good friend and neighbour to Fr. Jim and this 
parish, including St. Norbert’s School, since he arrived here six years 
ago—we will miss him very much, but he has promised to visit when 
he is on leave. Father has asked to visit the school before he departs, so 
we will see him around for the next few weeks; please, let us support 
him with our prayers. 
 
U.C.M. - Our next meeting will be on Monday 2nd December at 
1.45pm and will be at Holy Trinity Church, Holbeach when we will be 
having our annual Advent Service. All ladies welcome. 
 
FIRST AIDERS—A long time ago we did have some volunteers who 
were willing to put themselves forward and/or be trained to act as 
First Aiders covering all our parish Masses. We also had some          
volunteers to act as Fire Marshalls in an emergency—for whatever  

reason, we have failed to put these requirements into action—there 
is a poster in the narthex inviting you to sign up and to volunteer 
your help—we will be addressing this issue as a matter of urgency 
after Christmas. Please help if you can. 
 
Respect for Life/Spiritual Adoption Programme: You are in the 
home stretch now! Your spiritually adopted baby  is completely 
formed, and has been since 8 weeks.  All he or she is doing now is 
gaining weight—and making his or her mother uncomfortable with 
his or her size.  But she is not worried.  In a short time, her baby will 
be born. Your baby’s parents appreciate the prayers you have said 
for their baby throughout the pregnancy.  It has not been easy, but 
your prayers have given them the grace they needed to bring their 
baby to term. 
 
Next Sunday there will be a Holy Hour in church from 3.00pm. 
 
Congratulations to Justyna & Krzysztof Lukaszuk and their family 
on the birth of their (third) baby daughter. 
 
Social/Fundraising:  
 
CHRISTMAS FAIR 2019: The final touches are being put to the 
stalls as this newsletter is being prepared. Thank you to everyone 
who has worked so hard putting the fair together—we hope that all 
your hard work will be rewarded and the fair will be a success. A 
full  appreciation will appear in next week’s newsletter. 
 
Christmas Raffle Tickets are now available, and we ask you to take 
and sell as many tickets as you can. The Raffle will take place after 
the 11 o'clock Mass on Sunday 15th December. Hopefully this will 
give a little more time to sell a lot more tickets! 
 
On the 8th December we are inviting you to come and dine with 
us after the 11.00am Mass. The exclusive menu is: Sausage, Baked        
Potato, Peas or Beans & Cheese; followed by Jelly & Ice Cream all for 
£5.00 per adult & £3.00 per child and price includes a drink from the 
bar. Tickets are now on sale. 


