
Masses & Services this Week  

Saturday 18th  

January 

4.30pm Mass: (Mike McDonald RIP) 

 

Sunday 19th   8.00am Mass: (People of the Parish) 

11.00am Mass for the Unity of Christians: (Abhraham 

& Santhamma Putti RIP) 

Monday 20th 

Blessed  

Cyprian Tansi 

9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Service of the Word & Holy Communion 

Tuesday 21st 

St. Agnes  

9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Service of the Word & Holy Communion 

Wednesday 

22nd St.  

Vincent 

6.00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

7.00pm Mass: (Holy Souls) 

Thursday 

23rd  

9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Service of the Word & Holy Communion 

Rosary 

Friday 24th 

St. Francis de 

Sales 

9.15am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Mass: (Holy Souls) 

Saturday 25th 
The Conversion 

of St. Paul 

9.00am Mass: (Philip Chandler RIP) 

Confessions 

4.00pm Confessions 

4.30pm Vigil Mass: (David Field RIP) 

Sunday 26th 

Sunday of the 

Word of God 

8.00am Mass: (Les Kelman RIP) 

11.00am Mass: (People of the Parish) 

2. In his letter to the Corinthians, St. Paul chides the community for 
the rivalries and dissensions that threaten to tear it apart. How do you 
think our parish deals with divisions and disagreements? Be honest! 
How might God be calling us to grow in this area? 
 
3. Jesus begins his preaching with the words, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at your hand’. Where do you find the kingdom of heaven in 
the here and now??? 
 

God bless, 
Fr. Jim & Deacon Dennis 
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Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

18th—25th January 

The first week of prayer for Christian Unity took place in 1908. I recall 
that I came to Spalding and Holbeach in June 2008, it was that month 
that Pope Benedict XVI declared that year to be ‘The Year of St. Paul’ 
and it was the Pope’s explicit wish that that year the Catholic Church 
throughout the world should work as fostering and promoting     
Christian unity. Since all Christian churches treasure the writings of St. 
Paul, the pope took the opportunity to highlight the importance of  
unity; and, quoting St. Paul, Pope Benedict said: ‘The Apostle of the 
Gentiles, who was especially committed to taking the Good News to 
all peoples, left no stones unturned for unity and harmony among all 
Christians’. The pope went on to say: ‘May he deign to guide and    
protect us, help us to progress in the humble and sincere search for the 
full unity of all members of Christ’s Mystical Body’. 
 
John’s Gospel this weekend holds a simple summary of how we come 
to faith. The disciples follow Jesus. They ask where he lives, and he 
invites them to ‘come and see’. They then stay with him. 
 
‘Come and see’ is the great invitation of Jesus. We’re curious, and we 
come in wide-eyed wonder to see what Jesus offers. Just as the        
fishermen left their boats to follow Christ, down through the centuries 
millions have turned their faces towards that invitation to come and 
see the wonders the Lord has prepared. 
 
As we begin the week of prayer for Christian Unity, let us pray for the 
work of church leaders seeking unity: for a spirit of tolerance and    
hospitality among all Christians. 
 
Annual Ecumenical Service for Christian Unity will take place       
tomorrow (Monday) evening at Holy Trinity Catholic Church, Foxes 
Lowe Road, Holbeach at 7.30pm followed by refreshments in the Hall. 
All welcome. 
 
Second Collection this weekend for our Diocesan Sick & Retired 
Priests Fund. 

Let’s Keep the Children warm this Winter: As a Church community  
we would very much like to support Coats for Kids Lincolnshire.  Are 
you able to donate any children’s coats that are in a usable condition? 
Please bring them into church so we can then pass them on to chil-
dren and families who may need extra help during this winter; or 
contact Sharon Amess 01775 760793 to collect any donations. No child 
should be cold. Thank you for any support you can give.  
 
LENT 2020: We have discovered a brand new Lenten course which is 
based on Victor Hugo’s highly acclaimed novel and musical          
masterpiece: ‘Les Miserables’. If you have enjoyed the film or the 
show, you are most likely going to enjoy this Lenten (Re)treat! The 
participants book is a bit pricey at £18.00, but, if we order in bulk we 
may be able to get a discount. The programme runs over six weeks; 
but, to familiarise ourselves with the story, we will watch a concert of 
the performance to introduce the programme; please sign up as soon 
as possible if you would like to participate. The programme is         
entitled:  ‘The Grace of Les Miserables’. 
 
Social/Fundraising 
 
Smartie Challenge: A message from Teresa Smith—”I would just like to 
say a massive thank you to each and every one of you that took part 
in the Smartie Challenge!! What an amazing sum of money we raised 
in such a short time, we have certainly done ourselves proud and 
helped with the heating debt!! We may try another challenge,again at 
the end of this year!! Your generosity speaks volumes!!God bless you 
all!! 
 
I now would like your help on something completely different. I will 
be leaving a box or a basket in the narthex and I would like you to 
bring to church your empty bottles of spirits (any will do) and/or 
your empty wine bottles. Thanks for your help, Teresa. 
 
The God Who Speaks: 3rd Sunday of the Year (26th January 2020): 1. 
Next weekend’s psalm proclaims: ‘The Lord is my light and my          
salvation, whom should I fear?’ When does fear most creep into your 
life? How might you hand that fear over to God? 



Musicians: We are looking for an organist who can help out when Le-
da is unavailable, and also for wind and string instrument players to 
join the music group, playing usually once a month at the 11.00am 
Mass. Please speak to Leda or to Anne for more details. 
 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word 11.00am Sunday Mass: This is an  
important  ministry where children are encouraged to think about the 
message of the Gospel and to put that message into practice during 
the week. At the moment we have only two Leaders, both of whom 
have other commitments and are not available every Sunday. We do 
need more volunteers either to lead sessions or to help by sitting in 
with the children to fulfil safeguarding requirements. Please contact 
Anne Darragh (adarragha@aol.com)  if you are willing to help, even if 
only once a month or so.  
 
PROJECT ST. THOMAS: Public consultation meetings taking place 
in our new centre on Thursday, 6th February. We are extending an 
invitation to our neighbours in the local vicinity to discuss our        
proposals for our new community project—these will take place that 
day at 2.00pm & 7.00pm. They will be jointly presented by members of 
our own committee and Lincolnshire County Council, Lincolnshire 
Community Voluntary Services, and hopefully South Holland District 
Council and a representative from the Diocese of Nottingham will also 
be in attendance. Obviously there is no admission charge, but       
booking will be essential. 
 
Will you help us? We are asking for your help to: 
 Distribute leaflets 
 Donate or bake a cake for consultation events 
 Serve tea and cake at the two consultation events 
 Help set up the main hall in the new centre 
 
There are some ‘sign up’ sheets on the noticeboard in the narthex, this 
is a great opportunity to get involved, please give us a hand. Grateful 
thanks to those who have already signed up—we are now looking for 
people to help distribute invitations through the letterboxes of local 
residents. 

Parish Office: Our thanks to Anthony who is answering the phones 
and keeping things going in the parish office. He’s a natural!     
However, we will soon be recruiting for Katherine’s replacement. 
Please, bear with us! 
 
Important notice for key/code holders: For insurance and security 
purposes we need to update our records. If you are a key/code 
holder please could you let Keith, or Anthony (via the parish office) 
know that you hold a key/code and for what purpose. Many thanks 
for your cooperation, Anthony. 
 
Parish Visiting: Fr. Jim is trying a new approach to parish visiting. 
Last year has been particularly as our parish project seems to have 
dominated everything. The Diocese are considering the appointment 
of a ‘Project Development Worker’ who will actually lead the overall 
project working with Fr. Jim and both our ‘General’ and ‘Executive’ 
committees. Fr. Jim will target various areas within the parish to  
visit and, unless in emergency, he will continue in the one area until 
all those visits in that area are complete. You will be told in the 
newsletter where he will be visiting, if you would like or feel you 
need a visit, please get in touch with the parish office and Anthony 
will be happy to book a visit. 
 
Re-dedication of England as ‘The Dowry of Mary’: We continue to 
recite the Angelus before weekend Masses and after weekday    
Masses and Services of the Word. We have placed the image of Our 
Lady of Walsingham in the church until the rededication takes place 
on the 30th March, to encourage us individually and as a parish to 
invoke Our Lady’s intercession for our country, our parish and    
ourselves. 
 
THE YEAR OF THE WORD: The God who speaks—Next Sunday, 
Pope Francis will inaugurate ‘The Sunday of the Word of God’. Pope 
Francis is calling on all parishes throughout the world  to observe 
this day as a special day devoted to the celebration, study and      
dissemination of the Word of God. This newly established “Sunday 
of the Word of God” is an invitation to Catholics to deepen our             
appreciation, love and faithful witness to God and His Word. 
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We will highlight this occasion by re-commissioning our readers     
during Mass next weekend. Readers, if you have previously been 
commissioned by Mgr. Tom McGovern, or if you have attended the 
short programme presented by Anne Darragh, you are invited to be 
re-commissioned next weekend (if you are not sure, please contact 
Anne). Please place your name on the sheets provided on the            
noticeboard in the narthex. (Readers who have not yet participated in the 
training, read on!  You will be commissioned later in the year). 
 

There will be a time of prayer next Sunday at 3.00pm at Holy Trinity 
Catholic Church, Foxes Lowe Road, Holbeach—you are most welcome 
to join us. If you have a personal or family Bible, please bring it with 
you to be blessed during the service. 
 
Readers at Mass: Can anyone read at Mass? Yes, provided that they 
have a clear speaking voice and a desire that the Word of God be 
heard. Those readers who have not yet been commissioned (this       
includes all those who are already reading at Mass) are asked to make 
a Saturday morning free to attend a basic training session on Saturday 
15th February from 10am until 12 noon.  
 
Faith Sharing/Lectio Divina: It has been suggested that instead of      
re-reading the current Sunday readings as we have been doing since 
the first Sunday of Advent, that we encourage you to prepare for the 
following week’s Mass readings—so, we will do that towards the end 
of this newsletter. 
 
Please Pray for the housebound and the sick: Mary Bull, Rita        
Gensiorskj, Jean Fairbanks, Leontia Slay, Audrey Cook, Eileen Walton, 
Manfred Haacker, Maureen Crunkhorn, Maddie Scott, Ros             
Mullholland Gullick, Rosemarie & Peter Anderton, Pat Saville, Ian 
Caunce, Trish Taylor, Julie Carson, Maurice Cranney, Helen Henry, Fr. 
John Cairns, Mgr. John Hadley, Canon Colin Taylor & Fr. Peter       
Harvey. 
 
For those who have died recently: Philip Chandler & Elspheth       
Phillips; we extend our sincere sympathy to their families at this sad 
time; please also pray for Sr. Raphael Lynch & Mgr. Joseph Phelan. 

Please also remember: Elizabeth Walkers, Ted Phillips, Alida 
Ruigrok, Terence Lee, Eric Ormond, Peter Viglianti, Thelma Hare, 
Peter Woznicki, Helen Beggs, Ann Lockwood, Johanna Johns,     
Rosemary Edwards, Dick Roberts, Lucia Fappiano, John Joseph 
Cunningham, Vladeks Sinavskis, Pat Leahy, John Kwasniewski—
Kelvin, Gerald Male, Eddie Burke, Beryl Matthews and all those 
whose anniversaries occur at this time. May their souls, and all the 
souls of the faithful departed, rest in peace. Amen. 
 
Please remember, under the GDPR rules, we are not permitted to 
add/publicize the names of those who are sick or housebound   
without their expressed permission. If for any reason the person   
cannot give that permission, the sick person’s next-of-kin can put a 
request for prayers in writing to Fr. Jim. 
 
PARISH FINANCE Last week you gave £981.70—Thank you for 
your generosity and continuing support. 
 
Second collections during January 
Next weekend: Parish Maintenance Fund 
 
Counter’s Rota: This week: Eugene Cassidy & Betty McDonald. 
Next week: Mike van der Weyden & Joseph Masters. 2nd February: 
Norma Beveridge & Pat Smith. 
 
NOTICES 
Thank you:  Eric and family would like to thank everyone for their 
kind thoughts, help and support at this sad time and for making 
Theresa’s funeral so special and memorable; especially to Fr. Jim and 
Deacon Dennis for their friendship and support. Thank you all so 
very much. (Eric) 
 
Music at Mass: We are going to try from now until the end of March 
to have practices on Thursday evenings from 6pm until 7.00pm. All 
are welcome, and we invite particularly those who usually attend 
the 11.00am Mass on Sundays. We have a wealth of hymns            
appropriate to the seasons, and it would be good if we could use 
them in our liturgies.  


